4-H Middle School Leadership Award FAQ
For what time period should these awards be filled out?  The idea is that 4-H members will fill this out for the 4-H work that they have previously completed but not been recognized for with a previous level of the leadership award.  For example, this means that youth who are filling out Level I should include all their prior 4-H activities.  Youth who are filling out Level II should include the activities that have occurred between obtaining Level I and when they are filling out the form.

My county/area/district has similar forms, can I use those?  For consistencies sake, we ask that your 4-H members fill out the paperwork that has been distributed.  Please remember that this paperwork is not returned to the State 4-H Office.  It’s only kept in the county.  All I need is a summary of the youth who have achieved the various levels in your county (summary form attached).

My county’s youth are not going to 4-H Summit.  Can they still receive this recognition?  Yes.  Youth do not have to attend 4-H Summit to receive their recognition certificate for this achievement.

Do I need to do a selection process at my county?  Does each child get a certificate and recognition?  This is a non-competitive, recognition event.  All youth who are certified by their agent as completing the requirements will receive the recognition.

My county didn’t do this last year?  Can youth fill out more than one level at a time?  See the chart below for clarification:
For 2011, if the 4-H member is in:
Sixth Grade                        They can apply for Level I
Seventh Grade                 They can apply for Level I AND Level II
Eighth Grade                      They can apply for Level I AND Level II AND Level III
We will do this for this year and next year which will give all the current middle school students a chance to earn all three levels if they like.  If they just want to do one level they should always start at Level I.

I have a 4-H member who is not in middle school but is still too young (13 or less) to apply for the Bronze, Silver, Gold Awards.  Can they fill this out?  Yes, while this has been structured around grade level, it’s realized that this is not applicable for all youth.  It should be based on their activities at the JR level and only JR 4-H members are eligible to apply.

I have heard the Honors program is changing for next year.  Will this affect this program?  The 4-H Middle School Leadership awards are meant to be a complement to the Honor Award system.  They will be modified to be in line with the requirements and expectations of the honors program.  This will not affect anything for the 2010-2011 program year.  


