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Livestock Kick-off Dinner[image: image3.jpg]



The Mason County L.I.A., the group that sponsors the livestock show & sale at the G-town fair will host its annual kick – off for the show season on Monday, Feb. 6, 6:30 P.M. at the Mason County Extension Office.   We will have a light meal which will be free to any youth interested in showing and $5 for adults.  

The rules for this years’ show and premium auction will be presented.   This is a very important meeting especially for first time exhibitors.  There are some very important changes for this year.  Also remember the 4 – H 6 hour requirement.  Please plan to attend.

For your information; the show at Germantown Fair will be held July 31 – August 2.
We do have a novice showmanship show on Thursday of the fair for youth under 4-H age.  For this show the novice exhibitor does not have to own the animal.  Some advice for weigh-in or tagging day is that if you have an animal that both a 4-H and novice exhibitor (siblings) want to show; it is best to tag it in and nominate it in both names.

Remember forms to be filled out completely and turned in at tagging that declare ownership, possession and care of 
the project animals, both market and breed animals.  Only market animals need to be turned in at our tagging.
New for this year:

You can only show 3 animals at Germantown instead of 4.  This is due to limited stall space.

Feeder calves will be tagged in on Friday night, May 11, 6 – 7 P.M. at the stockyards.  The other small animals (lambs, goats and pigs) will be tagged on Saturday a.m. 8 – 12 noon.

Steer Tagging

Steer tagging date has been set for Saturday, Feb. 25, 10 A.M. – 12 Noon  at the Bluegrass – Maysville  Stockyards in Maysville.  Please note the time change.  
With D.N.A. sampling several forms will have to be signed by both the parent and the exhibitor.  If parent cannot be there; forms will have to be obtained prior to weigh-in date and signed.  4-H members who have met the 6 hour requirement will be sent their signed nomination forms before the tagging date.

If you want to learn more about the steer or any other livestock projects join us at the livestock club meetings on the 3rd Monday of each month at 6:30.    Your next meeting is 2/20 at 6:30.   

Please keep coming to the meetings after you finish your 6 hours.  Lindsay, Kelly and Lori are working hard to have a good club and what they teach in the meetings will help you both in the show ring and in judging contests.

Any lambs and goats that will be exhibited by youth MUST have  scrapies tags.  You must have the scrapies tags before coming to get your electronic KUIP tag and health papers at tag in.

Also remember the KY Proud tags.  In order for youth to accumulate KY Proud points and earn KY Proud premium money at state sponsored shows, the animals must have KY Proud tags in the ear and appropriate paperwork on file.  These tags are available from Shows and Fair promotion in Frankfort, and are $5 each.  It is the breeders’ responsibility to acquire and install the tags, not the exhibitor unless the animal is bred & owned.
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Kentucky and other states are developing barn quilt trails to promote tourism.  Have you seen some of the beautiful barn quilts here in Mason County?

4-H members can paint a mini barn quilt pattern.  It is a 2 ft. X 2 ft. piece of plywood and you can choose from 5 quilt patterns and 5 colors.  This one is made to hang indoors.  If you wish to hang them outside, they must be sealed.  I have scheduled several days to work on them.  It may not take some people as long and that is fine.  This project can fit in either arts & craft class or home furnishings class for the rally and Germantown Fair.
The dates are Feb. 3, 16, 20, 22, 28 & 29.  All are after school until 5 except 20th which is 4 – 6 right before livestock club.  I have a limited number of boards so you must call in and register to participate.  It is free.
Because of these workshops, there are no after school clubs this month.  You can ride the bus to the office if you take a note to the school office and let them know you are coming to a 4-H activity.
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Ky.4-H has chosen Monday, February 20, President’s day as Ky. 4-H Health Day.
They want every county to do some type of health or nutrition program and submit it.  Each county will get 24 jump ropes to use as door prizes, incentives, etc.

Mason County is holding theirs at the same time as the livestock club at 6:30 that evening.  Livestock club members will rotate in and out of a livestock skill-a-thon and a fun room with DDR, WII fits and making healthy snacks.
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Knitting, Crochet, Tatting, Embroidery & Redwork

We can arrange to have some homemaker volunteers teach these classes if anyone is interested.  Please let me know and I will arrange a meeting. 
Foods unit 1: Level A Six Easy Bites[image: image6.png]A4
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On February 13th, after school the unit 1, level A foods group will meet at the Extension Office until 5:30.  In this class you will learn basic kitchen safety, measuring and will make snacks like cookies and granola bars.  You can ride the bus here and have someone pick you up at the end of the meeting.
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Do you love cows?  Then write an essay and apply for a chance to win a heifer.   A Mercer County family started the program in memory of their son who was killed in a wreck.  Other counties have been added on; like Mason.  Youth can write an essay on “I Love Cows” and fill out an application to try and win a heifer.  Austin Matheny is donating the heifer. Austin was the winner 2 years ago.  9 have been given away by the program so it has become perpetual and take care of itself with heifers being born. It is a requirement for Mason County that you must give back a heifer calf to the program if you are the winner. 

Deadline for the essays and applications is Monday, Feb. 27 in order for me to get them in the mail and meet their deadline of March 1).  The heifers will be awarded at a banquet in Boyle County on April 4.  Applications and rules will be available from the Extension Office or from the Dustin Worthington website.  You can get to this website by link from our web page.  You have to have the space, finances and accommodations for caring for the heifer.

Club Meeting Dates:

Orangeburg – 2/2 at 7:00, craft project
Horse Club 

The horse club is taking a break for a while with no meetings.  We had 12 new people at the first meeting in Sept. and have had one or none at the meetings since then.  And the volunteer has had clinics and activities planned.  It is frustrating for volunteers to prepare programs and have little or no participation.  We hate it for the one person who has been attending but it is no fun for her either to be the only one there.
Shooting Sports – Thursday, 2/9, 6:00 at Jockey Building.  We had set 1/31 as a deadline for dues but now it has been extended until the meeting date of 2/9.  So all club dues and paperwork need to be turned in by this meeting.  The dues are $40.  And a reminder that in the spring when we start to shoot trap that you must bring your own shells.

They will be electing officers at this meeting.

Livestock Club – 2/20, 6:30, skill-a-thon & Health Day activities
Teen Snow tubing Trip

Our teen snow tubing trip is scheduled for Wed., Feb. 15, after school.  The cost of tubing is $20 and you will need food money.  Call and sign up.  If bad weather, it might have to be postponed.
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Food-a-rama: is a cooking contest where you make the food ahead of time and bring it to be judged.  Neat prizes of cooking utensils and items are given.  Over the years several members have saved their prizes for college apartments or their hope chests.
The date for food-a-rama is Monday, April 9 at the Extension Office.  There are several categories and those and the rules will be in the March newsletter.
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The county speech and demonstration contest will be held on Monday, April 23 at the Extension Office.  Check-in starts at 5:30 and the event starts at 6:00 with assigned presentation times in 15 minute intervals. County winners will advance to the district level.

The 4-H council is really doing a big push to get more members into this program.  There is an incentive of a free trip to Lasertag at Champs Rollerdome in Lexington for participation and cash prizes for first, second and third in each category.

Start thinking about possible topics or writing your speeches.  We will offer workshops, one on one help with preparation and practices.  We will pass out information packets at meetings and have some video examples.  Just ask if you need help. 

For those of you in the country ham project; you have to do a speech anyway at the state fair.  Why not go ahead and write it and do it for both contests!   If you did a science fair project, you might be able to do it as a demonstration.
If you write your own speech you can probably count it for your portfolios under KERA.  Ask your teachers.

Rally Day

At the 4-H Rally you can earn ribbons and money on your completed projects.  It is an exhibit fair.  The Rally date has  been set for Monday, June 4.  Class winners from the rally will advance onto the Ky. State Fair in August.  A catalog of classes will be available later in February.

4-H Camp

The 4-H Camp forms will be ready in February.  4-H Camp like everything else has had a price increase. The 2012 price is $170.00.  The camp forms need to be filled out by an adult parent or guardian.

 
 

Karen J. Douglas, CEA

4-H Youth Dev.
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