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Need a Pesticide Card?
Private Pesticide Applicator Trainings for farmers to be able to purchase and use herbicides, insecticides, etc that are restricted-use.  The training sessions are free and the card is good for 3 years.  You need to attend only one of the following sessions listed:

· February 1, 2012 - During Agronomy Day at Mason County Extension Office

· March 15, 2012 at 10:00 am-Noon at Extension Office (old building)

· April 5, 2012 at 6:00-8:00 pm at Extension Office (new building)

Need a BQA Card?

Some Phase I Cost-Share Programs like the Cattle Handling Program (chutes, other equipment) require you to have a BQA Card.  BQA stands for “Beef Quality Assurance”.  To get a card, you have to attend a training session that lasts about an hour.  The cost is $5 and the card is good for 3 years.
· January 26, 2012 at 10:00 am at the Extension Office (old building)

· February 9, 2012 at 6:00 pm at the Extension Office (old building)

· March 8, 2012 at 6:00 pm at the Extension Office (old building)

· March 13, 2012 at 6:30 pm Farm & Family Night – Maysville Community College

· March 20, 2012 at 10:00 am at the Extension Office (old building)

Home Gardening Program
District Extension Agents are hosting a series of 7 sessions on horticulture beginning on November 29, 2011.  The sessions will be connected by the internet and offered simultaneously in 20 different counties.  All sessions will start at 6:30 pm and held at the Fleming County Extension Office.  Please register by November 25 by calling the Extension Office at 606-845-4641.  The following topics are scheduled for the program:
· November 29:  Session #1 – Planning Your Garden

· January 31:  Session #2 – Growing More in Less Space

· February 29:  Session #3 – The Three Gardening Seasons

· March 29:  Session #4 – Irrigating, Mulching, Fertilizing, & Composting

· April 30:  Session #5 – Garden Weed Control
· May 29:  Session #6 – Harvesting & Storing Vegetables

· June 21:  Session #7 – Canning & Freezing Vegetables
Phase I Cost-Share Program Signup Period

The signup period was delayed.  The two-week signup period will be soon at the “new” Soil Conservation Office on the Hwy 32 Bypass (beside the Marathon gas station).  Call 845-4841.

There are 11 total programs to pick from and the maximum funding is $3,000 per farmer. See all program information online at http://tobaccotrust.ky.gov/funds/caip.shtml
  

1. Agricultural Diversification – Transplanting & cultivation equipment, irrigation supplies, cooling equipment, harvesting equipment, bird netting, jars, labels, seeds, cuttings, plasticulture supplies, greenhouse materials, bee supplies, rabbit equipment, etc.
2. Cattle Genetics Improvement – Bulls, heifers, semen, A.I. schools, A.I. supplies, etc.  

3. Cattle Handling – Chutes, scales, flooring, mineral feeders, creep feeders, animal waste handling equipment, waterers, bull gates, hoof trimming table for dairy, etc. 

4. Commercial Poultry, Dairy, & Swine – New or Renovation of facilities, feed ways, animal waste handling, milking equipment, generator, feeding equipment, etc.
5. Farm Fencing Improvement – Posts, wire, planks, gates, etc.
6. Farm Structure & Commodity Handling – Bale accumulators, bale wrappers, forage baggers, portable feed bunks, concrete feed bunks, elevators, augers, hay forks, hay spears, hay rings, mechanical bale loaders, feed bins, grain bins, etc.
7. Farmland Improvement & Utilization – Approved seed, ag lime, filter-fabric pads for heavy use areas, subsurface drainage, etc.
8. Goat & Sheep Diversification
9. On-farm Energy Efficiency & Production
10. On-farm Water Enhancement
11. Technology & Leadership Development
Weed Control for Corn & Soybeans
Dr. J.D. Green will be at the Mason County Extension Office on Tuesday, January 17, 2012 at 6:00 pm to discuss weed control in corn and soybeans in our area.  Discussions will include how to control Roundup-resistant weeds like Marestail.  
Agronomy Day
The area Agronomy Day will be held Wednesday, February 1, 2012 at 9:00 am to 3:00 pm at the Mason County Extension Office.  Lunch will be provided.  Topics will include vegetables, tobacco, and grain crops.  CEU’s for commercial pesticide applicators will be 4 general hours and 2 specific hours for categories 1a, 10, 12, 14.
Weed Control for Pasture & Hay

Two different meetings will be held at the Fleming Co. Extension Office to discuss weed control for forage crops in our area.  Dr. J.D. Green, UK Weed Specialist, will be the featured speaker.

· Session 1 – February 6, 2012 at 6:00 pm – Early season weeds

· Session 2 – April 12, 2012 at 6:00 pm – Late season weeds
KDDC / Alltech Coverall Dairy Meeting

Friday, January 27, 2012

10:00 am – 1:30 pm at the Extension Office (new building) 
Topics:  “Can Technologies Reduce Dairy Farmer & Cow Stress?”  Dr. Bewley, University of KY
   “Got Scours?? - Calf Gut Health Determines Productivity”  Megan Taylor, Alltech
Lunch provided

Dairy Lunch & Learn Meetings

Tuesday, February 7, 2012

11:30 am – 1:00 pm at the Extension Office (new building)

Topic:  Cow Comfort    Dr. Jeff Bewley, University of Kentucky

Lunch provided

Tuesday, February 21, 2012

11:30 am – 1:00 pm at the Extension Office (new building)

Topic:  Who wants to be a Millionaire?  Dr. Larry Tranel, Iowa State University

Lunch provided

Kentucky Alfalfa Conference
February 23, 2012 at Cave City Convention Center from 8:30 am to 3:00 pm

The registration is $15 that includes lunch. Topics include: Getting more from your alfalfa; performance of Roundup-Ready varieties; marketing; seed coatings; role in animal diets.
Northeastern Kentucky Beekeeping School

Saturday, February 25, 2012 at 9:00 am to 3:30 pm

Carl Perkins Center, 1300 Divide Hill Drive, Morehead, KY  40351

Registration fee:  $20 at the door
Lime

Most of the products available to farmers are Calcium Carbonate that is not pure, but contains some impurities like clay and their Relative Neutralizing Values (RNV) range from 40-100% (as listed in the Fall Lime Test Report). The cost of lime increases with the fineness of grind – fine particles usually dissolve and go to work quicker than larger particles.  Lime left on the soil surface reacts more slowly than lime that is mixed with the soil.
I sent information on a “pelleted” lime product to Dr. Frank Sikora at UK Regulatory Services and he determined the RNV.  This is a list of products that are available locally.


Location


Company


RNV percent
Paris, KY


Bourbon Limestone


65

Flemingsburg, KY

Vulcan Materials Co


65

Mt. Sterling, KY

The Walker Co. of KY

56.

West Liberty, KY

Cave Run Stone


80

Carey, OH


The Andersons (pelleted)

90
Salt Toxicity: Too Much Salt and Not Enough Water

Dr. Michelle Arnold, Large Ruminant Extension Veterinarian, University of Kentucky
The cold temperatures and muddy conditions of winter often make routine chores difficult to nearly impossible.  Feeding salt or trace mineral mix and ensuring an adequate supply of water are two chores that, if neglected can result in a health disaster.  Salt poisoning or “water deprivation sodium ion toxicosis” occurs when excessive quantities of salt are ingested and/or intake of water is limited.  This condition has been reported in all species throughout the world but is most common in swine, cattle and poultry.  Overconsumption of salt and mineral frequently occurs if the herd has been without these supplements for a week or more.  Water intake may be greatly reduced by frozen water sources, overcrowded conditions, unpalatable (dirty/contaminated) water, getting trapped in an area such as a barn without water, or some mechanical failure of an automatic waterer such as a faulty well pump switch.  Heaters in watering troughs may also cause stray voltage that discourages water consumption by cattle.  Clinical signs of salt poisoning may include salivation (drooling), increased thirst, abdominal pain, increased urination and defecation (some diarrhea), circling, blindness, seizures, staggering, and belligerent or aggressive behavior. It is critical to keep salt and/or trace mineral available to cattle because overconsumption of 2.2-6.6 lbs of salt in deprived animals can result in salt toxicosis, even when water is available. Cattle are also likely to ingest other potential toxins if they are looking for something to satisfy their salt cravings.  Many cases of poisoning diagnosed at the UKVDL involve cattle investigating old barns or burn piles when salt or mineral was unavailable. 
Get to Know Your Feeds

Dr. Jeff Lehmkuhler, Extension Beef Cattle Specialist, University of Kentucky

The coproduct feedstuff prices move closely with the price of grains.  This price movement can result in slight to significant formulation changes of supplements and feeds as nutritionists attempt to balance the diet or supplement for nutrient content and minimize costs.  Due to the potential swapping of feeds in and out, many purchased dry feeds and supplements may not list actual ingredients, but rather use collective terms.  Collective terms include things like roughage products, processed grain coproducts, and plant protein products. Though most feed companies or feed sales representatives won’t tell you what the exact mixture is for a given feed, you should be able to find out what is in the feed for main ingredients.  Recently, peanut products have made their way into central Kentucky.  These feedstuffs were less costly at the time and obtained in an effort to keep feed costs down for beef producers.  What do you know about peanut products?  The primary peanut coproducts being used this year are peanut skins and hulls.  Peanut skins contain a high amount of fat, near 20-25%, which can limit their inclusion rate in forage-based rations.  They are also contain moderate amounts of crude protein at approximately 17% and lower levels of acid detergent fiber (<25%).  These unique factors make them attractive as a feedstuff.   Peanut skins, however, also contains a significant amount of tannins.  As the level of peanut skins increased to 20% of the diet on a dry matter basis, diet dry matter and protein digestibility were found to be reduced.  This is a result of the high tannin content binding up degradable protein leading to a rumen protein deficiency for finishing-type diets.  Peanut skins can be used as component in supplements offered to cattle grazing forages high in crude protein (>16%).  Because of concerns of limited degradable protein for much of the tall fescue hay fed to cows during the winter, peanut skins would not be an ideal supplement without additional crude protein offered along with it.  Peanut hulls differ dramatically in nutrient content to that of skins.  They are low in protein and fat while being high in fiber.  These properties make this feedstuff a roughage source.  However, as the inclusion rate in the diet increases, the energy density is reduced and performance will decline.  Peanut hulls should not be finely ground and fed to beef cattle as forage replacement as the effective fiber content is reduced by this processing which may result in greater risk to ruminal acidosis.  As you begin looking for less expensive feeds, be sure to think about how these feeds can be produced for less money.  Read the feed tag ingredients and if there is not adequate information listed ask the feed salesman specifically what is in the feed.  Learning more about various coproducts will allow you to have better performance when feeding these feedstuffs.
That’s a good question….

►Why did my tobacco leaves have yellow spots and not cure well?
From ID-160, KY & TN Tobacco Production Guide – Spring applications of chloride-containing fertilizers such as muriate of potash at rates higher than 50 lbs of chloride per acre can lead to excessive levels of chloride in the leaves causing curing and storage problems.  Sulfate of potash should be the major potassium fertilizer used on tobacco fields after January 1 of the current crop year.  Animal manures are also known to contain high enough levels of chloride to reduce the quality of cured tobacco.  Excessive rates of manure or manure used in conjunction with muriate of potash may result in unacceptable chloride levels in the cured leaf.  Where possible, it is probably best to utilize poultry manure for other crops instead of tobacco.
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Recipe for Baked Apples and Sweet Potatoes

Ingredients:
5 sweet potatoes, 4 apples, ½ cup margarine, ½ cup brown sugar, ½ teaspoon salt, 1 teaspoon nutmeg, ¼ cup hot water, 2 Tablespoons honey

Directions:
Boil potatoes in 2 inches of water until almost tender. Cool potatoes, peel and slice. Peel, core and slice apples. Preheat oven to 400°F. Grease a casserole dish with a small amount of margarine.  Layer potatoes on the bottom of the dish. Add a layer of apples slices. Sprinkle with some sugar, salt, and tiny pieces of margarine over the apple layer. Repeat layers of potatoes, apples, sugar, salt and margarine. Sprinkle top with nutmeg. Mix the hot water and honey together. Pour over top of casserole. Bake for 30 minutes. Yield: 6 servings of 1 cup each

Nutritional Analysis: 300 cal; 8g fat; 1.5g sat fat; 59g carbs, 0mg cholesterol; 320mg sodium.

Source: USDA, Food Stamp Nutrition Connection
Calendar of Events

Jan 17

- Weed Control for Corn & Soybeans Dinner-Meeting at 6:00 pm Mason Co. Office

Jan 19

- Forage Update at 9:30 – 2:30 pm sponsored by Byron Seeds at Blue Licks Park

Jan 20

- KY Commodity Conference at Holiday Inn-University Plaza at Bowling Green

Jan 23

- County Extension Council Meeting at 6:00 pm at Extension Office

Jan 26

- BQA Training at 10:00 am at Extension Office (old building)

Jan 27

- KDDC / Coverall Dairy Barn Meeting at 10:00 am – 2:30 pm at Extension Office

Jan 31

- Session #2 – Growing More in Less Space at 6:30 pm at Extension Office

Feb 1

- Agronomy Day at 9:00 am – 3:00 pm Mason Co. Extension Office

Feb 1

- Pesticide Applicator Training at Mason Co. Extension Office

Feb 6

- Part 1:  Weed Control in Pastures & Hay at 6:00 pm at Extension Office

Feb 7

- Dairy Lunch & Learn from 11:30 – 1:00 pm at Extension Office

Feb 9

- BQA Training at 6:00 pm at Extension Office (old building)

Feb 15-18
- National Farm Machinery Show at Louisville 9 am – 6 pm daily - $8 parking

Feb 21

- Dairy Lunch & Learn from 11:30 am – 1:00 pm at Extension Office

Feb 23

- KY Alfalfa Conference at Cave City Convention Center 8:30 am – 3:00 pm

Feb 29

- Session #3 – The Three Gardening Seasons at 6:30 pm at Extension Office
Mar 8

- BQA Training at 6:00 pm at the Extension Office (old building)

Mar 13

- Farm & Family Night at 5:00-8:30 pm at Maysville Community College

Mar 13

- BQA Training at 6:30 pm at Maysville Community College

Mar 15

- Pesticide Applicator Training at 10:00 am – Noon at Extension Office (old building)



- Ag Advisory Council Dinner-Meeting at 6:00 pm at Extension Office (old building)

Mar 20

- BQA Training at 10:00 am at Extension Office (old building)

Mar 29

- Session #4 – Irrigating, Fertilizing, & Composting at 6:30 pm at Extension Office
Apr 5

- Pesticide Applicator Training at 6:00 – 8:00 pm at Extension Office (new building)

Apr 12

- Part 2:  Weed Control in Pastures & Hay at 6:00 pm at Extension Office

Apr 19

- Farmers Market Training at 6:00 pm at Extension Office

Apr 23

- County Extension Council Meeting at 6:00 pm at Extension Office

Apr 26

- Farmers Market Training at 6:00 pm at Extension Office

Apr 30

- Session #5 – Garden Weed Control at 6:30 pm at Extension Office
May 3

- Farmers Market Certification Training at 6:00 pm at Extension Office

May 29
- Session #6 – Harvesting & Storing Vegetables at 6:30 pm at Extension Office
Jun 21

- Session #7 – Canning & Freezing Vegetables at 6:30 pm at Extension Office
The Cooperative Extension Service prohibits discrimination in its programs and employment on the basis of race, color, age, sex, religion, disability, and national origin.


To file a complaint of discrimination, contact Jim Lawson, UK College of Agriculture, 859-257-3879; Terry Allen or Patty Bender, UK Office of Institutional Equity and Equal Opportunity, 859-257-8927; or the USDA Director of Civil Rights, Room 326-W Whitten Bldg., 14th and Independence Ave. SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 (202-720-5964).
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