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WETTEST APRIL EVER

April 2011 was the wettest April ever recorded in the
Commonwealth. The total rainfall nearly doubled the previous
record for April set back in 1972. Most all locations across the
state experienced their wettest April ever, and Frankfort and Cav
Run even experienced their wettest month on record.

Rainfall was heaviest in Western, Central, and Bluegrass
regions of the state, especially along the Ohio River. The hea
rain caused major and even record flooding on the Ohio River
its tributaries in the western portion of the state. Fields were
soaked nearly all month, making it nearly impossible for planting.

Temperatures were also above normal as the southerly flow that \\
kept the state wet also kept it warmer than normal. However; the
first few days of the month the Commonwealth did experience \
some sub freezing low temperatures. Temperatures for the period
averaged 60 degrees across the state which was 4 degrees warmer than normal. High temperatures
from 72 in the West to 72 in the East.

Departure from normal high temperatures ranged from 3 degrees warmer than normal in the West t
degrees warmer than normal in the East. Low temperatures averaged from 52 degrees in the West tg
degrees in the East. Departure from normal low temperature ranged from 6
warmer than normal in the West to 9 degrees warmer than normal in the Eaj
extreme high temperature for the period was 90 degrees at Booneville and t
extreme low was 22 degrees at Cynthiana.

Rainfall for the period totaled 12.04 inches statewide which was 7.7 inches
above normal and 277% of normal. Rainfall totals by climate division, West ]
inches, Central 12.36 inches, Bluegrass 12.64 inches and East 9.18 inches,
was 9.06, 7.93, 8.68 and 5.13 inches above normal. By station, rainfall totals
ranged from a low of 5.75 inches at Pikeville to a high of 16.14 inches at Nol
Lake.
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Sidewall Compaction Possible

Recent rains have slowed corn planting prog
to wait for optimal planting conditions to ensure they get good yields at harvest time, according to Edy
Ritchey and Lloyd Murdock, extension soils specialists with the University of Kentucky
College of Agriculture. Planting, tilling or trafficking in fields during wet conditions
could cause compaction. In most soils, the greatest amount of compaction occurs wf ‘Z\\(
field is at a moisture level that can be tilled but is a little too wet for tillage. The key to
preventing sidewall compaction is waiting until the ground is dry enough to plant. Corr
producers can test the moisture level in their fields by molding the soil into a ball with @(w
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NOTICE: Beef Meeting, Monday, June 13, 7:00 p.m., at the
Extension Office. Estill Co. Cattlemen Assoc. will meet as well.

Equine Faem and Facilities Expo

The University of Kentucky Equine Initiative will host an Equine Farm and Facilities Expo from 3:30 p
8 p.m. EDT June 7 at Shawhan Place in Paris. The expo will highlight displays featuring equine equip
and supplies from area businesses. Admission is free and a meal will be provided.
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"The expo will allow horse owners and horse farm managers to see the range of equipment and supplies the

are currently available for horse farms of all sizes," said Ray Smith, professor and forage extension s
for the UK College of Agriculture''UK specialists will provide handsn instruction techniques for designir
facilities, conducting strategic deworming and spraying, seeding and mowing pastures."

Glenn Mackie Bourbon County Extensiomgent for agriculture and natural resources, said host farm Sh
Place is an ideal venue to demonstrate the practical aspects of management and machinery for equir
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operations. "Shawhan Place is a working medsaimed equine operation that has been developed from raw

farm land," he said. Shawhan Place is a premier Thoroughbred farm offering foaling, breeding, sales
consignment, breaking, layps and préraining services. It is owned and operated by Theodore Kuster,
Charles Koch, and Matthew Koch.

,-"t required. Contact the UK Equine Initiative office at &&7-2226 or emalil

equineinitiative@uky.edto reserve a spot. For more information about this ar

/ ) other UK Equine Initiative events, vigittp://www.ca.uky.edu/equinar emalil
equineinitiative@uky.edu.

@1\/\\ Reservations for the Equine Farm and Facilities Expo are appreciated but ng
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Crawdads (Crayfsh) Abound

With wet weather, crayfish are active in lawns even in normally drier soils.
There use to be various treatments even some specialists recommended, but
as of today there is not a good solution to the problem of crayfish in lawns.
Due to the nature of crayfish tunnels, any chemicals applied to their holes will
go directly into ground water. There are scores of home remedies passed
around. Be aware that can be held liable for polluting ground water trying to
control crayfish.

ARSON IS A CRIME

Although the spring fire season was over April 30, arsonists can set
fires anytime. Citizens who have information or witnessed suspected
arson activity are asked to call the nearest Kentucky Division of
Forestry office, State Police Post, or the Target Arson Hotline at
1-800- 27- ARSON

UHBEERRESENRGHICENTIERITIOUR
Let's take a trp to the UK Bef Research Center n Woodford County

on Frday, June 17th, Please regnster by June 14th

See the facilities &
learn about current
research efforts!

CO-SPONSORED BY ESTILL COUNTY
CATTLEMENGS ASSOCI AT

We will meet at the Extensiop (g5 at 8:3
| 30 a.m. and Jeav®
in passenger vans. Call 7234557 .. details and to register

ON



Conservation District News

District Conservationist Sam Miller will be at the Conservation District Office, 1505
Richmond Road, Irvine, each Thursday if you need to visit with him. For more information,
contact the Estill County Conservation District at 606-723-5104.

ySDA-FARM SERVICE AGENCY Ngy,

John W. Mc Caul ey, State Executive Director of
Kentucky reminds producers of the following program deadlines.

= Junel i Final date to enroll in the 2011 Average Crop Revenue Election (ACRE)
Program and the Direct and Counter -cyclical Program (DCP).

= July 15 7 Final date to report acreage on all other crops and land uses, except
small grains, including CRP acreage. Production reporting deadline for NAP crops
for previous year's production except small grains.

= July 29 1 Final date to apply for 2009 Supplement Revenue Assistance Program

(SURE).
= *September 1 1 Final day to apply for coverage under NAP for Christmas Trees,
Crustaceans, Finfish, Flowers, Ginseng, Grass -sod.

= *September 30 1 Final day to report acreage for 2011 Value Added Crops (Sod
Grass, Crustaceans, Christmas Trees, Finfish, Ornamental Nursery, Floriculture).

= Producers with livestock deaths caused by adverse weather or normal mortality
must file a Notice of Loss within 30 days of when loss is apparent, but no later
than October 30, 2011. However, application for payment can be made up to
January 30, 2012. Proper documentation must be provided.

= On-going programs include Direct and Guaranteed Farm Operating and Farm
Ownership Loans, Rural Youth Loans, Farm Storage Facility Loans, Milk Income

Loss Contract Program, and Continuous Conservation Reserve Program.

*Only producers with a NAP policy are required to report by these deadlines.

For details, call Madison/Estill FSA at 1 -888 -758 -6909




DECEASED LIVESTOCK REMOVAL SE
Countryside Industrigs9-299-0004

(Livestock must be moved near a solid road for pickup)

Service sponsored by the \ /
Estill County Fiscal Court & Estill County /
Conservation District

(Service based upon availability of funds) // F
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Estill County Farmer's Martet NOW @%J

MARKET DAYS AND HOURS:

Fo 0 Tuesdays 3:00 - 7:00 P.M.
Fridays 8:00 A.M. - 1:00 PM.
Seniors Day- 2nd Mondays of Market Season 10 A.M.-2P.M.

(on Seniors Day, 10% Senior discount)
LOCATION: Fairgrounds

For details, call 723-7101

Moneywi$e WebSite

UK specialists compiled a series of online resources to help Kentuckians manage ever
of everyday life on their Moneywise websitgtp://www2.ca.uky.edu/moneywise/

discover.html Resources include educational information, decision aids and calculators.
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BEEF CATTLE TIMELY TIPS by Roy Burris, UK Beef Specialist

Spring-Calving Cow Herd
Bulls should have a breeding soundness evaluation (BSE) well before the breeding season. They sh
receive their annual booster vaccinations and be dewormed.

Improve body condition (CS=5) of cows before breeding season starts.

Choose best pastures for grazing during the breeding season. Select those with the best stand of cl
the lowest level of the fescue endophyte, if known. Keep these pastures vegetative by grazing or clij
High quality pastures are important for a successful breeding season.
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start of breeding season. Consult with your veterinarian about vaccines and health products for your
ATuowt 06 wor ki ng nfagnclude:he cow herd

U

Prebreeding vaccinations
Deworming

Replacing lost identification tags

U Ul

Sort cows into breeding groups, if using more than ¢
bull

U

Insecticide eartags (best to wait until fly population
builds up)

Turn-out working of calves may include:
Vaccinate for IBRPI3, Clostridial diseases and Pinkeye
Dehorn, if needed (can be done with electric dehorner and fly repellent during fly season)

Castrate and implant male feeder calves (if not done at birth)

u v 4

Deworm

= Insecticide eartags

Continue supplying a high magnesium mineral until daytime temperatures are consistently above 60
Fahrenheit.

Start breeding yearling replacement hei f ersd ag
calving. Mate to known calvingase bulls.

Begin breeding cows no later than atay, especially if they are on high endophyte fescue. Cows sho
be in good condition so that conception occurs prior to periods of extreme heat.

CONTINUED NEXT PAGE...
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TIMELY TIPS CONTINUED...

If usingartificial insemination:

= Check the heard at least twice daily (early morning and late evening) to observe cows in heat
(Confining cows to a limited grazing area will east this chore.)

= Use an experienced inseminator.

= Make positive identification of cows and semen used. This will permit accurate records on dat
return to heat, calving date and sire.

= Good handling facilities and gentle working of the cows are essential.
= Record identification of all cows and bulls in each breeding group.

= Observe breeding pastures often to see if
18-21 days later, for return to heat.

Fall-Calving Herd
Pregnancy check the cow herd. Remove open cows at weaning time.

Let falll calves remain with cows during the s
cows are really thiii then you might go ahead with weaning.

Plan marketing program for calves. Consider various options, such as maintaining ownership and
backgrounding in a grazing program, or precondition and sell in a45Hkeleder calf sale.

Initiate fly control for the cows when fly population builds up.

Stockers
Keep calves on good pasture and rotate pastures rapidly during periods of lush growth. Manage to K
pastures vegetative for best performance.

Control internal and external parasites.

Provide mineral mix with an ionophore.

Implant as needed.

General
Harvest hay. Work around the weather and cut early before plants become too mature. Harvesting f
early is the key to nutritional quality. Rep

scenari oo for how much you might need.
Clip pastures to prevent seedhead formation on fescue and to control weeds.
Rotate pastures as needed to keep them vegetative.

Seed warm season grasses this month.
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RIDOMIL GOLD IS NOW APPROVED FOR
USE IN TOBACCO TRANSPLANT WATER

According to UK Extension Plant Pathologist Keeny Seebold, the Kentucky Department of Agriculture
granted a Special Local Need, or 24(c), label to Syngenta Crop Protection on March 21, 2011 that all
application of Ridomil Gold SL in the field at rates of 4 to 8 fl 0z/A to burley and dark tobacco in setter
(transplant) water. This represents a major departure from what the manufacturer and University of K
Extension has recommended to producers going
What follows is the story of how we got to this point, and how we can use this new control tactic to he
manage black shank on tobacco.

Ridomil Gold, along with related products such as Ultra Flourish and MetaStar, has long been an imp
part of our recommended strategy for managing black shank on burley and dark tobacco. Applicatior
placement is critical for successful suppression of disease, dictatirdirsotked treatments followed by
incorporation to ensure good uptake and protection of tobacco. We also know that, in general, best d
control is achieved if Ridomil is applied before planting and that supplemental applications are someti
required to provide seasdong suppression of black shank. Good disease control comes at a cost, tho
Ridomil is priced between $85 and $110 per acre based on treatment with 1 pt.

Over the years, many have wondered if it would be possible to add Ridomil to the setter barrel and ay
fungicide in transplant water; mabeynethaoa.vW¥iththis o b
application methodology, the fungicide would be applied directly into the root zone to give early prote
against black shank, and could potentially reduce the amount of Ridomil applied per acre. This meth
be simpler to perform than the traditional broadcast spray followed by a pass through the field to inco
the fungicide. Thus the transplant water method of applying Ridomil could possibly reduce chemical
also the expenses of fuel and time.

So why havendét we been able to apply Ridomil

has been the risk of plant injury. Earlier formulations of Ridomil (Ridomil 2EC and Ridomil Gold EC)
contained high levels of solvents that could cause severe phytotoxicity or even death of tobacco seed
making a transplaavater application risky when rates high enough to provide control of black shank wj
used. Following the release of Ridomil Gold SL, a watduble formulation of mefenoxam (the active
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ingredient in Ridomil Gold), the perception among university and industry scientists about using Ridomil in

tobacco transplant water began to change.

The move to a new formulation was thought to reduce the phytotoxicity threat and several universitieg
including the University of Kentucky, began trials to evaluate the dmdteel applications of Ridomil for
suppression of black shank. Results from these trials show clearly that Ridomil Gold SL is safe to tol
when applied in setter water and provides esélgson protection against black shank,
long as the fungicide is applied correctly. We knew from anecdotal evidence that
growers already using Ridomil in their setter water were adding anywhere from a c
to as much as 4 fl oz to treat an acre, with the average rate being somewhere arou
0z/A. Our research has shown that 4 fl 0z/A is at the low end of efficacy against bl
shank, and that a rate of 8 fl 0z/A gives more consistent suppression of disease. T _
degree of control seen with setter water applications of Ridomil Goldis affected by
disease pressure and variety.

CONTINUED NEXT PAGE...
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RIDOMIL GOLD ARTICLE CONTINUED...

Work done in Grant County from 2008 to 2010 has shown that 8 fl 0z/A of Ridomil Gold applied in sefter wa-
ter is as effective in suppressing black shank as 1 pt/A applied broadcast to soil before planting on KT 204,

KT 206, and KT 209, varieties with high-[&vel or above) race 0 and race 1 resistance. However, the s
water treatment did not perform as well as broadapgtied Ridomil on varieties like KY 14 x L8, TN 90, ¢

etter
r

KTH 2901, which have4evel or lower resistance to either race 0 or race 1 black shank. We also notefd that

the settemvater treatment at 8 fl 0z/A was similar to 1 pt/A applied as a broadcast spray in years when

diseas

pressure was low, but was outperformed slightly in terms of yield by the broadcast treatment when disease

pressure was higher, even on a variety with relatively high resistance to black shank, KT 204.

This newlyapproved application method will not completely replace the standard, fnageenethod, based

on our results. Settavater treatments with Ridomil will be best suited to growers using sound management

practices (sanitation and crop rotation) along with one of the newer resistant varieties, and who are Ig
additional protection from black shank. In these cases, it will be possible to get adequate control of d
and also reduce fungicide costs by approximately $70/A. Where disease pressure is high, particularly
ited crop rotation is being practiced, or where varieties with little or no resistance are being planted in
risk to black shank, broadcampplied Ridomil at 1 pt/A would be a more effective treatment.

To get the best results from Ridomil Gold SL when applying in transplant water, follow these guideling

1. Use good management practices and plant a variety with moderate to high resistance to race (
1 black shank.

2. Use only Ridomil Gold SL in setter water. Ridomil Gold EC and Ridomil 2EC contain high leve
solvents and can injure or kill tobacco seedlings. Likewise, avoid generic versions of mefenox
metalaxyl. Only Ridomil Gold SL is covered by the new Special Local Need Label
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3. Add 4 to 8 fl 0z/A of Ridomil Gold SL to no less than 200 gal/A of transplant water to avoid injury to

tobacco. Use the high rate in areas with a greater risk of black shank.

4. Make 12 supplemental, sedirected applications at 1 pt/A if needed to provide control of diseasg.

5. Do not apply Ridomil Gold SL to stressed or weak seedlings, or during hot, dry conditions to a
serious plant injury.

6. Mix thoroughly before transplanting. Using a separate tank tonpréRidomil Gold SL will help en-
sure thorough mixing, and also help prevent problems with other pesticides or fertilizers that m
added to the setter water. This will also help ensure a consistent concentration of Ridomil Go
during transplanting, resulting in less injury potential and better control of disease.
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According to UK Livestock Marketing Specialist Kenny Burdine, it appears that Kentucky calf mark

S

made their peak a little earlier than usual this year, which is not surprising given the early grass growfh most
producers experienced. Too much moisture has certainly been a problem in many areas and is creafjng cor
cern about corn planting. Heavier feeders have also shown some softness, but appear to have been(less af

fected than calves. Feeder cattle supplies will remain tight this summer and fall, which should provid
solid underpinning for these prices.

The primary story in the feeder cattle markets has been major decreases in futures prices since the
April. May and August feeder cattle contracts have lost about $12 per cwt from their highs. Both cor]
moved down quickly, with two short lived bear flags. The August contract is very close to the psycho
cally important $130 level. If it pushes through this level, there is likely supportinthe mig e r  $ 1

Continued next page..
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How do mosquitoes find you?

Vision, warmth, and odor are clues that female mosquitoes use to find a blood meal. The importance
of these factors, and many others, vary with mosquito species but here are some basics:

Vision can play a large role in long distance recognition and attraction. For example, dayfeeding

mosquitoes tend to respond to movement, especially of people in dark clothing. Differences in body
temperature may be the reason that some mosquitoes feed in relatively specific sites such as the ank
head.

Odors come into play as the mosquito gets very close. This is a very complex area W
bacteria joining into the mix. More than 300 compounds are released by the human |
there are about 100 in human breath alone. The release of carbon dioxid¢@Qhe
, ‘ lungs and skin along with lactic acid and other components of sweat also play import
roles. However, host odors apparently are more attractive thaar@Sweat. This may
/ \ account for the great differences in mosquito interest in some people over others. Of
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that, floral fragrances from soaps, lotions, and shampoos may cause mosquitoes to look

your way.

Some other trends: Men are more likely to get bitten than women, larger people tend to attract more
mosquitoes than smaller people, and many of us lose some of our appeal to mosquitoes as we get ol

der.

Repellents seem to shaitrcuit the host odor recognition process of mosquitoes, they can respond to sfimuli

|l i ke vision and warmth to get c¢close but canodt
repellents work, in fact some mosquito species react differently to the same repellent.

We do know that effective repellents create a
effectiveness as they evaporate, are washed off by perspiration or rain, are carried away by breezes,
rubbed off by clothing. In fact there is about a 50% reduction in protection time with each approximatg
degree increase in temperature. Reapplication is necessary to keep the protective barrier in place.

Source: UK Extension Entomologist Lee Townsend. Modified fktmsquitoes and Mosquito Repellents:
Clinician's Guideby Mark S. Fradin, MDIn Annals of Internal Medicine, 1 June 1998. 128:930. http://
www.acponline.org/journals/annals/01jun98/mosquito.htm
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W Boell Gattle Market continmed..,

The weakness on the board has been seen across most all commodities. Live cattle have lost a lot
grain crop prices have softened, and even crude oil saw a sizeable drop in early May. As the role of
speculators and hedge funds in these markets has expanded, we have increasingly seen them move

Clearly, we dondét know where this feeder cat
fundamental change for the August contract to move back up and challenge the $140 level again. Pr
who took advantage of those price levels and priced a portion of the cattle for summer capitalized on

of groL
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bducer
A great

opportunity. We often talk about the volatility that speculators add to the market, but we seldom talk about

the pricing opportunities they create.
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West KY Select Bred Heifer Sale Results - May 24, 2011
Heifers due to calve Sept-Nov

No. Head Breed Type Avg Price
101 Angus cross 51,486
14 Beefmaster-Angus F1 51,629
11 Gelbvieh Influenced 51,364
9 Black White Face 51,469
2 Purebred Angus 51,525
6 Ang-Al Sired/Al Bred 51,525
4 Brangus Influenced 51,400
153 Head Average 51,491

KDA Thistle Spray Program

Due to budgetary constraints, the KY Department of Agricultura
(KDA) Environmental Services Branch could not provide ‘
herbicide for the Thistle Spray Program for a couple of years

For 2011, we recently received 5 containers (2.5 gallons pe
container) of 2,4D for distribution in the county. Since we onl
have a small amount, KDA has encouraged us distribute to
farmers who will team up with another farmer and share the (
product for spot spraying. This will be on a ficstmefirst-serve
basis by pairs of farmers. Both farmers will need to be presen @
pickup and sign our distribution form. Call #2857 to reserve l'
one and make arrangements for pickup. /

)
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1st Annual
Scott County Beef Improvement Association
Cattleman’s Pride Fall-Calving Heifer Sale

Thursday, June 7, 2012
>Host: Bluegrass Stockyards, Lexington
>Screening at breeding
>Must meet C.A.l.P. and

Herd Builder Requirements
>Deadline to own: July 1, 2011
Contact #: (502)863-0984

Bagworm Seasorv

Bagworm eggs hatch in late May and the tiny larvae crawled out from the end of the bag in search of food. |
using silk and bits of plant material, they soon constructed a small bag around their hind part that looks like
tiny, upright ice cream cone. As the larvae continue to feed and grow, they enlarge the bag enabling them tc

withdraw into it when disturbed. Older larvae strip evergreens of their needles and consume whole le

aves O

susceptible deciduous species, leaving only the larger veins. The bag is ornamented with bits of whatever t

of vegetation they are feeding upon.

=7~ If only a few small trees or shrubs are infested, picking the bags off by hand and disposin
# them may afford satisfactory control. This approach is most effective during fall, winter o
spring before the eggs have hatched. When many small bagworms are infesting evergre
insecticide may be needed to prevent serious damage. The best time to apply an insecti
while the larvae are still small (less than-iieh long). Small larvae are more vulnerable to
secticides, and inflict less damage. Carefully inspect susceptible landscape plants, espe
ergreens, for last year's bags. Young bagworms are harder to see; look closely for the s
right bags which have the appearance of tiny ice cream cones constructed of bits of plant material. R
treatment is often justified on plants that were heavily infested with bagworms the previous year. Jung
best time to treat for bagworms.

Several products are available for homeowner and professional use. For homeowners, conventional
cides such as Sevin, Bonide Eight, Bayer Murgect Killer, Ortho Max Lawn and Garden Insect Killer, of
the microbial insecticide Bacillus thuringiensis (BT) provide satisfactory results. The BT products hav
low mammalian toxicities, but are only effective against younger larvae. If large bagworms are prese
than about 3M4nch long), a conventional insecticide probably will provide better results. For nursery a
landscape professionals, other effective products include Astro, Decathlon, Ficam, Mavrik, Orthene, R
Scimitar, Talstar and Tempo. Foliage should be thoroughly wetted with the insecticide spray in order
achieve thorough coverage. Trade names are used as examples. No endorsement is intended, nor
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implied of similar products not named. Always read and follow directions on the label.
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4-H Camp: July 1821, Feltner Camp in London (kids can apply now)

Kentucky Vineyard Society Field Day
Acres of Land Winery, Richmond, KY
June 26th, 11:30 am - 6:00 pm.

For program details, contact:

Patsy E. Wilson, UK Extension Viticulturist
859-494-1657

20111 ESTILL COUNTY AGRICYLITURAL FAIR
LIVIESTOGK SHICU EVIENTS

Meat Goat Showi Saturday, June 25
9:00 A.M. T Registration
10:00 A.M.T Meat Goat Show Starts

Poultry Show1 Wednesday, June 29
5:30 P.M.1 Registration
6:30 P.M.1 Poultry Show Starts

Poultry Testingi Call the Extension Office
(606-723-4557) for more information
Testing will also be done before the show

Beef Cattle Showi Monday, June 27i 5:00 P.M.T Registration Starts
6:30 P.M.i Beef Show Starts

Swine Showi Monday, June 27
5:00 P.M.1 Registration
5:30 P.M.i Swine Show Starts

Tractor Driving 1 Friday, June24, 1:00 P.M.

Sheep Show, Saturday, July 2
9:00 A.M. T Registration
10:00 A.M.1 Sheep Show Starts

Walking Horse Showd Friday, July 8
Pleasure & Fun Horse Show Saturday, July 9
Both shows begin 7:00 p.m.

For more information on the Estill County Fair Livestock Shows or other shows in
our area, call the Extension Office at (606) 723557.
Please Note: All 4H exhibitors must have completed the 6 hours of livestock
education and show proof.
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