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Hello Readers! 

 Another holiday 
season is upon us and will 
be here before we know 
it!  In light of the many 
changes that come during 
this time of year weõve 
included some timely arti-
cles and information just 
for you to use! 

 In this edition, 
there is information con-
cerning many different 
types of plants for your 
decorating needs during 
the upcoming holidays.  In 
addition is an article con-
taining very important 
material about heating 
your home and how to 
ensure you do it safely. 

 Also inside is lots 
of good news concerning 
our county 4-H program!  

4-H will be selling beauti-
ful, live wreaths as a 
fundraiserð they smell 
and look great and would 
also make nice gifts for 
someone on your shop-
ping list!   

 Be sure to check 
out this editionõs photo 
gallery full of pictures 
from Second Sunday 
2010 dinner...Did we 
catch you on camera?      

 If youõd like more 
information on anything 
youõve read, or are inter-
ested in topics we havenõt 
touched on, let us know.   

Donõt forgot to check out 
our featured recipe, per-
fect for any gathering 
...Sweet! Potato Cupcakes!  
Yum! 
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 The Poinsettia is the most common Christmas plant but there are sev-

eral more that can be used to decorate with at Christmas. Since many of these 

are greenhouse grown we can force many of them to bloom at Christmas and 

some bloom at Christmas without any help. The poinsettia now comes in sev-

eral colors including red, white, pink and many different types of bi-colors. The 

most common colors of azaleas used at Christmas are white, red and bi-colors. 

The cyclamen is also used to decorate with at Christmas. Kalanchoe have sev-

eral colors of flowers but the red flowered varieties are the only ones used at 

Christmas. The Christmas Begonia comes in red and white flowers with beauti-

ful foliage as an added attraction. The Chrysanthemum has several flower types 

and a big range of colors that help make it a possibility as a Christmas decora-

tion. The Christmas cactus is a very unique succulent plant that sometimes will 

bloom at Christmas. The Christmas cactus has red, pink or white flowers. 

 

  

 The care of Christmas plants is really important. Providing the proper 

amount of water is very dependant on the type of plant you are using to deco-

rate with. Most of them like to be moist but not wet which is sometimes hard to 

manage. Keeping them away from drafts from the heating system or the open-

ing and closing of a door is also important. Most of the Christmas plants would 

like for the room temperature to be about 65 to 70 degrees. Light is a big con-

cern since we are using them to decorate with we cannot always have them in 

direct sun light. To get more sun light you my want to move your plants to a 

window for short visits. 

 

  

 The poinsettia was rumored to be poisonous but after much research it 

was determined to not be poisonous but was still placed on the non edible plant 

list. The poinsettia is so difficult to keep and get it to produce new colored 

bracts and flowers that it should be thrown away after Christmas. We do how-

ever have the process available if someone wants to work really hard to keep 

one and force it to bloom again. 

 

  

  

Christmas Plants  

By: Russell Sparks  
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The cold Kentucky winds are beginning to blow signaling that itôs time to turn 

on the furnace.  Safety from fire and carbon monoxide poisoning should be your 

first priority. 

U.S. fire departments responded to thousands of home structure fires in 2009 

that involved heating equipment, according to the National Fire Protection Asso-

ciation. Not only are furnaces potential hazards, but many of the fires started from 

space heaters. Carbon monoxide deaths were another problem.   

Following a few safety rules can lessen the chance of a fire or carbon monox-

ide poisoning at your house. 

Keep flammable materials at least 3 feet away from heating equipment. This 

includes paint cans, combustible cleaning supplies, paper, curtains, clothing and 

rugs. Better yet, keep volatile liquids like paint and cleaners in a different 

room.  Make sure all vents are free of obstructions. 

Have a furnace professional check your furnace for gas leaks, cracked burn-

ers and heat exchangers, and other malfunctions.  Replace the furnace filter fre-

quently. 

Use a glass or metal screen in front of your fireplace so embers donôt pop out 

creating a fire hazard. Keep the hearth clear of decorations and debris. 

A smoke alarm is still the best tool for early fire detection, and a carbon mon-

oxide detector is the best tool to prevent fatal carbon monoxide buildup. At a bare 

minimum, there should be a smoke alarm on every level of your house and a car-

bon monoxide detector located per manufacturerôs recommendations. Replace 

the batteries in these detectors at least once a year and replace the entire smoke 

and carbon monoxide alarms every 10 years, since their sensors wear out. 

Have a 3-foot ñchild-free zoneò around open fires and space heaters and 

teach your children that fires and heaters are dangerous. 

If you have a wood stove, it should be surrounded by a non-combustible 

floor, and in some cases non-combustible wall panels. Check with local author-   

Safe Tips for Heating Your Home  
Submitted by: Brooke Jenkins  

ñA smoke alarm is 

still the best tool for 

early fire detection, 

and a carbon 

monoxide detector  

is the best tool to 

prevent fatal carbon 

monoxide buildup.ò 
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Safe Tips for Heating Your Home (Cont.)  

ities about the required radius for non-combustible flooring and the required dis-

tance from walls before the non-combustible panels are installed. 

Have chimneys cleaned and inspected every year by a qualified profes-

sional.  A sluggish draft or smoke rolling into the room could mean creosote 

buildup in the flue, which  could lead to a nasty chimney fire. 

Use only clear, 1-K grade kerosene in kerosene heaters.  Grade 2 kerosene 

burns dirtier and releases many more pollutants. Other fuels like gasoline will lead 

to fires or explosions. 

You must provide outside air ventilation for kerosene heaters or any other 

unvented heaters.  A general rule of thumb is 1square inch of open window or 

door for each 1,000 btu of heater rating, but check manufacturerôs instruc-

tions.  Carbon monoxide buildup has killed many people, often in their sleep. 

Turn off portable heaters when leaving the room or going to bed. 

Never use your oven to heat your home. 

Rehearse with your family fire safety practices. For example, set a family 

meeting place outside your house if a fire occurs, so you will know that everyone 

is safe. 

These few precautions will help you keep warm and, most of all, safe. 

For more information about fire prevention and home heating safety, contact 

the Magoffin County Cooperative Extension Service. 

 
Source:  Mark Purschwitz, Extension safety specialist 



4-H News!  

For more information for youth participants and adult volunteers please contact:                                                              

Dora Parker, 4-H/ Youth Development Agent 

Congratulations to 4H Win With Wood Competitors!!!  

 

Senior Division 
Seth Sparks- 7 Ribbons; 4 Blue, 2 Red and 1 

White 

Dalton Risner- 7 Ribbons; 4 Red and 3 White 

Junior Division 
Whitney Jenkins- 8 Ribbons 4 blue and 4 Red 

Elijah Rudd- 8 Ribbons 4 Blue 3 Red and 1 

White 

Justin Cantrell- 2 Ribbons; 1 Red and 1 White 

Great Job Guys! 

Win with Wood (WWW) is a unique opportu-

nity for Kentucky's youth to learn more 

about forest and the forest products industries and to showcase their talents and skills. This annual 

fun filled event incorporates both forest products events as well as forestry events. There are 8 

competitive categories being; tree measurement, Tree ID, Invasive species ID, Compass and Pac-

ing, Woodworking Tools, Soils, Forestry Tools, and Hardwood ID.   

 

LOOKING FOR HOLIDAY DÉCOR é. 

4H LIVE WREATHS are coming at the end of November!!!   

The proceeds from this event will support our NATIONAL  

Horticulture competitors next fall. 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Events 
HWMS 4H LEAD Club Night of Notables  

November 30, 6-8 PM, HWMS Gym   

4H Parent and Child Cooking Class  

November 16, 3:30-5:00 PM & December 14, 3:30-5:00 PM 

 

Special thanks to our volunteers who worked 

Community Day and Founderôs Day booths.  

Your dedication is admirable and appreciated! 
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