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You don’t need to wait for warm weather to start your vegetable garden. Several types of vegetables can be started as early

as March. Radishes, spinach, cabbage, broccoli, lettuce, onions and many more vegetables are all quite frost tolerant, and

you can seed or transplant them in the garden from mid March to early April.

If you want to get an even earlier start, you could try covering an area with clear plastic film to create a mini greenhouse

where plants will thrive. To try this season-extending technique first work up the soil for your plot and stretch some black

plastic over the area for a couple of weeks. This will help warm the soil and give seeds and transplants an added boost.

After a few weeks under black plastic, the soil will have warmed a few degrees, and you can prepare the bed for planting

and transplanting. Once planted, you should install a wooden or metal frame over the bed and cover it with clear polyethyl-

ene film. Anchor the film at the base with boards, bricks or soil, but remember that occasionally you will have to remove

the poly to tend to the plants and to harvest the crop.

For this reason, it’s best if you don’t permanently attach the plastic to the frame. It will also be necessary to open sections

of the covering for ventilation on warm sunny days. You can easily accomplish this by designing the ends of the covering
so you can easily open or remove them during warm weather.
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Crop Residues Have Value

Biofuels continue to be a hot topic in many grain crop producers' circles with some of the most recent discussions surrounding the use
of crop residues, such as corn stover, to produce ethanol. As Kentucky farmers begin to explore this new form of alternative energy,
they need to be aware of the value of their crop residue, according to a soil scientist in the University of Kentucky College of Agricul-
ture.

John Grove, associate professor for soil nutrient management, recently released the first year results of a study that explores the short-
term effects of various amounts of crop residue left in fields. The study showed that fields with a normal amount of corn stover
yielded nine more bushels per acre than fields with no crop residue. With the current price of corn around $4 per bushel, completely
removing the corn stover would cost producers about $36 an acre.

"The nine bushel per acre difference is due to improved water use efficiency," he said. "The stover was able to help the soil retain
some of its water during the last year's drought."

The study also showed that removal of crop residues resulted in considerable nutrient removal. This could cause producers who re-
move corn stover to apply more fertilizer to compensate for those losses. If fertilizer prices are high, this could be a costly venture.

"Producers need to realize that corn stover is a lot more than just carbon," Grove said. "It also contains nutrients, such as nitrogen,
potassium and phosphorus that the soil will retain and cycle for the next crop. When you remove stover, you change the soil's fertility
status."

Producers need to regularly evaluate crop residue values because they can change according to the dryness of the growing season and
the price of fertilizer nutrients.

Grove said because of their benefits to the soil and subsequent crops, residues should not be removed every year. Studies published in
several soil science publications have found that long-term continuous crop residue removal could lead to a rapid decline in soil or-
ganic matter resulting in soil structure and erosion problems.

If producers decide to remove crop residues, they should plant a winter cereal cover crop in the fall and consider applying either com-
post, poultry litter or other animal waste to the field in the spring to make up for the organic matter and nutrients that were lost as a
result of residue removal.
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Upcoming Events in Gre¢n County Agriculfre

March 9, 6:00 p.m. C.T.— Vegetable production meeting at the Adair County Extension Office. Dr. Terry
Jones will be the speaker.

March 16, 11:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. and also March 23, 6:00 p.m. — Pesticide trainings for farm owners at
the Green County Extension Office.

March 17, 11:00 a.m. — Green County Agriculture Council meeting at the Green County Extension Office.
Program will be by Dr. J.D. Green on weed control.

March 19, 6:00 p.m. — Green County Cattlemen’s Association Marketing tour organizational meeting at the
Green County Extension Office.

March 31-April 5 — Green County Cattlemen’s Marketing tour, San Antonio, Texas



