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m turned into the Fayette County Conservation District
5 Office by 4 p.m. on October 7, 2011. You may sign
F ayette County m up for a maximum of 50% of approved expenses up

. ®t0 2 Maximum limit of $5000.00.
Farm Field Day . §

:This will be your only chance to sign up until late
The Fayette County Farm Field Day will be held on w 2012.
Thursday, September 22, 2011 at Todd and Kiristin : For copies of the application you can contact the

Clark’s farm on Georgetown Road. A flyer is m Fayette County Conservation (Carly Burton) at
included in this newsletter. : 859-254-5800, extension 3 or Fayette County
I hope you will take time out of your schedule and s Extension Office at 859-257-5582. You may also
attend this Field Day. Also, included in the field m access on-line at: http://ces.ca.uky.edu/Fayette/
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part of the Field Day will be hosted by Kathy and ® the Fayette County Farm Field Day at Todd and

|
Ed Armstro.ng of the  Bluegrass Polo Club. m Kristin Clark’s Farm on Thursday, September 22,
Our meal will be catered by Darrell Slone. Please % 2011. Information on Field Day is included in this
RSVP by Tuesday, September 20th to the Fayette m newsletter.
County Extension Office (859) 257-5582. :
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TIPS FOR BUYING QUALITY HAY

- Current prices for fertilizer and

other inputs have caused a lot
", | of hand-wringing in farms
| across Kentucky. The expenses
or growing and harvesting hay
| have increased dramatically.
Hay growers are passing along
these costs to those of you buying hay. It is now more
important than ever to be an educated hay buyer and hay
producer. Know the true costs of making hay and know the
true value of the hay you are buying.

1. Figure Out How Much You Need

I guess this one goes without saying. But, it isn’t always clear
how much hay a cow or horse can or should eat. , One
example, a brood cow or mature horse will eat about 2 to 2
Y2 % their body weight everyday. So, a typical 1200 Ib cow
or horse will need 24 to 30 Ibs of dry hay per day. A good
rule of thumb is to allow for one 1000-1b. hay bale per cow
per month or one 50-lb. square bale per horse for two days.

If you need to feed 100 cows for 3 months, you will need
approximately 300 large round bales. If the cows average
morte than 1200 Ibs, hay is stored outside, or the bales atre
fed without any protection (hay ring, etc.), the amount of
hay required will increase by 10 - 30% to account for in-
creased intake and feeding and storage losses. These same
type of calculations can be used for horses. If you are really
stretching out your hay or allowing the animals to graze for
substantial amounts of their forage, then you should be able
to make do with at least 10 -30% less.

2. Match Hay Lots to Your Animal’s Need for Quality
Nutritional requirements for livestock vary in many ways.
As a dry cow or horse moves through the last trimester of
her pregnancy and into milk production, her nutrient needs
change. The hay that should be fed to these cows or horses
will change, too. So, it may be best to look for at least two
different hay lots that are of differing quality. Of course,
each situation will be different so it is important to consult
with your County Agent if you’re not sure how to estimate
how much quality you will need.

3. Look for the Right Hay Quality

Yes, the quality of hay that you need is available. But, there
are still many who have no idea what forage quality means,
much less do appropriate sampling to assess it. You may
have to ask for a forage test or insist on sampling it so that
you can determine if it is what you need. Certainly, there are
some folks who will get offended when you ask to see the
results of a forage test. However, this can and should be a
deal-breaker. A tremendous amount of money can be made

ot lost on this decision. Remember, you are fundamentally

buying digestible energy and protein. Be sure you know
what you are buying. Contact the Kentucky Department of
Agriculture’s Hay testing Program at 1-800-248-4628 to
have your hay tested or go to foragetesting.org and find other
Certified Labs located around the country.

4.Don’t Buy Problems

When you haven’t produced the hay, you likely won’t know
much about what might be hiding in those bales. For
example, hay brought onto your farm can carry invasive
weeds. Even if the hay has been sprayed, the producer may
have used ineffective herbicides. If preservative treated hay
is an issue in your livestock feeding program, definitely
inquire to see if the hay you are purchasing has been treated

with a preservative or other chemical treatments.

Occasionally, hay may also have poisonous weeds, toxic
mold, or other anti-quality factors such as hardware like tin
cans, baling wire, etc. Again, it is important to talk with your
hay provider about their management practices and to
examine the hay lot by opening a couple of bales once the
hay has arrived on the farm before you purchase the hay.
Always maintain your right to reject the load if issues arise
during inspection of the hay. Inquire as to where the hay
originated. In certain parts of the country, insect issues such
as blister beetles and fire ants cause major problems and in
rare cases death.

5. Know Which Cutting You are Buying

By knowing which cutting you are buying, you can learn
more about the forage’s quality and what could be hiding in
the bales. Third cutting alfalfa is generally higher quality
than first cutting, because the plant growth is slower in the
summer and there is a larger proportion of leaves to stems.

6. Note How the Hay was Stored

Hay that has been stored outside without any protection
may have a weathered layer that the cows won’t eat. This
weathered layer commonly represents a waste of over 25%
of the bale’s volume. To get the most hay for your money,
buy hay that has been stored inside or under cover. If the
hay has been stored inside, will you accept ground bales?
Whether the hay was stored on concrete or on dry earth,
there will be some spoilage and probably some small
amount of mold on the bottoms of those bales.

7. Know the Moisture of the Bales

All hay has some amount of moisture in it. The standard hay
moisture is 15% (that is, the hay has 15 Ibs of water and 85
Ibs of dry matter). However, hay moisture may be as low as
8% or higher than 20%. All else being equal, it would be
wise to purchase hay lots with lower moisture levels.

(continued on page 3)
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TIPS FOR BUYING QUALITY HAY (continued)

8. Know the Weight of the Bales area. Though there is a charge (the seller may be willing to

This is arguably the most important issue. Hay (bales) should abs.orb this cost), you will be able to calculate an average bal.e
always be bought on a “pet-ton” basis. Cows and horses weight and how much the hay cost on a “per ton” basis. This
don’t eat bales, they eat pounds of forage. If you buy a bale will also help you to bett.er understand the transportation
that is advertised as weighing one thing and it weighs less, costs on a “per ton” basis, as well.

then the effective cost goes up and in some cases 9. Be Prepared to Pay for Hay Upon Delivery

substantially. If all of your questions and inquires have been answered
sufficiently and the hay meets your expectations, then be
prepared to pay for the load hay upon delivery to your farm.
Expect the seller to cash the check immediately after the

leaving the farm.

If the hay seller claims that his/her large round bales weigh
1000 Ibs, ask them how they know. Many producers think
they are making 1000 Ib rolls because “the baler’s manual
says so.”

Unfortunately, bales rarely weigh what the baler’s manual
says it will. As a rule of thumb, 4 ft bales will have to be

For more information on these and other forage manage-
ment subjects, check out the University of Kentucky Forage

extremely tight (dense) and at least 5 ft tall to weigh 1000 Ibs.
Similarly, 5 ft bales will have to be extremely tight and at
least 4 V2 ft tall to weigh 1000 lbs. The same holds true for
small square bales. Actually there can be more variability
with weight on small square bales than with large round or
large square bales.

Website at www.uky.edu/Ag/Forage or contact you’re the

Fayette Cooperative Extension Office.

Adapted by Dr. Ray Smith and Tom Keene (University of Kentucky)
based on an article written Dr. Dennis Hancock in the Jannary 2009
issue of “Georgia Cattleman”. Dr. Hancock is the Forage Extension

Of course, the only sure way to know is to weigh them . In Specialist at the University of Georgia.

fact, it is important to weigh several of them to get an

average. Even bales from the same field baled with the same
baler can vary by 10-15%. If there are no scales available on
the farm that can weigh large rolls, run a truckload of bales
over a certified scale in your local

MASTER STOCKER PROGRAM BEGINS SOON

Date /Location

Master Stocker Program is a Kentucky Beef | Session Name

Network Program funded by the Kentucky

Enterprise Risk Management 10/04/11—Fayette County

Agriculture Development Board and delivered
by UK College Of Ag. This program will begin
in October 2011 and will consist of eight 2-1/2
hour education sessions focusing on
Backgrounding and Stocker Operations in
Kentucky. Program provides participants with
ready reference on eight educational sessions.
Cost is $75.00 per person. This includes a meal
at each session beginning at 6:00 p.m. to
conclude by 9:00 p.m. All sessions except
11/29 session will be held at Fayette County
Extension. Participation is limited to 5
participants from Fayette County. If you are
interested please contact the Fayette County
Extension Office at 859-257-5582.

Price Risk
Management

Marketing

Nutrition

Forage Marketing

Health Management

Environmental
Compliance

& Best Management
Practices

Facilities and
Handling for Stocker Cattle

Extension

10/11/11- Fayette County
Extension

10/25/11- Fayette County
Extension

11/01/11- Fayette County
Extension

11/08/11- Fayette County
Extension

11/15/11- Fayette County
Extension

11/22 /11— Fayette County
Extension

11/29/11- Scott County
Extension Office
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FORAGES

Fall Weed Management

I constantly get questions on what to do for pasture
weed control in mid-summer when weeds are big and
everyone notices them. However, some of the best
times to control most pasture weeds are in the fall and
early spring. UK Weed Scientist, Dr. JD Green,
discusses decisions you need to make to have successful
weed control in your pasture.

“One option to tackle weed problems is to apply
broadleaf pasture herbicides in mid to late fall or early
next spring. However, herbicides alone may not be the
best solution to revitalize pastures for the next grazing
season.

The first step to determine your weed management
options is to do a critical evaluation of pasture fields.
Not only do you need to take an inventory of the
current weeds present, but also scout the field to look
for any developing weed problems in their seedling
growth stages. Identify areas of the field with potential
problems such as musk or other biennial thistles,
poisonous hemlock, buttercup and common chickweed.
Also, you should assess the growth of desirable forage
grasses and legumes.

Your primary question then becomes — does the
existing stand of desirable forages appear adequate and
potentially competitive enough against any emerging
weed problems? If the forage stand is acceptable and
weed pressure is light, the best course of action likely is
to do nothing this fall except other routine pasture
management practices.

However, if you do see developing weed problems then
you may want to take action to begin correcting the
problem. In some cases, there may be no good
solutions that will correct all weed problems you’ve
observed. Here are some points to consider as you
make those decisions.

After you evaluate the pasture, you must decide whether
or not to 1.) drill or overseed more forages into existing
pasture to improve the stand of desirable forage grasses
or 2.) spray herbicides to control emerging broadleaf
weeds. You will not be able to do both at the same time
since most pasture herbicides have the potential to
injure newly emerging forage grasses or legumes. For
pasture herbicides which contain only 2, 4-D, it’s
generally recommended to wait four to six weeks after
spraying before reseeding forage crops. Other broadleaf
herbicides may require waiting six months or more
between the application and seeding forage legumes;
make sure and check the label of the specific herbicide
product you use. As a general rule of thumb, if you
decide to spray this fall, you will need to wait until next
spring before seeding additional forages. If you reseed
first, then you should wait until the new seedlings have
well-established root systems before applying
herbicides. It’s important to note that anytime you use
broadleaf herbicides, you’ll likely kill any clovers or oth-
er desirable legumes in the treated areas.

One alternative to consider in some situations is using a
total-pasture renovation technique to control or
suppress growth of the weedy vegetation followed by
interseeding more forage grasses or legumes. This
assumes that you don’t need the field for grazing
animals until the newly seeded forages become well
established. In this approach, a herbicide product
containing either paraquat or glyphosate is applied to
“burn back” or kill all existing vegetation before
reseeding. Since paraquat and glyphosate have no
soil-residual activity, desirable forages can be
interseeded into the soil mediately after herbicide
application.

Yet another course of action is a “wait and see”
approach. But, keep in mind that weeds are much easier
to control when they are small and immature.”
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Fall Fertilization of Pastures

When most of us think of nitrogen fertilization of
cool season grass pastures we think of early spring and
late summer. Many horse farms are now taking a cue
trom turf grass professionals who routinely apply
nitrogen in the late fall (late October and November in

KY).

Obviously late season

4 green color is not as

#9 important for large

" pastures, but the

- advantages of increased
grass density (more
tillering), improved weed
competition, and eatly spring green-up are just as
important in a forage stand as on a golf course or lawn.

_!.
LR AR

The goal of late fall fertilization is to apply light rates
of nitrogen after grass growth has slowed, but when
the leaves are still green. Nitrogen applied in early fall
(September and early October) can stimulate excess
growth during the time of the year that stands should
be preparing of winter. Growth during this period also
has to be clipped or grazed to prevent it from matting
down over winter. On the other hand, N applied late
fall (late October and November) is taken into the
plant and improves root growth, tillering, and energy
storage.

For cool-season grass pastures, a nitrogen application
of 30-40 Ibs/acre is adequate to increase tillering and
stand density. At this rate you would need to apply
approximately 100 lbs/acte of ammonium nitrate or 75

Ibs/acre of urea.

The fall is also an excellent time of year to soil test your
pastures and add any lime, phosphorus, or potassium

that may be needed. The addition of these nutrients at
this time improves the plants nutrient reserves going
into winter. By improving the plants nutrient reserves
you will experience increased winter survival and
regrowth after grazing in addition to the advantages of
improved weed competition, eatly spring green-up and
increased tillering.

In all, the fall is the best time of year to focus on
fertilizing your pastures. I hope you take in mind many
of the benefits of fall fertilization and make it a part of
your pasture management program.

ASBURY UNIVERSITY
DRAFT HORSE DAY
PLUS MISSION FARM
GROUNDBREAKING
CEREMONY
Y
i\

September 24, 2011

Free Admission

Location: Asbury University Center

Lunch Available for Purchase $3 to $5, provided by the
Jessamine County Cattleman’s Association

Details of the Ceremony included in this newsletter

KENTUCKY STOCKER
CONFERENCE

SEPTEMBER 27, 2011
10:00 am— 3:00 pm
Fayette County Extension Office
1140 Red Mile Place
Lexington, KY 40504

Lunch provided-$10 registration fee at the door

Contact your local County Extension Agent
for lunch reservations




Certified Scale Locations

The following is a list of certified scale locations in Central Kentucky. If anyone is aware of additional
certified scale locations please feel free to let us know so the location can be added to the list. You can reach me

by e-mail: ncater@uky.edu or phone 859-257-5582.

Farmers Feed Mill/Hallaway Feed

251 West Louden Ave.

Lexington, KY 40508

Phone: 859-255-7602

Hours: Monday through Friday 8am-5pm

Directions-

Take Newtown Pike inbound "2 mile from New Circle
Road. Turn left at the second stop light onto Louden
Avenue. Hallaway Feed is /2 mile on the left. Turn
into the first entrance past the railroad track.

Bluegrass Grain Co.

333 Henry St.

Lexington, KY 40508

Phone 859-253-2985

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 7:30am-5pm, Saturday 8am-12pm
Directions-

Take Newtown Pike inbound from New Circle Road.
Drive through the 4t stoplight and turn left onto 3td
street after a few hundred yards. Immediately cross
over railroad tracks, and then turn left onto Henry
Street. Bluegrass grain is on the left

Woodford Veterinary Clinic

3550 Lexington Road

Versailles, KY 40383

Phone 859-873-7361

Hours- Mon. - Fri. 7:30am-6pm,

Saturday 7:30am-12pm

Directions-

From Lexington- Drive outbound on Versailles road.
Shortly past the castle, turn right between the Dairy
Queen and Chevron station. Woodford Veterinary is
approximately /4 mile back.

Stay right in front of the main building.

From Bluegrass Parkway- Drive on Lexington Road
toward Lexington. Turn left at the first light between
the Dairy Queen and Chevron station. Woodford Vet-
erinary is approximately /4 mile back. Stay right in
front of the main building.

Creech Services Inc.

3380 Paris Pike

Lexington, KY 40511

Phone 859-293-6658

Hours- Monday through Friday 7:30am-5pm
Directions-

Take Paris Pike from Lexington toward Paris.

From I-75 (exit 113), drive exactly 2 miles and turn
right into the Kentucky Thoroughbred Center stable
entrance. Stop at guard shack and
they will point you toward Creech Services. Scale is not
visible from office, so come into building and someone
will assist you.

Thornberry Mini-Storage

200 Legion Drive

Paris, KY 40361

Phone 859-987-3464/Cell 859-221-9840

Hours- Mon. - Fri. 7am-5:30pm, Saturday 8am-3pm
Directions-

From Paris Pike- Take the Paris By-pass 3.5 miles.
Turn right onto Legion drive immediately after driving
under the railroad overpass. Thornberry Mini-Storage
is the second drive on the right.

From Highway 68(north side of by-pass) - Take the
Paris By-Pass .5 miles. Turn left onto Legion drive im-
mediately after passing Cane Ridge Elementary















