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Tractor Supply is doing a paper clover promotion similar to the Southern States this spring.  The dates are March 26 – April 18.  Go to Tractor Supply and purchase a $1.00 clover and Mason County 4-H will get 60 cents for every clover purchased.  If you want to volunteer to go out and try to sell clovers, contact manager Mark Ruark.

Mason County 4-H is working with M.C.M.S.  to put on a babysitting workshop.  It will be held at the middle school April 7, 2:30 – 4:00, April 8, 3:30 – 5:00, April 12 3:30 – 5:00 and April 14, 2:30 – 4:00.Meet in Mrs. Roberts family living room at the middle school.

There are a few spaces left for 4-H Camp.  Sign up fast to get them and save money.  The fee is now $140.
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Congratulations to Austin Matheny, the winner of the heifer essay writing contest this year.  The heifer is being donated by Lauren Malone, the winner 2 years ago and her family.


The 4-H Food-a-rama was held recently at the Extension Office.  Several young people entered food items that they made in 6 categories.  First and second  place winners in each categories received cooking utensils to encourage them to keep preparing food and expand their cooking skills.  Then everyone got to sample all of the goodies.

A recipe book including all of their recipes will be made and each participant will get a copy.  There is no district event this year.  Great job!!


We have several 4-H project workshops set up for April & May in preparation for the Rally Day  so be sure to read the newsletter closely and write down the dates so that you don’t miss anything that you want to do.  All of the following workshops are at the Extension Office after school at 4:00 and you can ride the bus here and have someone pick you up after they are over.
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 Thanks to Deena Cotterill, former 4-H member for doing a photography workshop on Monday, April, 20 after school, 4:00 at the Extension Office.  She will be using a digital camera, discussing how to take good pictures, using the light to your advantage both inside and outside.  You don’t have to, but you can bring your camera that day.  You don’t have to have a digital camera.  Come, listen, ask questions and learn how to take good pictures.  Then we will have a follow-up meeting on Monday, May 3 at 4:00 to look at everyone’s pictures and do photo mounting.  
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 On Monday, April 26 at 4:00 we will do a woodworking workshop.  I have ordered several different kits for units 1, 2 & 3.

Foods:  

The unit 1 foods class will be on Monday, April 19 after school.  If we need a second day it will be April 29th.


The horse club will meet to practice for the state horse contests on the following dates.  We will meet 2:30 – 4:30 after school at the Extension Office.  We are also trying to set up some farm visits and will announce those.  The dates are April 7, 28, May 5, 19, June 2 & 9.  Go ahead and write these dates down on your calendars.  There will be guest speakers, games, hands on activities and projects to make practice fun.  This will help those that are doing horse bowl, hippology and judging at the state contest.   And on your regular meeting night 4/13; we’ll be finishing up show plans for our May 16th show.  Sell show ads and bring them to the meeting.
We also want to encourage you to attend the Photography workshop on 4/20 because you can enter horse photography at the state contest.

Our open fun horse show is Sunday, May 16, 1:00 at the Germantown Fairgrounds.


A new 4-H Scholarship was developed by the 4-H Council last year.  The applications will be ready very soon at the Extension Office and will be due back to the office by May 1.  4-H membership and participation is a requirement of this $500 scholarship.


Any lambs and goats that will be exhibited by youth MUST have  scrapie tags.  You must have the scrapie tags before coming to get your electronic KUIP tag and health papers.

If you purchase your lambs or goats you should make sure the seller has already tagged the animals.  If you kept some females and bred your own you need to get scrapies tags.  It is the breeders responsibility to tag their animals.  Breeders can contact the state animal health dept. at 502- 564-3956.  The tags are provided free of charge after applying for a premise ID # and calling the state vets office.



Mason and Fleming Counties will co-sponsor a clinic at the Fleming County High School Ag Barn on Sat., 4/24, 9 A.M. until 12 noon.

The regular meeting is Monday, April 19 at 6:30.
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The Mason County Speech & Demonstration Contest will be held Friday, April 23 at the Extension Office.  Registration is at 4:30 and the contest will begin at 5:00.   We have videotape examples if you want to check out the video and watch it.  Or if you want one on one help; call me and schedule an appointment.  Deadline to sign up for S & D is April 16.

I know you are writing portfolio pieces for school.  See if you can use one of them to develop into a speech.  And it is always easiest to give a speech or a demo on a topic that you are familiar with.

Speeches: For juniors, 9 – 13 as of January 1 the speech can be on any topic that interests you.  Time should be 3 – 5 minutes.  You can use note cards; but should not read the whole thing.  No props, costumes or accessories are allowed.  Senior speeches are basically the same rules except time is 5 – 7 minutes.

Demonstrations:  In a demonstration you are using props and posters to show the audience how to do something.  Also can be on any topic and it is easier to use a topic that you are familiar with like a hobby.  There is no minimum time and a maximum time of 15 minutes.  Demonstrations are broken by subject matter and in Jr.& Sr. categories.  Any demonstration using Power point goes into a power point presentation category. 

The main thing with both speeches and demonstrations is to practice, practice!  What are some easy ways to practice?  Use your family and friends as an audience or practice in front of a mirror.  You can also videotape yourself if you have access to a camera.

I think the livestock club is giving extra points for those that do a speech because it is good practice for you giving oral reasons in judging.


We are taking off the paper, trimming, and hanging them upside down the last week of April.  Call me for an appointment.

The date for our rally day has been set by the 4-H Council.  The date is Monday, May 17.  The Rally is an exhibit fair to enter all of your completed 4-H projects.  Winners from the Rally day will represent Mason County at the KY. State Fair in Cloverville in August.
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The 4-H Shooting Sports meetings will be held at the Mason County Schools indoor track facility for their April 8 & 22 meetings.  It will be at 6:30 P.M. each night.


In the Germantown Fair livestock rules passed out in February, there was a place or 2 where we missed changing the day of the week.  The show

is Tuesday – Thursday not Wednesday – Friday.

Please note this very important change.

Good Luck on CATS Testing!!

Karen J. Douglas, CEA

4-H / Youth Dev.
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