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Growing Your Own Food

Saturday, January 31, 2009

Hopkins County Master Gardeners will be
teaching the ins and outs of growing

your own vegetable garden. The FREE
workshop will begin at 9AM and conclude
by noon. The following topics will be
covered.

- Site Selection/Garden Plan

« Intensive Gardening Techniques
« Soil Testing/pH/Fertilization

« Transplant Production/Seeds

« Pest Control/Insects/Diseases

. Beneficial Insects
Grow your own quality pr

Participants will be
able to ask crop
specific questions and
a receive a home
vegetable gardening
guide. Please RSVP by
Friday, January 30 by
calling the Hopkins
County Extension
Office at 821 -3650.

-~ Save money on your grocery bhill.

-« Enjoy safe and healthy food that you grow
from home.

« Lower stress.

- Enjoy the health benefits from working in a
garden.
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Emerald Ash Borer Getting Closer to Kentucky

Jan.d Feb.
2009

Emerald ash borer (EABYrilus planipennifairmaire, is

an exotic beetle that was discovered in southeastern Michi-

gan near Detroit in the summer of 2002. The adult beetles
nibble on ash foliage but cause little damage. The larvae
(the immature stage) feed on the inner bark of ash trees,

disrupting the tree's ability to transport water and nutri-

ents. Emerald ash borer probably arrived in the United
States on solid wood packing material carried in cargo ships
or airplanes originating in its native Asia. Emerald ash borer
is also established in Windsor, Ontario, was found in Ohio
in 2003, northern Indiana in 2004, northern Illinois and
Maryland in 2006, western Pennsylvania and West Virginia Theemerald ash borer has not been fourid the Com-
in 2007, and Wisconsin, Missouri and Virginia in summer
2008. Since its discovery, EAB has:

Killed tens of millions of ash trees in southeastern Michi-
gan alone, with tens of millions more lost in Ohio, Illinois,

Indiana, Pennsylvania, West Virginia, Missouri, Wisconsin

Virginia, Ontario, and Quebec.

Caused regulatory agencies and th8DAo enforce quar-
antines Michigan lllinois, Indiang Maryland Missourj

Ohig, Ontarig, PennsylvaniaQuebecyirginig West Vir-
ginig, andWisconsif and fines to prevent potentially in-
fested ash trees, logs or hardwood firewood from moving
out of areas where EAB occurs.

Cost municipali-
ties, property
owners, nurser
operators and
forest products
industries tens
of millions of
dollars.

Distribution Map of EAB

monwealth. However, infestations have been found
nearby in Ohio and in Indians.

There are a lot of green insects around that can be con-
fused with the emerald ash borer. The picture below
(courtesy of the Missouri Dept of Agriculture) shows an
EAB along with several loaltikes. The lin@ip includes
(top row L=R): EAB, a bark gnawing beetle (family Trogos-
sitidae),Buprestis rufipesgreen June beetle, and the
caterpillar hunter. (bottom rowdR) Japanese beetle, a
green tiger beetle, green stinkbug, dogbane beetle, and
a metallic bee. The picture shows relative sizes and
shapes of these insects.
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Photo by Paul Andre - MDA

The following general characteristics may be caused by
EAB, other borers, stress, or physical injury:
-DaAKFLISR mkyé SEAG K2t Sa
- Serpentineshaped tunnels under bark

- Young sprout growth at base of tree

- Woodpecker activity

- Thinning of canopy

- Vertical splits in bark

The adult EAB is a distinctive dark metallic green about
1/2 long and about 1/8 inch wide but the insect may
not be seen unless it is very abundant in an area.
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http://www.aphis.usda.gov/publications/plant_health/content/printable_version/emerald_ash_borer_faqs.pdf
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/MDA_EAB_Quarantine_WhereAs_111851_7.pdf
http://www.agr.state.il.us/eab/?pg=28
http://www.entm.purdue.edu/EAB/quarantine/index.shtml
http://www.mda.state.md.us/plants-pests/eab/faq.php
http://www.aphis.usda.gov/plant_health/plant_pest_info/emerald_ash_b/downloads/spro-wayne-mi.pdf
http://www.ohioagriculture.gov/eab/plnt-eab-regulations.stm
http://www.inspection.gc.ca/english/plaveg/pestrava/agrpla/regrestrice.shtml
http://paemeraldashborer.psu.edu/EABPAFirewoodQuarantine2July2007.pdf
http://www.fallschurchva.gov/Content/Docs/EAB_FAQs.pdf?cnlid=2471
http://www.wvagriculture.org/images/Plant_Industries/WV_EAB_Quarantine08.pdf
http://www.wvagriculture.org/images/Plant_Industries/WV_EAB_Quarantine08.pdf
http://dnr.wi.gov/forestry/fh/pdf/FirewoodQuarantineWI.pdf

February Time for Thoughts of Pruning

February is a good month to start thinking This is also a good time of year to start
about pruning many of our trees and shrubs, thinking about pruning fruit trees. It & best
except for those that bloom before June 1. to prune most fruits while the plants are
Often’ we have warmer daysl and at this time of still dormant but after the severe weather
year we can start to see the buds swell. The best of winter has past. This means late February
thing about pruning at this time of year is that and early March are the ideal times for fruit

itds easier to see br anc hteepruningantKenduekg. r ubbi ng, or
dead branches. Additionally, without all the leaf

weight attached to the limbs, the cut branch The same basic pruning techniques used
weighs less and is easier to lift. on many landscape trees can be used on
fruit trees. For more detailed information
Pruning in late winter will occur just before on pruning, call the Extension Office and
one of the most active times of plant growth, wedll send you a detailed

bud break, when the plant is redirecting stored
nutrients from the root system out to
the branches. This would be the most
rapid time for wound (in our case the
pruned surface) healing by the plant
while fall would be the slowest time for
wound healing. So this is why we would
generally recommend pruning in late
spring as opposed to fall. If the limbs
being removed are dead or severely
damaged due to breakage, insects or
disease, it is best to remove them as
soon as possible at any time of the .
year. If the plant being pruned is spring DRI
-blooming (generally flowering before R
early June), it would be better from a i~
flowering display perspective to wait ‘
until after flowering to prune since the

pruning process will remove pre -existing flower
buds.

Dondét try to just cut off a
trunk i that often causes the bark to tear from the tree,
which can lead to insect or disease damage. This is the better
way: 1) Measure a spot on the
from the trunk. Using a saw, make a cut underneath the
branch and about one-third of the way through it. 2) Move
about 3 inches beyond the first cut and, from the top, saw off
the branch. 3) Cut off the rest of limb, making the cut just
outside the branch collar dhe swollen area at the base of the
branch. Do n 0 t dt acontains dubbstances that keepr
the area from decaying. Safety first is the best motto when dealing with large trees. When you have
tree limbs that grow up into or very near power lines, never trim them yourself. Always call the elec-
tric company or an arborist.
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For all your soil test needs, plant
disease and insect identification or
any other horticulture
guestions, email me at
mattfulkerson@uky.edu, call me
at 270-821-3650 or stop by the
Extension Office at 75 Cornwall
Dr. in Madisonville, KY.
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Upcoming Events

= Grow Your Own Food Workshog Saturday, January
31, 2009. Attend this workshop and learn the ins and
outs of growing your own vegetables this spring and
summer. See front of newsletter for more

information.

seeblue.
in the College of Ag

Matt Fulkerson

DT 7oAt

Extension Agent for Horticulture



