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FREE GELDING CLINIC 
Presented by the Kentucky Horse Park, the Kentucky 

Horse Council, and the Unwanted Horse Coalition 
 

March 10, 2012 
Kentucky Horse Park, Miller Barn – next to the Alltech Indoor 

Arena 
 

FREE GELDING / CASTRATION CLINIC  
GUIDELINES 

 
Pre-registration is required. This clinic is open to the public 
for equine owners who require financial assistance in order to 
castrate their stallions.  Castrations will be provided at no 
charge to clinic participants but a $20 application fee will be 
require for each horse. The clinic is limited to 20 stallions.  
Owners are responsible for all other costs associated with the 
clinic such as travel and any aftercare required. 
 
APPLICATION PROCESS 

Owners must complete Official Unwanted Horse Coa-
lition Clinic Participant Application. Applica-
tions and payment must be received on or before 
February 24, 2012.  

Owners must submit proof of horse ownership with 
applications (equine registration papers, bill of 
sale or other identification). 

Owners must submit 30 day health inspection certifi-
cate as well as proof of negative Coggins (EIA) 
test with application.  Photocopies are accepted. 

Owners must submit The Unwanted Horse Coalition’s 
Signed Consent form with clinic application. 

Applications should be sent to:  Kentucky Horse Park 
Sheila Forbes 

4089 Ironworks Parkway 
Lexington, KY 40511 

Email: Sheila.forbes@ky.gov      
Fax: 859-259-4206 

 
SEE PAGE 5-7 FOR ALL FORMS AND 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ON THIS 
CLINIC. 

The Future of Farming 

The future of farming is coming to the 47th NaƟon-
al Farm Machinery Show, as the naƟon’s largest 
indoor farm show returns to the Kentucky Exposi-
Ɵon Center in February. Start the year with row 
aŌer row of quality products and services, hands-
on demonstraƟons of the latest technological ad-
vancements, and a variety of free seminars. 

Don't miss the high-intensity acƟon of the Champi-
onship Tractor Pull, sponsored by Syngenta. These 
ground-pounding trucks and tractors are com-
peƟng for the fame and glory that comes with win-
ning at the oldest indoor tractor pull in America. 

Make plans now to be a part of the cuƫng edge 
display of equipment and technology at this year's 
NaƟonal Farm Machinery Show and Championship 
Tractor Pull. 

NaƟonal Farm  
Machinery Show 

February 15-18, 2012 
Kentucky ExposiƟon Center 

Louisville, KY   
hƩp://www.farmmachineryshow.org/ 
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John Morgan Henry, Franklin County FFA mem-
ber, was selected to receive $225.00 to purchase a 
Breeding Ewe through the KY FFA Association’s 
Livestock Grant Program.  Funds for this program 
come from the FFA portion of the proceeds from 
the Kentucky State Fair Sale of Champions. 

Franklin Co High School FFA chapter president 
Ryan Halligan has won the Kentucky Heifer Initia-
tive grant competition sponsored by Farm Credit 
Service and the  Kentucky Cattlemen’s Association. 
One of three in the state, Ryan received $2,000 to 
buy a heifer from a member of the KCA. 

 
 
 
 
 

Keenan Bishop 
County Extension Agent for Agriculture and  

Natural Resources 

 

Contact the Franklin County Extension Office at (502) 695-9035 if you would  
like to receive our newsleƩer via email.  Email your request to  

debbie.bohrn@uky.edu or kbishop@uky.edu.  If you know of a friend or neigh-
bor  you think would like to receive the newsleƩer, share your copy and tell 

them how they can sign up to receive it also. 
If you DO NOT want to receive this  

newsleƩer or your address is incorrect, please noƟfy us immediately. 
 



3 

UK’s 2012 Cow College 
 

The University of Kentucky Beef IRM 
group is pleased to announce that 
UK’s 2012 Cow College is now open 
for registraƟon. Cow College is an 
intensive, hands-on course for beef 
producers designed to expose them 
to the most cuƫng edge infor-
maƟon related to beef caƩle pro-
ducƟon and business. The program 

is divided into four two day sessions, and one single 
day session. Nearly half of the Ɵme in Cow College is 
hands-on sessions. 
 
In addiƟon to the hours of instrucƟon and interacƟon 
with specialists, parƟcipants receive printed materials 
to take back to the farm. 
 
The total cost of the program is $125 for all five ses-
sions, or $50 for each session individually. LocaƟons 
scheduled for 2012 include Lexington, Princeton and 
Morehead.  Fees do not include lodging.  
 
Proposed dates for Lexington: 
Economics/Management        July 10-11 
Forages/NutriƟon                   July 26-27   
Herd Health                           August 9-10 
ReproducƟon/GeneƟcs          September 11-12 
End Product                           October  9 
 
Proposed dates for Morehead: 
Economics/Management      July 17-18 
Forages/NutriƟon                 July  31-August 1 
Herd Health                          August 14-15 
ReproducƟon/GeneƟcs         September 18-19 
End Product                          October 16 
 
Proposed dates for Princeton: 
Economics/Management          July 24-25 
Forages/NutriƟon                     August 7-8 
Herd Health                              August  21-22 
ReproducƟon/GeneƟcs             September 25-26 
End Product                              October 23           
 
Enrollment is on a first come, first served basis. ParƟci-
pants must be graduates of UK’s Master CaƩleman 
Program.  It is limited to the first 30 people per loca-
Ɵon who reserve a spot with a deposit of $50 made 
payable to COW COLLEGE. Credit card payment is not 
accepted. The deadline for registraƟon is June 1, 2012.  

For online registraƟon go to:   hƩp://ces3.ca.uky.edu/
beefIRM/cowcollegereg.htm   
Deposit to Cow College should be mailed to:   

Land Dale 
Cow College  
Kentucky CaƩlemen's AssociaƟon 
176 Pasadena Drive 
Lexington, KY 40503 

 
If you have any quesƟons or need further informaƟon, 
contact Land Dale at land.dale@uky.edu or  
call: (859) 278-0899.  For other UK Beef IRM programs, 
please visit:    hƩp://www.uky.edu/Projects/BeefIRM/
welcome.htm 
 

Bee School 

By Phil CraŌ 
Bluegrass Beekeeping School, KY State University - 
March 10, 2012 

While this school will not take place unƟl 
March, I want to talk about it briefly to reas-
sure everyone that it will take place as usual 
(some people have been concerned about 

this school due to my heavy involvement in school plan-
ning as the Kentucky State Apiarist) and to let everyone 
know that our special guest speaker this year will be Dr. 
Dewey Caron, Emeritus Professor of Entomology at the 
University of Delaware. Some of you know Dewey from 
his past appearances at the 2007 Heartland Apicultural 
Society Conference in Frankfort and the 2008 Eastern 
Apicultural Society Conference at Murray State Universi-
ty. Dr. Caron will give the opening talk at the bluegrass 
school this year and do two breakout talks. In Dr. Caron 
we have a presenter who will share with us extremely 
pracƟcal beekeeping informaƟon in a manner that is 
very dynamic. We are in for a treat! So mark your calen-
dar for March 10th and make plans to be in Frankfort 
that day.  
 
To have the Phil CraŌ Beekeeping NewselƩer sent direct-
ly to you from philcraŌbeekeeping@windstream.net, 
send him an email to the above email address. It is orga-
nized by name, so PLEASE sign your email list request 
with first and last name. Also, if you are a Kentucky bee-
keeper, he would very much appreciate knowing where 
you live to pass along regional beekeeping informaƟon 
from Ɵme to Ɵme (such as local beekeeping meeƟngs 
and acƟviƟes), so PLEASE let him know the town where 
you reside or get your mail. (Any other informaƟon is 
opƟonal, but he does enjoy knowing something about 
your beekeeping experience and just more about you).  
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EQIP applicaƟons being accepted by 
NRCS through February 3rd for  
Organic, Seasonal High Tunnel and 
On‐Farm Energy IniƟaƟves 
 
Through the EQIP Organic IniƟaƟve, NRCS provides 
assistance to eligible producers for installaƟon of con-
servaƟon pracƟces to address resource problems on 
agricultural operaƟons related to organic producƟon. 
Both cerƟfied organic producers and producers who 
are transiƟoning to become cerƟfied organic can apply 
for this iniƟaƟve. Eligible applicants also include pro-
ducers who fall under the exempƟon category in the 
NaƟonal Organic Program (NOP) regulaƟon. Producers 
that sell agricultural products as “organic” but whose 
gross agricultural income from organic sales totals 
$5,000 or less are exempt from cerƟficaƟon. AddiƟonal 
informaƟon about the NOP and organic cerƟficaƟon 
requirements administered by the Agricultural Mar-
keƟng Service (AMS) can be found at 
www.ams.usda.gov/nop. 
 
 
The EQIP On‐Farm Energy IniƟaƟve addresses energy 
conservaƟon through pracƟce implementaƟon and for 
development of Energy ConservaƟon Plans. During 
fiscal year (FY) 2012, the program is designed to assist 
producers in two ways: 
 
1) IdenƟfy ways to conserve energy on their farms 
through an Agricultural Energy 
Management Plan (AgEMP) conservaƟon acƟvity plan 
(CAP), also known as an on-farm 
energy audit. 
 
2) Provide assistance to implement various recom-
mended measures through the use of 
conservaƟon pracƟce standards offered through this 
iniƟaƟve, such as the Farmstead Energy 
Improvement (374). 
 
 
Through the EQIP Seasonal High Tunnel IniƟaƟve, 
NRCS will assist producers to extend 
the growing season for high value crops in an environ-
mentally safe manner. The iniƟaƟve has the 
potenƟal to assist producers in addressing a resource 
concern by improving plant quality, improving soil 
quality, reducing nutrient and pesƟcide transport, im-
proving air quality through reduced transportaƟon in-
puts, and reducing energy use by providing consumers 

with a local source of fresh produce. Only High tunnels 
on cropland will be eligible. Greenhouses, float beds, or 
high tunnels not on cropland will not be eligible. Addi-
Ɵonally, the program addresses only installaƟon and 
labor associated with construcƟon of the High Tunnel. 
 
To obtain more informaƟon, contact Peggy Jackson, 
NRCS District ConservaƟonist at the Frankfort office at 
502-695-5203, opƟon 3. 
 
 
Update your Ag Water Quality Act plan now! 
 
We have recently become aware of new requirements 
for the most popular cost share programs in our area. 
Specifically, an updated (less than 5 years old) Agricul-
tural Water Quality Act (AWQA) Plan will be needed in 
order to receive higher prioriƟzaƟon for several cost 
share programs. These programs include the Ag Devel-
opment Board’s CAIP, NRCS’s EQIP and WHIP programs, 
and the KY Division of ConservaƟon’s St Cost Share Pro-
gram .   
 
The AWQA became effecƟve in 1994 when passed by 
the KY General Assembly to protect surface and ground-
water for polluƟon from agriculture and forestry prac-
Ɵces.  The law applies to operaƟons with 10 or more 
conƟguous acres of land that is used for agriculture or 
forestry operaƟons.  Many if not all of our farmers have 
completed AWQA plans but the vast majority have not 
been updated since they were developed 15+ years 
ago.  An online program is now available at 
www.ca.edu/awqa to help landowners decide which 
best management pracƟces are needed on their farm. 
Hardcopies of the AWQA workbook originally used to 
develop the plans are in limited supply so the online 
tool is recommended.  If you are unable to access the 
online program, you may contact the local ConservaƟon 
District or NRCS office for assistance. We strongly urge 
you complete the plan as soon as possible as NRCS and 
ConservaƟon District staff have limited abiliƟes to assist 
you with this process. WaiƟng unƟl the cost share pro-
gram deadline may mean that you will not have an up-
dated plan completed in Ɵme. 
 
NRCS: 502-695-5203, opƟon 3 
Woodford County ConservaƟon District: 859-873-4941 
Anderson County ConservaƟon District: 502839-5667 
Franklin County ConservaƟon District: 502-695-5203, 
opƟon 3 
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OPERATION GELDING: HOW IT WORKS 

Castrations are performed by a veterinarian or veterinary student under close supervision by a licensed veterinarian. 
Stalls must be halter broke with two descended testicles and be at least 4 months of age.  There is no upper age lim-

it. 
Castrations must be scheduled in advance.  The Kentucky Horse Park will contact registered clinic participations 

with their appointment time in advance of the clinic. 
Each horse owner will be given a specific time to arrive at the clinic.  Horse owners must arrive within a 30-minute 

time window or their appointment may be cancelled. 
Each horse must have at least one qualified handler with it at all times.  If bringing multiple horses, multiple han-

dlers are required. 
 
 
PRIOR TO THE CASTRATION 

All stallions must be in good health and have a current negative Coggins test dated within 12 months of the clinic 
date and obtain a 30 day health inspection certificate.  If other requirements are necessary, you will be con-
tacted. 

All stallions should be clean and should arrive in a well fitted halter with a sturdy lead rope or chain shank if re-
quired. 

Bring any vaccination and deworming records to the clinic. 
Upon arrival please park your horse trailer in front of the Miller Barn and check-in with one of the clinic staff. 
Stalls will be bedded with straw upon arrival.  Participants do not need to bring their own bedding however they 

should bring their own water buckets. 
AFTER CASTRATION 

Geldings will be monitored by the veterinary team following the procedure. 
On average, each horse will require an hour of recovery time before he can safely travel home. 
Owners will receive aftercare instructions. 
No horses may be removed until official release by veterinary staff. 

 
IN CASE OF BAD WEATHER 

In case of poor weather forecast, participants will be notified via phone or email the night before the clinic. 
 
DRIVING DIRECTIONS 
The Kentucky Horse Park is conveniently located off Exit 120 on I-75 in northern Fayette County.  The park address is 
4089 Iron Works Parkway, Lexington, KY 40511.    Participants should enter through the main KHP entrance and noti-
fy the parking booth that they are here for the clinic.  Participants should follow Cigar Lane to Alltech Way and turn 
left onto Alltech Way (just past the Big Barn on the right).  The clinic will be held in the Miller Barn which will be on 
your right.  Upon arrival, participants should park in front of the Miller Barn and check-in will clinic staff.  A check-in 
booth will be located in the barn     
 
    

 
PARKING 
Once the stallion owner has checked-in with clinic staff and unloaded and 
placed horse in assigned stall, all vehicles should be moved to the Indoor 
Arena Parking lot located east of the barn area.  No parking is allowed in the 
barn area other than official and veterinary vehicles.          
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All stallions must be in good health, clean and equipped with a well-fitted halter and a sturdy lead.  Please bring your stallion’s prior 
health, vaccination and de-worming records in addition to a negative coggins and certificate of veterinary inspection report.  The 
veterinarian on hand reserves the right to refuse to perform the procedure on any stallion not fit for surgery. 
 
Applicant’s Name: ___________________________________________________________ 
 
Address: ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
City: _________________________ State: __________________ Zip:_________________ 
 
Phone: ____________________________ Email:__________________________________ 
 
 
Number, breed and sex of the horses on your property: 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Please list all stallions to be castrated through this program: 
 

 

 
Veterinarian Name/Practice: ______________________________________________________ 
 
Address: ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
City: ____________________________ State: _______________ Zip:______________ 
 
Phone: _______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Please submit all applications and $20 application fee on or before February 24, 2012: 
Kentucky Horse Park 

Sheila Forbes 
4089 Ironworks Parkway 

Lexington, KY 40511 
Email: Sheila.forbes@ky.gov      Fax: 859-259-4206 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NAME BREED AGE 
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The Unwanted Horse Coalition’s 
Operation Gelding 

Consent Form 
 
 
I have read the attached Operation Gelding participant information and understand the information contained within 
it. 
 
I understand that Operation Gelding volunteer veterinarians are not able to perform an extensive pre-operative diag-
nostic evaluation.  I further understand that there is an additional anesthetic risk when this procedure if performed.  I 
understand that my stallion will be anesthetized for this procedure and that there is a risk involved with anesthesia, 
including unexpected death.  I further understand that the procedure may be performed by veterinary students under 
very close supervision of the volunteer veterinarians on hand. 
 
Operation Gelding volunteer veterinarians and/or the host organization reserve the right to refuse to perform the pro-
cedure on any particular stallion. 
 
I understand that under Kentucky Law, a farm animal activity sponsor, farm animal professional, or other person does 
not have the duty to eliminate all risks of injury to the participant or participation in farm animal activities.  There are 
inherent risks of injury that I voluntarily accept if I participate in this activity. KRS 247.4027 
 
Print Name: _____________________________________________________________ 
 
Signature: _______________________________________________________________ 
 
Stallion Name: ___________________________________________________________ 
 
Date of Clinic: ____________________ 
 
Phone Number of Horse Owner / Attendee: ____________________________________ 
 
Witness Name: ___________________________________________________________ 
 
Witness Signature: ________________________________________________________ 
 
Date: ____________________________ 
 
I hereby grant the host organization, Operation Gelding and its representatives the irrevocable and unrestricted right 
to use and publish photographs of me and/or my horse for educational, advertising and promotional purpose in con-
nection with Operation Gelding.  I herby release Operational Gelding, the host organization, clinic sponsors, and their 
representatives from all claims and liability relating to said photographs. 
 
Signature: ______________________________________________________________ 
 

Please submit all applications and $20 application fee on or before February 24, 2012: 
Kentucky Horse Park 

Sheila Forbes 
4089 Ironworks Parkway 

Lexington, KY 40511 
Email: Sheila.forbes@ky.gov      Fax: 859-259-4206 
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For Your Information—CAIP Updates 
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The Franklin County CaƩlemen’s AssociaƟon will 
have their quarterly membership meeƟng February 
7th at the Extension Office. The meal will be spon-
sored by McBurney Livestock Equipment of New 
Castle. McBurney’s will discuss what they have to 
offer in the lines of livestock equipment and prod-
ucts. NAPA will provide door prizes and announce 
their grand re-opening. Dr. Sloan from the Henry 
County Animal Clinic will once again offer his “Ask 
the Vet” sessions for Ɵmely advice and recommen-
daƟons for your herd health. Call 695-9035 to re-
serve your meal and to be eligible for door prizes. 

COMING SOON! 

Winter School 2012 
More information on Page 9 

 

Topics: 
• Vulture Damage 
• Wildlife Nuisances 
• Climate Change 
• Landscape Design 
• Social Media for Farms and Small Business 
• Back “Yard Poultry, Part II 
• Fungicides and Vegetable Plant Disease       

Resistance 
• Insecticide Selection and Application 
• Asparagus Culture and Vegetable Update 
• Beef Quality Assurance Training 


