COOPERATIVE EXTENSION SERVICE « UNIVERSITY OF KENTUCKY « COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURE + LEXINGTON, KY, 40546 UK
(e

UNIVERSITY OF
KENTUCKY"
FAMILY & CONSUMER SCIENCES College of Agriculaure

I I Cooperative
u O O u I I Extension Service
Fulton County

1811 S. Seventh Street Suite 2B
Hickman, KY 42050

Newsletter e o
AUGUST 2009

First, let me begin with a big THANK YOU to the Fulton County Homemakers! My reception was
absolutely wonderful, and I am truly looking forward to working with each of you in the near future. I’d
like to give a special thanks to Margaret Adams for hosting the event. It was a very warm welcome to my
new position here in Extension. | would also like to thank those who volunteered his/her time to help with
Town and Country Days. It was a great success.

DATES TO REMEMBER

Aug. 24, Area Homemaker Council Meets at Ballard
Sept. 3, Gifts From the Heart at Cayce United Methodist Church 9:30-11:30
Sept. 28, Traveling the Ky Quilt Trail Lesson 1:30

Oct. 6, County Annual Day Hickman Methodist Church Life Center
(patriotic theme)

e Oct. 23, Area Annual Day at Graves County

IT’S TIME TO START THE NEW HOMEMAKER
YEAR!!!

This is the perfect time to build up our county’s homemaker groups....or better yet, start a new one. Surely
we all have a friend or two we can invite to join Extension Homemakers. Extension Homemakers is open
to friends of any age, race, gender, or religious affiliation. If you know of a group of people who share a
common interest, they can become a “special interest homemakers club” in our county. They should
contact the Extension Office at (270) 236-2351.

Have a wonderful rest of the summer!

N,

Amy M. Tyler
Extension Agent for Family and Consumer Sciences

UK [IK Educational programs of Kentucky Cooperative Extension serve all people regardless of race, color, age,
b sex, religion, disability, or national origin. University of Kentucky, Kentucky State University, U.S. Department
4 of Agriculture, and Kentucky Counties, Cooperating. Disabilities accommodated with prior notification.



GIFTS FROM THE HEART 2009
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This class will be presented by Purchase Area Master Clothing VVolunteers on &g@

Thursday, September 3 from 9:30 — 11:30 am at the Cayce Methodist Church. They

will show gift ideas that can be made for those special people in your life. Items to be shown include:

Baby Sling, Trendy “T”, Gift Card Wallet, Designer Rubber Gloves, Save-a-Tree Lunch Bag, Quick &

Easy Baby Quilt, Wrapped Basket, Zippered Tote, Purse Organizer, Scrap Bag, Sweatshirt Vest,

Decorative Pillowcase, Window Screen Bag and Decorative Scarf. There is a $10 registration fee which

includes a color copy of the instruction booklet for all items shown. Pre-registration is required. Call the

Extension Office at 236-2351 by September 1% to register.
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CONTROLLING ANTS IN THE HOME o

No one wants to wake up in the morning, go into a kitchen to grab some
breakfast and find ants invading your home. Ants are one of the most common pests
found in homes, but many misconceptions exist about their control.

While ants may all look the same to humans, many different species exist. The
most common ants found in Kentucky homes include pavement ants, carpenter ants,
acrobat ants, pharaoh ants and odorous house ants. It is important to determine which species you have
because each has unique characteristics and may require a different method of control. An entomologist or
knowledgeable pest control firm can help you determine which species you have.

In addition to being irritating, ants may contaminate food, build unsightly mounds on your property or
cause structural damage to your home by hollowing out wood for nesting.

The most common mistake people make is spraying only the ants they see. Colonies house anywhere
from several hundreds to millions of ants and can be located inside or outside the home. By only spraying
the ants you see, you may not be getting the entire colony. It is more effective form of control to find and
destroy the colony.

One way to do this is to set insecticide bait. The ants will take the bait to the colony and feed it to the
queen ant(s) and other members. Many times the bait will destroy the entire colony. Baits usually are user-
friendly and can be purchased at most stores. Many of them come in child-proof containers, while others
are applied as granules or via syringe.

Various species prefer different types of bait at different times throughout the year. If ants are not
eliminated on the first try, you may want to try a different kind. If the bait works, you should see more ants
feeding around it. While it may be tempting, you should not spray the ants while they are feeding on bait.
They will likely take the bait back to their queen and others in their colony. Do not spray household
cleaners and insecticides near baits because they could make them less appealing to the ants.

If the ants are not gone after several attempts to control them, you may want to consult a professional
pest control firm.

You can prevent or lessen the number of ants invading your home in the future by caulking or sealing
around openings in your home that are easy entryways for ants. This includes door thresholds, windows
and openings where wires enter the building.

Source: Michael Potter, UK Extension Entomologist
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