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Donõt forgot to check out 
our featured recipe, per-
fect for a lovely fall des-
sert...layered blueberry 
pie! Mmmmmm! 

Sincerely, 

 

Russell Sparks, CEA for 
Ag/Natural Resource 

 

 

Brooke Jenkins, CEA for 
Family/Consumer Sciences  

 

 

Dora Parker, CEA for            
4-H Youth Development 

Hello Readers! 

 Can you feel the 
change in the air?  The 
new autumn season is 
making its presence 
known with a morning chill 
and shorter days.  Hope-
fully youõll find time to 
enjoy all the things this 
time of year has to offer 
and to include some 
events or programs that 
we are offering just for 
you! 

 Inside youõll find 
pages outlining our up 
and coming  events and 
meetings planned.  Be 
sure to take note of those 
dates! 

 In this edition, 
weõve included material 
on soil testing as right 
now is the optimum time 

to have this done.  For 
details, check out the arti-
cle. 

 Also inside is lots 
of good news concerning 
our county 4-H program!  
Weõve provided a listing 
of all our winners from the 
recent state fair con-
tests...great job kids! 

 Be sure to check 
out this editionõs photo 
gallery with snapshots 
from preserving classes, 
the homemaker annual 
meeting and the latest 
cattle association awards 
dinner...Did we catch you 
on camera?      

 If youõd like more 
information on anything 
youõve read, or are inter-
ested in topics we havenõt 
touched on, let us know.   

Agents Comments  

 
12th Annual  

EAST KY REPLACEMENT  

 BRED HEIFER SALE  
-Sponsored by the East Kentucky Beef Cattle Council- 

LEE CITY STOCKYARDS 

1:00 p.m. SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 18, 2010 
Approximately 120 HEAD CONSIGNED TO SALE                                                           

COMMERCIAL & REGISTERED HEIFERS 

Contact: Charles May, Perry County Extension Office (606) 436-2044  
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 Soil testing is one of the services offered by the Magoffin County Extension 

Service and the University of Kentucky Division Regulatory Services. The soil test 

can be turned in at our office and we send it to UK to be tested. When we had tobacco 

as one of our main crops Magoffin County sent over 300 soil samples each year for 

testing but now we only send about 30. We need to start getting in the habit of soil 

testing our remaining crops like hay, pasture, gardens and landscapes. Maybe not test-

ing every year like we did tobacco but testing every three years would be better than 

not at all. 

 

 The cost of fertilizer and lime has really increased over the past several years 

making the results of a soil test even more important in the decision as to how much to 

spend on fertilizer and lime. A soil test still only cost $5.00 so if you save one bag of 

fertilizer you have saved more than the cost of the soil test. A soil test tells you the 

amount of lime, phosphate and potash needed per acre or per 1000 square feet to grow 

a particular crop. Many of the gardens tested need no fertilizer or lime for even more 

of a savings. 

  

 Fall is the best time to take a soil test because this yearôs crop has reduced the 

soil fertility to the lowest level at the end of the season.  Knowing that you need lime 

in the Fall is a good thing in that the weather and soil is a lot dryer than in the Spring 

plus if you get the lime spread in the Fall it has some time to change the pH before 

time to plant next Spring. If you need a lot of lime spread the big trucks donôt cause 

near the damage when the soil is dry. 

 

 To take a soil test you go to about 15 to 20 locations throughout the area to be 

tested and take a sample of the soil in each location and mix them together for one 

sample. For areas that are going to be plowed you go from the surface to 4 inches deep 

to get the sample and for areas not being plowed you go from the surface to only 2 

inches deep to collect the sample. If you are testing an area over one acre you should 

go to 15 to 20 locations per acre included in the sample. This time of year you canôt 

really use a soil probe so you must use a shovel or hoe to dig the sample. We need 

about a pint of the mixture for the sample to be sent to UK. 

  

 We need your name, address, phone number, crop to be grown, past history of 

recent lime and fertilizer applications and the size of the area tested to help with get-

ting the results to you. We do have soil sample bags available free at our office that 

has the directions on soil testing printed on the bag. 

 

  

  

Soil Testing  

By: Russell Sparks  
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Treasure can be found in the most unlikely places and, according to the U. S. 

Treasury, Americans have about $15 billion dollars worth currently hiding in sock 

drawers, piggybanks, on automobile floorboards and under the sofa cushions. It is 

estimated that the average household accumulates $50 worth of change every 

month.  It may seem like a bit of a stretch to think of pocket change as an invest-

ment opportunity, but in 20 years at 5 percent interest, that $50 in change would 

yield more than $20,000.  

Saving change at the end of each day or week can contribute to your financial 

goals.  Quarters, dimes, nickels and even pennies can go into personal savings to 

help build a college or retirement fund.  You also can use accumulated coins for 

short term goals such as an evening out, a weekend getaway or an upgrade for the 

family's computer, television or other recreational equipment.  

Many supermarkets and banks have machines that encourage people to cash in 

their coins.  Consumers can bring in their jars of coins and empty them into the 

machine.  The machine counts the coins and gives the consumer a voucher that can 

be exchanged for cash or used to pay for groceries.  Another option is to donate 

the value of your coins to a favorite charity.  Some  machines will  count your 

coins and automatically deposit the amount with your designated charity. 

So, consider saving your change.  Itôs a great start to a savings plan or a way 

to pay for other short-term and intermediate financial goals you never had the 

funds for. For more information about how to make the most of your financial re-

sources, contact the Magoffin Cooperative Extension Service.  

 

Source:  Robert Flashman, Extension specialist family resource management 

Educational programs of the Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, 

color, age, sex, religion, disability or national origin. 

Small Change, Big Opportunity                         
Submitted by: Brooke Jenkins  



4-H News!  

For more information for youth participants and adult volunteers please contact:                                                              

Dora Parker, 4-H/ Youth Development Agent 

Forestry Competitions: Trees of Knowledge  

A walk in the woods can open countless doors to discovery.  Forestry pro-

jects, competitive field days and invitational events provide opportunities for 

Kentucky 4-Hôers to gain a useful knowledge of trees and the forestry industry. 

Through participation in these educational activities, members develop ap-

preciation for the role of trees in our environment, whether in a yard, park or for-

est.  These activities also help youth better understand the importance of sus-

taining woodlands as sources of products and services necessary for quality liv-

ing. 

Classes and workshops give 4-Hôers the practical skills needed to manage 

woodlands for forest health and use for timber and non-timber products.  Forestry field days and for-

estry projects boost studentsô interest in and preparation for a forestry career or profession in natural 

resources or sciences. 

Development of personal and professional life skills play an important role in the 4-H forestry 

program.  Research, observation, decision making, leadership, citizenship and teamwork are some 

of the character building qualities that benefit participants.  

Forestry field days for junior members, ages 9 through 13, are scheduled for selected sites in 

Eastern and Western Kentucky annually in the fall. These events include classes on compass and 

pacing, tree identification and tree measurement. In the afternoons, individuals compete in contests 

on these subjects. 

If a sufficient number of 4-Hôers show interest, a senior 4-H Forestry judging competition takes 

place annually in the spring at The Arboretum on the University of Kentucky campus.  This competi-

tion determines the top four students who will represent Kentucky at the National 4-H Forestry Invita-

tional in the summer in Weston, W. Va.  The state competition includes tree identification, tree meas-

urements, compass and pacing, topographic map interpretation and forest health based on insect 

and disease identification. Some instruction in forest evaluation is included.  Senior 4-H training ma-

terials and other information about the national competition are available at the website: 

www.4hforestryinvitational.org.  For other senior level training options, contact your local office of the 

Kentucky Division of Forestry or the Kentucky Division of Conservation. 

National team members are expected to attend the Forestry Leadership Program, a weeklong 

forestry educational experience for older teens, during the first week in June at the Kentucky Leader-

ship Center in Jabez.  This gives these individuals more training and experience working together as 

a team. 

 For more information on future forestry field days or competitions, contact Deborah Hill, UK 

extension forestry professor, at 859-257-7610 or email: dbhill@uky.edu or Terry Conners, UK asso-

ciate extension forestry professor, at 859-257-2463 or email: tconners@uky.edu. 

http://www.4hforestryinvitational.org
mailto:dbhill@uky.edu
mailto:tconners@uky.edu


4-H News!  

For more information for youth participants and adult volunteers please contact:                                                              

Dora Parker, 4-H/ Youth Development Agent 

Upcoming Events:  
-Win With Wood Competition October 14th 2010 
-Practice Dates for Win With Wood are Tuesday October 5th & Tuesday                                                                                         

October 12th (Times to be announced closer to the event) 

-4H Adult Council Meeting, Tuesday, October 26th at 5:30 PM 

-Teen Camp Counselor Retreat, Friday, Sept 10 (Van Leaves, 5PM) 

-National Poultry Contest, November 17-19th, Louisville KY 

Congratulations State                                

Fair Participants!  
The following is a listing of cooking participants and their place holdings:  David Fitch-Blue, chocolate chip muf-

fins; Daniel Fitch-White, cornmeal muffins; Nathan Perkins-Blue, biscuits; Carrie McCarty-Blue & Class 
Champion, granola bars.  

The following is a listing of individual and team winners.   
Poultry Judging: Whitney Jenkins- Red, Quest Adkins- Blue, Mark Campbell- Blue and Tanner Bowling- Red                                                   
Avian Bowl: Juniors- Mark Campbell- Blue, Whitney Jenkins- Red Seniors- Austin Howard-Blue, Seth Sparks-

Blue, Tanner Bowling-Blue                                                                                                                                             
*The Magoffin won first place in the state. Seth Sparks finished fourth individual and will represent Kentucky at 

the nationals.                                                                                                                                                        
Horticulture: Juniors- Rylea Salyer-Red, Mark Campbell- Blue, Whitney Jenkins-Red                                                                                          

Seniors- Seth Sparks- 1st, Austin Howard- 5th, Haley Campbell-6th and Tanner Bowling 8th                                                                              
*The Magoffin Team finished first and will represent Kentucky at The National Contest next year in California. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Keep your ears open for  

upcoming fundraisers to 
send our  

State Horticulture Champs 
to CALIFORNIA!next 

4H Youth 
 

Float Receives 
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Parade!!!
 

 



Page 7  


