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Dear Producer: November 17, 2011 

  

 

 

 

The Kentucky State Police is partnering with the University of Kentucky, Estill 

County Farm Bureau Federation, and the Estill, Powell and Jackson County 

Extension Offices to provide a òFarmer Outreach Forumó that will forge 

enhanced relationships between law enforcement and the agricultural community.   

The meeting is scheduled for Monday, November 21st, 6:00 p.m., at the Estill 

County Extension Office located at 76 Golden Court Irvine, KY 40336.  Topics of 

discussion include safety regulations, licensing requirements, and driver 

qualifications.  

For more information about the program, please contact the Kentucky State 

Police Division of Commercial Vehicle Enforcement at (606) 783 -9542 or Estill 

County Extension at (606) 723 -4557.  
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Plan To Lower Winter Feed Costs 
Dr. Roy Burris, Beef Extension Specialist, University of Kentucky 
 

Winter feeding is probably the single largest expense of maintaining the cow herd.  This year will not be an 

exception due to high input costs (especially grain and concentrates).  However, there are several management 

practices that we can use to lower our feed costs and make our herds more profitable. 

 

The amount of hay and purchased feed needed can be de-

creased by extending grazing for as long as possible.  Last year 

at Princeton, we had to begin feeding hay in August.  This year 

grazing might continue until Thanksgiving, due to improved 

moisture conditions.  Pastures that have  received nitrogen and 

been allowed to accumulate growth can be grazed even farther  

into the winter, thus markedly delaying the start of winter 

feeding.  Accumulated/stockpiled fescue pastures should be 

strip-grazed to avoid waste and increase grazing days. 

 

Pregnancy check the spring calving cow herd now and eliminate the wintering of open cows ï or move them 

to the fall-calving group.  Thin cows that are pregnant can be put on stockpiled pasture as soon as their calves 

are weaned to regain body condition prior to the winter feeding period.  Favorable prices make this a good 

time to cull unproductive cows.   

 

Calculate the amount of hay that you need to feed the cows through the winter.  A rough estimate would be 

about two percent of their bodyweight for 120 days or so.  That would be about 25 lbs daily for 120 days to 

equal approximately 3,000 lb of hay per cow.  Now multiply 3,000 lb by the number of cows that you plan to 

winter to estimate the amount of hay needed.  You might be able to feed less than 120 days but donôt count on 

it, and your round bales of hay probably weigh closer to 1100-1200 lbs rather than the expected 1500 lbs.  Ob-

tain forage analyses on your hay supply so that you can estimate your supplemental feed needs.  Supplemental 

feed purchases can be made ahead of time for best prices. 

 
(Continued next page) 
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Lower Winter Feed Costs continued... 
 

Plan to minimize feed losses.  Consider a feeding pad (geotextile fabric and gravel) with hay feeders to 

minimize mud and waste.  Cost share programs may be available for permanent feeding structures.  Feed pads 

or structures will also minimize damage to your pastures during the wet winter months. 

 

Consider lower cost alternative feeds when purchasing supplements.  Be aware of the nutrient value of 

purchased ingredients ï things like rice hulls, peanut hulls, cottonseed hulls, etc. may have very little feed 

value.  You should know (based on your forage analyses) if you need protein, energy or both and purchase 

your feed accordingly. 

 

Cattle should be grouped according to their nutritional needs for winter feeding.  There are several distinct 

management groups in most beef herds: 

Cows nursing calves  

Weanling replacement heifers 

Bred yearling heifers 

Dry, pregnant cows 

Herd bulls 

 

Most herds will have at least three of these groups which will benefit from 

being managed separately. 

 

Increase feed to cows after calving to get calves off to a good start and to maintain the cowsô body condition.  

Donôt let cows lose much condition (flesh) this winter or next yearôs pregnancy rates will suffer.  Calf prices 

will likely remain high so attempting to save money by underfeeding the cow herd this winter is bad business 

for the future. 
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The Agriculture Water Quality Act was passed by the Kentucky Legislature in 1994. It states that landowners 

with 10 or more acres in agricultural production must develop a water quality plan. If you farm 10 or more 

acres or plan to harvest trees on 10 or more acres in Kentucky, then you are required by state law to imple-

ment an agriculture water quality plan.  

 

This plan documents the best management practices youôre using to protect water resources. These best man-

agement practices could include planned grazing systems for livestock, filter or buffer strips around crop 

fields, animal waste storage structures and nutrient management plans. It should also include plans to limit 

livestock access to streams. In addition, the document should include information about proper handling of 

herbicides and pesticides and proper maintenance of septic systems.  

 

(continued next page) 

 

From schools to stores, restaurants to co -ops, there are other ways that farmers can sell 

their products without having to spend their Saturdays at a farmers market.  

 

Eat Local, Grow Local and the Madison County Extension Service will collaborate to present a 

workshop on alternative markets for farmers and for businesses or institutions interested in 

buying local farm products. It will be held from 7 p. m. to 9 p.m. November 29 at the Madison 

County Extension Center at 230 Duncannon Lane, Richmond, KY 40475 . 

 

Buyers will explain who they are, what products they are looking for, how 

much, and how often. Farmers will introduce themselves and their farms and 

what products they raise or grow. Farmers and buyers will have time for one

-on-one questions and exchanging contact information with each other.  

 

There will be a representative from the Kentucky Department of Agriculture present to 

answer questions about the Kentucky Proud and Restaurant Rewards Programs.  Insurance 

agents offering farm liability policies will also be available to answer questions.  

 

The event is open to any business, group, or institution interested in buying local farm 

products, as well as any grower interested in selling their products to these alternative 

markets. The buyers coming to this event include Madison County Schools, Whole Foods, Good 

Foods, EKU Café, Arlington Country Club, Berea College Food Services , 7-family co -op, 

Halcomb Knob Farm B&B (Paint Lick), and Kentucky Alliance of Food Banks.  

 

If you would like to attend, please register by calling the Madison County Extension Center at 

(859) 623 -4072.     
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John W. McCauley, FSA State Executive Director, announced that ballots for the 2011 
FSA county committee elections will be mailed to eligible voters November 4, 2011. 

The deadline for eligible voters to return ballots to their local FSA offices is December 
5, 2011.  

 
"The FSA county committee allows producers to make important decisions concerning 

the local administration of federal farm programs," said McCauley. "I urge all eligible 
farmers and ranchers, especially minorities and women, to get involved in their 

communities by voting in this year's elections."  

 
To be an eligible voter, farmers and ranchers must participate or cooperate in FSA 

programs. A person who is not of legal voting age, but supervises and conducts the 
farming operations of an entire farm, can also vote. Agricultural producers in each 

county submitted candidate names during the nomination period held last summer.  
 

Eligible voters who do not receive a ballot can obtain ballots at their local USDA Service 
Center. December 5, 2011, is the last day for voters to submit ballots in person to local 

USDA Service Centers. Ballots returned by mail must be postmarked no later than 
December 5.  

 
RETIREMENT: Minnie Cruse will retire from the Farm Service Agency after 33 years of 

service.  There will be reception in the honor of Minnie to celebrate her years of 
dedication and hard work. You can stop by the FSA office on Tuesday November 22, 

2011 from 2:00 PM to 4:00 PM to wish Minnie the best in her retirement. Refreshments 

will be served.  

 
For details, call Madison/Estill FSA at 1 - 888 -758 - 6909  

AG WATER QUALITY ACT continued...  

 

To implement a water quality plan, first look at the activities in your operation. You can use a web-based 

planning tool to answer questions about the operation. By answering these questions, you can identify the 

appropriate best management practices needed. Then, you document that these practices are being used and 

properly maintained. In many cases, proper practices are already in place, and creating an agriculture water 

quality plan provides a document stating that you are doing the right things to protect water quality on your 

farm.  

 

However, keep in mind that an agriculture water quality plan is not a voluntary document, 

and the Kentucky Agriculture Water Quality Act has not gone away. Periodically review and 

update your plans to reflect changes in farming and forestry practices or land ownership. 

Additionally, a water quality plan is required by the local Soil and Water Conservation 

District if you plan to apply for state cost share programs.  

 

For more information on the Kentucky Agriculture Water Quality Act, please contact our office. 
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MAG-60 GOAL: To enhance the value of Kentucky feeder calves by synchronizing estrus in beef 
females for timed insemination to a small group of pre-selected bulls. This allows us to market a 
consistent feeder calf that is age, source, and genetically verified for superior performance. Kentucky 
Beef Network (KBN) has received monies to breed 4000 females each breeding season (Fall 2011, 
Spring 2012, Fall 2012) or until 12,000 females have been bred.  
 
Expectations of KBN:  

Provide funding for cost of semen and service ($20) to AI companies  

Work with the faculty at the University of Kentucky to develop a list of bulls of various breeds to 
use and a breeding strategy  

Work with KBN facilitators and UK Extension to help promote the program.  

Provide personal service and technical support to organize the estrus synchronization and AI, 
age and source verification, carcass ultrasonography  

Promote the MAG-60 marketing opportunities  
  
Expectations of producers:  

Provide a healthy, properly conditioned female for estrus synchronization  

Pay for the synchronization pharmaceuticals, labor, and facilities to accomplish the timed AI 

Work with the KBN field representative, extension personnel, and the AI service technicians to 
coordinate breeding  

Process the cattle to meet CPH-45 health requirements  
Maintain breeding, birth, and health records  
Age and source verify the cattle  
Background the cattle for a minimum of 60 days before marketing  
Subject the cattle to carcass ultrasound through KBN Carcass Ultrasound program  
Market the calves through MAG-60 marketing options 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(article continued on next page) 
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MAG-60 continued... 
 
MAG-60 Marketing Options  
 
Retained Ownership 
MAG-60 steers may be retained into feedlots by owner.   Specific programs will be developed 
 to help facilitate this process.  
MAG-φπ ÈÅÉÆÅÒÓ ÍÁÙ ÂÅ ÒÅÔÁÉÎÅÄ ÉÎÔÏ ÔÈÅ Ï×ÎÅÒȭÓ ÈÅÒÄȢ  
 
MAG-60 Bred Heifer Sale 
MAG-60 heifers can be sold at local bred heifer sales and be bred back to a MAG-60 bull.  
 
MAG-60 Direct Marketing -  
If producer has enough numbers to create a truck load, these calves can be direct marketed from the 
farm.  
 
MAG-60 Sales 
Calves not marketed through the other options may be sold through MAG-60 co-mingled sales.  
If the producer chooses to market the cattle elsewhere, the producer will reimburse KBN for the full 
amount of the cost-share ($20 for AI)  
 

For more information, contact our office or the Kentucky Beef Network at 859 -278-0899.  

 

 

 

EPA is once again postponing the compliance date for farms to implement spill containment 

plans for oil and fuel storages.   The new  compliance date is proposed to be May 10, 2013.  

 

òOn October 18, 2011, the U.S. EPA amended the date by which farms must prepare or amend 

and implement their Spill Prevention, Control, and Countermeasure (SPCC) Plans, to May 10, 

2013. If EPA receives no adverse comment by November 2, 2011, then the rule will become 

effective on November 7, 2011. An overwhelming segment of the continental United States 

was affected by flooding during the spring and summer of 2011. Other areas were impacted by 

devastating fires.   Many counties in many states were declared disaster areas by either the 

federal or state government or both. As a result, EPA believes that because of their unique 

nature farms were disproportionately affected and need additional time to prepare and 

implement a Spill Prevention, Control, and Countermeasure Plan.ó 

 

This does not mean that the spill containment requirement is going away.   Itõs 

highly likely that compliance will be required at some point, perhaps even on 

the new date they have proposed.   So, affected farmers still need to be 

making preparations.   EPA has info posted at  

 http://www.epa.gov/emergencies/content/spcc/spcc_ag.htm#spcc  
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NAME  CLASS BREED PLACE  

Ashley Lynch 004 Early Junior Heifers Salers 1st 

  009 Summer Yearling Heifers Salers 2nd 

Makena Cox 004 Early Junior Heifers Salers 2nd 

  005 Winter Heifer Calves Salers 2nd 

  008 Reserve Champion Heifer Calf Salers Reserve Champion 

  014 Senior Yearling Heifers Salers 2nd 

  019 Cow-Calf Salers 2nd 

  040 Produce of Dam Salers 2nd 

  041 Best of Five Head Salers 2nd 

Micah Lynch 005 Winter Heifer Calves Salers 3rd 

  013 Junior Yearling Heifer Salers 2nd 

Andy Alcorn 013 Junior Yearling Heifer Salers 3rd 

  019 Cow-Calf Salers 3rd 

  022 Late Spring Bull Calves Salers 1st 

  040 Produce of Dam Salers 3rd 

 029 Senior Bull Calves Hereford 2nd 
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MEAL SPONSORS  
Estill Co. Cattlemenõs Association 
Estill Co. Farm Bureau Federation  
Estill Co. Conservation District  
Citizens Guaranty Bank  
Hardy Oil  
 
HOST LOCATION  
Aldersgate Camp& Retreat Center  
Aldersgate prepared the meal too  
 
DOOR PRIZE DONORS  
Mountain View Veterinary Clinic  
Perryõs Auto and Machine Shop 
Animal Clinic of Estill County  
Richmond Tractor Supply Co.  
Richmond Southern States  
Tri -County Fertilize Co.  
Meadeõs Do-It Center  
Roseõs Cash & Carry 
Roseõs Feed Store 
Hardy Gas  
Carquest  
Carhartt  

TRACTOR DRIVERS  
Fred Brown II  
Jason Crowe  
Dwight Rodgers  
Andy Alcorn  
 
REGISTRATION  
Carol Alcorn  
Thelda Brown  
Cheryl Stepp  
Tracy Blevins  
Sherry Eldridge  
 
DOOR PRIZE DRAWING HELP  
Boy Scout Troop 144  
Hunter Parks  
Jason Crowe  
 
ADDITIONAL HELPERS  

Phyllis Alcorn ðpictures  
Fred Brown II - provided straw  
Andy Alcorn - straw handler  
Mickey Conrad - straw handler  
 
TOUR PRESENTERS  

Lee Padgett  
Sam Miller / Chad Brothers  
Jason Wachter  
Skip Johnson / Wayna Adams  
Tom Barnes  
Lee Townsend  
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For 57 years, the late Norm Taylor traveled the world collecting and obtaining clover seeds. As a result, 

the University of Kentucky College of Agriculture clover breederôs seed collection had the most diversity of 

clover species of any collection in the world. 

The UK Department of Plant and Soil Sciences donated Taylorôs collection to the U.S. Department of 

Agriculture in February 2011. The Norman L. Taylor University of Kentucky Clover Collection was designated 

a special collection by the USDAôs National Plant Germplasm System. The USDA Agricultural Research 

Service keeps the collection of annual species at the Plant Genetic Resources Conservation Unit in Griffin, 

Ga. and the perennials at their Western Regional Plant Introduction Station in Pullman, Wash. 

Glen Aiken, USDA-ARS agronomist and animal scientist, facilitated the transfer of Taylorôs seed 

collection.  ñMaintaining a seed collection takes a lot of time, and if a collectionôs not taken care of, over time 

the seeds lose their viability,ò said Aiken, who is also an adjunct professor in the UK Department of Plant and 

Soil Sciences. ñWe knew we needed to maintain his collection, and the USDA had the manpower to do so.ò 

Taylor spent his career working to increase peopleôs knowledge and understanding of the genus 

Trifolium, which contains all the clover species, and developing improved red clover cultivars. Taylor wanted 

to collect seed from every species of Trifolium. His collection included 196 of the 245 known clover species, 

1,147 accessions or seed populations collected in different parts of the world, and 1,929 inventories or seeds 

grown from those accessions. 

ñWe knew the Taylor collection was a real treasure, and we wanted to keep it safe and have Normôs 

legacy live on,ò said Gary Pederson, USDA-ARS research leader of the Plant Genetic Resources 

Conservation Unit. ñThe beauty of this collection was the accessions of several obscure species.ò 

The Taylor collection added 229 new accessions and 57 additional accessions thought to be lost forever 

to the U.S. clover collection. During his career, Taylor was responsible for adding 44 new Trifolium species to 

the U.S. clover collection. The Taylor collection also provided additional seed for hundreds of existing 

accessions, increasing their availability to researchers and educators from around the world. 

Some of the Taylor collection is already available to researchers and educators. A number of the 

accessions have very few seeds; Pederson and others are working to build up their inventories, so they, too, 

can be available. 

Eventually the USDA will set up two websites dedicated to perennials and annuals of the Taylor clover 

collection. 

On a personal note, Norm Taylor was a key part of my UK graduate school experience.  My Masterôs 

Degree dissertation was about hay drying effects of red clover stem trichomes (plant hairs).  Norm Taylor 

helped guide us through my research project and we proved that fewer stem trichomes helped red clover hay 

dry faster.  This project was the foundation for the development of ñFreedom!ò red clover, a variety 

released on an exclusive basis to Barenbrug USA. First seed sales to farmers was in early 2003.  

Norm was definitely King of Clovers and it is great that his clover collection will be preserved. 
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Bath County Agricultural Education and Marketing Center.  

Intersection of I-64 (123 exit) and US 60, Owingsville, KY. 
 

5:00-5:30 Registration        

 

5:30-6:00 Updates 

  Bath County Produce Auction 

  Kentucky Market Pavilion  

 East Kentucky Sweet Potato Growers Association  

 

6:00-6:30 No-Till/Limited Tillage for Pumpkins and Sweet Corn Production  

  Dr. Shawn Wright, U.K. Horticulture Specialist, Robinson Substation 

 

6:30-7:00 Dinner/Tour Provided by the Bath County Produce Auction 

Promotion of the 2012 Kentucky Fruit and Vegetable Growers Conference January 5-6, 

Embassy Suites Hotel ï Lexington, KY 

 

7:00-7:30 Using Resistant Varieties as a Management Tool 

  Dr. Kenny Seebold, U.K. Extension Plant Pathology Specialist 

 

7:30-8:00 Fertilization Practices for Determinate and Indeterminate Tomatoes 

  Dr. Tim Coolong, U.K. Assistant Extension Professor, Vegetable Crops 

 

8:00-8:30 Mechanization for Fruit and Vegetable Producers 

Dr. John Wilhoit, U.K. Associate Extension Professor Machine Systems Automation 

Engineering 

 

8:30  Evaluation/Adjourn  

 

If you would like to attend this informational meeting, please call the Bath County Extension Office at 606-

674-6121 by Friday, December 9th to register.  

 


