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     In Mercer County weôre growing ideas that make a difference in your life, your family, and your community. We 

have a dedicated staff of trained professionals delivering educational programs in agriculture and natural resources, 

family and consumer sciences, 4-H youth development, and community and economic development. The Mercer 

County Cooperative Extension Office is your connection to the University of Kentucky and the world. 

     Youôll see some key numbers in this report. But the numbers donôt show you the people or the impact of our work. 

So the rest of this report shows the faces behind some of the numbers. 

 

Your New Mercer County Extension Office 
 

 

 

Your new Mercer County Cooperative Extension 

Service Office located at 1007 Lexington Road 

(corner of US 68 & 127 bypass) opened on January 2, 

2008.  The 10,000 square foot extension education 

facility cost $1.7 million and is equipped with 5 

meeting rooms.  Clientele volume and meeting room 

use have dramatically increased as a result of the new 

facility.  We would like to say a special thank you to 

all the District Board members for their dedication to 

this project and to all those who have helped 

landscape around the office. 

  

Family Consumer Sciences Statistics: 

6 Organized Clubs with 79 members 

3 Special Interest Groups 45 members 

6 Newsletters - 572 Individuals 

 

Reaching Out to                      

 Mercer County 

Educational Programs 

     Programs presented 228 

     Total participants 2973 

Educational Contacts 

     Clientele visits 1352 

     Telephone consultations 5283 

     Newsletters distributed 23,631 

Volunteer Development 

     Volunteers 352 

     Volunteer hours 4520 

     Clientele reached by volunteers 1460 

 

Agriculture & Natural Resources Statistics: 
74 Plant Disease/Insect/Weed Identifications   

513 Fertilizer Recommendations 

7 Monthly Newsletters; 1 Quarterly Newsletter 

1112 Office Calls ~ 105 Farm/Home Visits 

160 Radio Programs 

 

4-H Youth Development Statistics: 
Total 4-H membership - 1343 

53 School Clubs with 926 members 

21 Specialty Clubs with 454 members 

68 Adult leaders and 65 Teen leaders 
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Mercer County Farmersô Market 
The Mercer 

County Farmersô 

Market 

experienced a lot 

of changes and 

growth this year 

by doubling 

membership to a 

total of 28 members.  The market moved to the 

parking lot of the Flea Mall & Antique Center, 

increasing the number of shoppers, and was open on 

Tues., Thurs. and Sat. during the peak season.  
 

3
rd

 Annual Fort Harrod Beef Festival 
The 3

rd
 Annual 

Kentuckyôs Fort 

Harrod Beef 

Festival was held 

the first weekend in 

June.  The four day 

event was held 

simultaneously at 

Mercer County 

Fairgrounds and Fort Harrod State Park.  Many 

activities were featured including: Wine and Cheese 

Tasting (featuring KY Wineries), District Dairy 

Show, Grill-Off Competition, 5K Run/Walk, craft 

vendors, and steak/egg breakfast. 
 

MLK Day 2008 
Mercer Countyôs 2

nd
 annual MLK 

Day event included more than 250 

participants in the march and 

special program recognizing local 

youth for outstanding efforts in a 

poster and essay contest.  Jacob 

Durham was the 11
th
/12

th
 grade 

winner for Mercer County, but also 

finished 3
rd

 in the State MLK essay 

contest and was recognized in 

Frankfort.  Collecting over 125 

books as admission to the pancake 

breakfast is just one more way this 

event touched the lives of many 

Mercer Countians. 

 

 

 

Mercer County Hay Sampling Analysis 
A hay testing project was 

conducted in cooperation 

with the USDA-Forage 

Animal Production 

Research Unit.  A total of 

94 samples were collected 

from 27 farms.  After 

samples were analyzed 

for nutrient quality, 

rations were balanced for each sample to determine if 

the farmer needed to provide supplementation to the 

hay in order to meet their livestockôs nutrient needs. 

Farm-City Breakfast 
Each year the Farm-City Breakfast is sponsored by 

the Mercer County Cooperative Extension Service, 

Soil Conservation District, Chamber of Commerce 

and Farm Bureau.  The breakfast allows the 

agricultural and urban communities to come together 

and show appreciation for one another.  Featured 

speaker Virginia Flanagan gave the crowd an update 

on the KY Agriculture Heritage Center. 
 

Mercer County Livestock Forage Meeting 
The 2007 early 

freeze followed by 

drought left our 

pasture short and 

hay supplies tight.  

To help farmers 

understand keys to 

forage recovery, 

the ANR Agent collaborated with several local 

agencies to hold a forage meeting for livestock 

farmers.  Speakers included Tom Keene, UK Hay 

Marketing Specialist and Dr. J.D. Greene, UK Weed 

Specialist. 

Community/Economic Development Agriculture & Natural Resources 
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Food Safety 
A major theme in 

this yearôs FCS 

programming 

was that of food 

safety.  Local 

youth observe 

proper cooking 

temperatures and 

preparation 

methods at the 

2008 Fort Harrod 

Beef Festival 

Youth Cook Off. 

 

Below, FCS Agent, Luci Hockersmith educates 3
rd

 

graders about the importance of Food Safety in the 

home as well the concept of cross-contamination at 

Anderson Circle Farm. 

 

Heritage Skills: Quilting 
The Wilderness Trace Quilt Guild has increased their 

activities to include a 4
th
 Saturday of fun, by meeting 

at the Extension office at 9am and working on special 

projects for most of the day. 

 

 

Lego Club 
The first 

ever 4-H 

Lego Club in 

Mercer 

County this 

last year 

allowed 

youth to 

learn about 

science, 

engineering and technology. The club members had 

the opportunity for a hands-on spatial 3-D type of 

learning experience, which is so different from the 

conventional paper/pencil learning. They competed 

in state competition and placed first in their age 

division for best research. 

  

4-H Expands 

with New 

Scrapbooking 

Club 
Over 15 4-H youth 

participate in 

monthly 4-H 

Scrapbooking club. 

The club focuses 

on scrapbooking. 

The youth have learned how to measure and crop 

photos and organizational skills to maintain their 

photos. 

 4-H Cloverbuds 

Attend Weekend 

Camp 
Thirteen Mercer 

County Cloverbuds (6-

8 year olds) participated 

in the first ever 

overnight 4-H Camp. 

The youth had the 

opportunity to 

experience 4-H Camp activities such as challenge 

course, canoeing, archery and lots of other camp 

activities. Mercer County has more than 50 

Cloverbuds that participate in monthly club meetings. 

4-H/Youth Development Family & Consumer Sciences 


