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More than 150,000 breeding cattle 18 months and older pass through Kentuckyôs stockyards each 

year. Because of the need for traceability where disease is concerned, all these cattle must be 

identified with the state veterinarianôs office. 

ñWe have a need for traceability,ò said Michelle Arnold, extension veterinarian for the University of 

Kentucky College of Agriculture. ñWith classic diseases like brucellosis and tuberculosis, emerging 

diseases like bovine spongiform encephalitis and the potential for foreign animal diseases such as 

foot and mouth disease, we have to be able to follow cattle through the sale process back to the 

farm of origin.ò 

The new requirements went into effect in mid-February and state that cattle must 

have official ear tags, which are available from the state veterinarianôs office. 

Staffs of the state veterinarianôs office and the U.S. Department of Agriculture area veterinarianôs 

office are working cooperatively with market veterinarians and stockyard management to implement 

the requirement. The state veterinarianôs office acted in advance of federal traceability requirements 

for interstate movement of livestock that are expected to be published this spring. 

ñWhen disease is identified in Kentucky cattle, it is important to identify affected and exposed 

animals as quickly as possible and with a minimum of cost and inconvenience to producers,ò said 

Robert Stout, Kentuckyôs state veterinarian. ñThis requirement will make it easier for the Office of 

the State Veterinarian to pinpoint outbreaks and eradicate them while unaffected producers can 

carry on with business as usual.ò 

Arnold said that the requirement could actually be a benefit for producers and offer them better 

market access. Since Congress did not fund the National Animal Identification System, Kentuckyôs 

requirement fills a gap and ensures that breeding cattle older than 18 months will have a traceable 

identification number. 

CONTINUED NEXT PAGE... 
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ñVeterinarians, markets and producers will be able to obtain the tags,ò Arnold said. ñIf cattle 

arrive at the stockyards with official tags, those tags wonôt be removed and no new tags will be 

added. However, if cattle arrive at the stockyards without tags, theyôll receive either the most 

commonly used metal ear tag approved by the U.S. Department of Agriculture or an RFID tag in the 

840 series or stamped with a USDA shield.ò 

The tags will be scanned and the state veterinarianôs office will hold all the scanned information 

and only access it to trace an animal for disease tracking purposes. 

Arnold said plans are to develop a bidirectional link from the UK Veterinary Diagnostic Lab to the 
Office of the State Veterinarian via the KDA-USAHERDS database. 

ñHopefully, as the program proves successful, it will gain more funding for technology updates 

and staff support,ò Arnold said. 

Additional information about animal disease traceability is available at http://

animaldiseasetraceability.com; http://animalagriculture.org under the Information and Hot Topics 

tabs and http://usaha.org/committees/id/id.shtml .  The KY State Veterinarianôs Office can be 

reached at 502-564-3956. 

 

http://animaldiseasetraceability.com
http://animaldiseasetraceability.com
http://animalagriculture.org/
http://usaha.org/committees/id/id.shtml
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The 2011 tobacco contracts are out. Thatôs good news for some growers and bad news for others. As U.S. 

tobacco consumption continues to drop and export demand remains stagnant, tobacco companies cut some 

burley growersô contracts this year. Some growers, however, received contract increases this year. 

ñWorld burley supplies remain relatively high compared to demand, but high quality stocks are probably 

fairly tight following the disastrous 2010 U.S. burley crop, along with subpar quality crops in 2007 and 2008. 

Thus, some companies may have boosted contracts of their higher quality growers to replenish depleted 

inventories,ò said Will Snell, agricultural economist at the University of Kentucky College of Agriculture. 

He speculated another potential reason for some contract increases is that companies may be using more 

U.S. burley in their cigarette blends and less imported tobacco. Also excess U.S. burley production enables 

additional supplies to move at lower prices through non-contract market outlets. 

Tobacco contracts in 2010 also varied greatly, but probably had an overall decrease of 20 to 30 percent, 

with some growersô contracts not being renewed.  

While some growersô contracts increased this year, it doesnôt mean the 

demand for U.S. burley is returning. Snell said anticipated regulations 

from the Food and Drug Administration and international community 

may not be favorable to U.S. burley. Additionally, international growers 

plan to increase burley production despite declining demand, and U.S. 

cigarette sales will continue to decline. 

ñThe hope for U.S. burley growers is that the value of the dollar 

continues to be relatively low and new marketing opportunities such as China evolve,ò Snell said. 

 

 

 

The Kentucky Department of Agriculture granted a Special Local Need, or 24(c), label to Syn-

genta Crop Protection on March 21, 2011 that allows the application of Ridomil Gold SL in the 

field at rates of 4 to 8 fl oz/A to burley and dark tobacco in setter (transplant) water. The 

label will expire on December 31, 2013. For more information, contact me at the office.  
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DECEASED LIVESTOCK REMOVAL SERVICE 

Countryside Industries 859-299-0004 
 
(Livestock must be moved near a solid road for pickup)  
 

Service sponsored by the 

Estill County Fiscal Court & Estill County 

Conservation District  

(Service based upon availability of funds) 

 

 

 

GRAIN BASE HOLDER  

Producers are encouraged to stop by the FSA office and sign their 2011 Grain Contract, at 

their earliest convenience.  

CROP REPORTING 

Crop Reports are accepted now through July 15, 2011. These reports are used for program 

purposes. 

SURE ð SUPPLEMENTAL REVENUE ASSISTANCE PROGRAM  

Producers are to report their 2009 Crop Losses through July 29, 2011.  Crops are required to 

be insured. Socially Disadvantage, Limited Resource or Beginning Farmers may be eligible with-

out insurance.  

GENERAL SIGNUP FOR CRP  

General Signup for CRP begins March 14 th  through April 15, 2011.   Land that is being offer for 

enrollment must have cropping history.   Cropping history consist of land being cropped 4 out 

of 6 years (2002 ð 2007).  Contract duration is between 10 and 15 years.  

For details, call Madison/Estill FSA at 1 - 888 - 758 - 6909.  

 

 

 

UK specialists compiled a series of online resources to help Kentuckians manage every aspect of everyday life 

on their Moneywise website, http://www2.ca.uky.edu/moneywise/discover.html . Resources include 

educational information, decision aids and calculators.  

http://www2.ca.uky.edu/moneywise/discover.html
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Spring-Calving Cows 

 

The spring calving season should be in full swing now, top priority should be to get a live calf and keep 

cows in sufficient body condition to rebreed early.  Calving areas should be accessible and as clean and as 

free of mud as possible.  Pastures which have good sod and are close to handling facilities work best. 

 

Ý Continue grass tetany prevention.  Be sure that the mineral mix contains magnesium and that cows 

consume adequate amounts.  You can feed the UK Beef IRM High Magnesium mineral. 

Ý Obtain yearling measurements on bulls and heifers this month (weight, 

height, pelvic area, scrotal circumference, ultrasound data, etc.) if needed 

for special sales.  Heifers should be on target to be cycling by the start of 

the breeding season. 

Ý Check cows at least twice daily and first-calf heifers more frequently than 

that.  Be ready to assist those not making progress after 1 to 2 hours of 

hard labor.  Chilled calves should be dried and warmed as soon as 

possible. 

Ý See that each calf gets colostrum within an hour of birth, or administer colostrum (or a commercial 

colostrum replacement) with an esophageal feeder, if needed. 

Ý Identify calves with eartags and/or tattoos while calves are young and easy to handle and record birthdate 

and Dam ID.  Commercial male calves should be castrated and implanted as soon as possible.  

Registered calves should be weighed in the first 24 hours. 

Ý Watch for calf scours!  If scours become a problem, move cows which have not calved to a clean pasture.  

Be prepared to give fluids to scouring calves that become dehydrated.  Consult your veterinarian for 

advice and send fecal samples to diagnostic lab to determine which drug therapy will be most effective.  

Try to avoid feeding hay in excessively muddy areas to avoid contamination of the damsô udders. 

Ý Separate cows that have calved and increase their feed.  Energy supplementation to cows receiving hay is 

necessary to prepare them for rebreeding.  For example, a 1250 lb cow giving 25 lb/day of milk would 

need about 25 lb of fescue hay and 5 lb of concentrate daily to maintain condition.  If you need to go 

from a condition score of 4 to 5, you will need to add about 2 more lb of concentrate.  Cows must be in 

good condition to conceive early in the upcoming breeding season. 

Ý Plan to vaccinate calves for clostridial diseases (Blackleg, Malignant Edema) as soon as possible.  You 

might choose to do this at the prebreeding working in late April or early May. 

Ý Prepare bulls for the breeding season.  Increase feed if necessary to have bulls in adequate condition for 

breeding. 

Ý Finalize plans for your spring breeding program.  Purchase new bulls at least 30 days before the breeding 

season ï demand performance records and check health history including immunizations.  Use visual 

evaluation and expected progeny differences (EPDôs) to select a bull that fits your program.  Order 

semen now, if using artificial insemination. 

 

 

CONTINUED NEXT PAGE... 
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Fall-Calving Cows 

 

Ý Bull(s) should be away from the cows now! 

Ý Creep feed calves with grain, by-products or high quality forage.  Calves will not make satisfactory 

gains on the damôs milk alone after about 4 mos. of age ï since there isnôt much pasture in March, fall 

calves need supplemental nutrition.  Consider creep grazing on wheat pasture, if available.  Calves can 

also be early-weaned. 

Ý Calves intended for feeders should be implanted. 

Ý Plan to pregnancy check cows soon. 

Ý Consider adding weight and selling your fall calves as ñheavyò 

feeder calves while prices are high.  Keep them gaining. 

 

General 

 

Ý Repair fences, equipment and handling facilities.  

Ý Renovation and fertilization of pastures should be completed. 

Ý If you have a dry, sunny day, use chain-link harrow to spread manure in areas where cattle have 

overwintered.  This may be done in conjunction with renovation. 

Ý Watch for lice and treat if needed. 

Ý Start thistle control.  They can be a severe problem in Kentucky pastures.  Chemical control must be 

done early to be effective.   

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Beginning April 11, 2011, Karen Woodrich will become the new NRCS State 

Conservationist.  She is a native of Wisconsin and grew up on a dairy farm.  She and her 

husband Chi enjoy gardening, exploring nature trails, and other outdoor activities.  Chi is 

an avid hunter.  Karen will be the first female State Conservationist in Kentuckyôs history.  

Please join us in welcoming her to our state! 

 

Reminder:  District Conservationist Sam Miller will be at the Conservation District 

Office, 1505 Richmond Road, Irvine, each Thursday if you need to visit with him. 
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   USDA released its 2011 Planting Intentions Report.  As expected corn acreage is up to a little over 92 

million acres ï5% increase over last year, with soybean acres down slightly (-1%) and wheat acres up 

8%.  Much higher cotton prices have boosted anticipated cotton acres by 15% and limited further expansion in 

grain acres.  Tobacco acreage in KY is down 5%, with dark fire-cured up 8%, dark air-cured down 5% and 

burley down 7%.  For the entire burley belt, burley acreage is down only 3% in response to a 13% increase in 

Tennessee and a 19% increase in Pennsylvania. 

   For the entire report go to: http://www.usda.gov/nass/PUBS/TODAYRPT/pspl0311.txt 

 

 

 

 

Eastern tent caterpillar (ETC) eggs, which were laid last June, are hatching just as leaf buds are swelling on 

wild cherry trees. Newly hatched eggs are easy to identify by the small hole that the tiny larva chews as it 

makes its exit. The small caterpillars will stay near the egg mass for a short time before moving to feed on ex-

panding leaves. Eggs will continue to hatch through early April, caterpillars will be active for the next 4 to 5 

weeks.  

 

ETC grow and develop as long as the temperature is above 37 degrees F; the warmer it is the faster they will 

grow. Cold temperatures will slow them down but the tent and a general cold- hardiness of the species will 

keep them from being affected drastically, even if temperatures drop below freezing at night.  

 

ETC populations in the region appear to have been gradually increasing over the past few years, which hap-

pens with many insects. It is too early to tell what the 2011 level will be but it is normal for insects to be very 

abundant in some parts of a county and at moderate to low levels in others. In about two weeks ETC tents 

should be about the size of baseballs and easy to spot in trees. If control measures are needed to reduce ETC 

numbers, steps should be taken before the caterpillars leave their trees.  

 

Control in the landscape is best accomplished when webs are first noticed and the lar-

vae are small.  If nests are within reach, they can be removed with a stick, broom, or 

pruning shears.  Ideally this should be done in the evening, when the larvae are inside 

the nest. Insecticidal sprays are also effective.  Registered products include Bt 

(Bacillus thuringiensis), Sevin, Bayer Advanced Garden Multi-Insect Killer, Ortho 

Home Defense System, and pyrethroids.  Apply treatments to the nest and adjoining 

foliage of plants where the caterpillars are feeding.  As always, read and follow the 

insecticide label. Dousing nests with gasoline and setting them on fire is dangerous 

and can harm the tree.  

EPA To Begin Endosulfan Phaseout  
 

Last fall the EPA published the EPA Final Product Cancellation Order for endosulfan in the Federal Register. According 

to the EPA, endosulfan ñcan pose unacceptable health risks to farm workers and wildlife and can persist in the environ-

ment. A formal Memorandum of Agreement with manufacturers of the agricultural insecticide will result in voluntary   

cancellation and phase-out of all existing endosulfan uses in the United States.ò Endosulfan belongs to the cyclodiene 

organochlorine insecticide class that is in the IRAC group 2A insecticides. This chemical represents one of the last chlo-

rinated hydrocarbon insecticides on the market.  The phaseout, that begins in 2012 and will be completed in 2016.  

http://www.usda.gov/nass/PUBS/TODAYRPT/pspl0311.txt
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Eric Baker 

County Extension Agent 

For Agriculture/Natural Resources 

E-mail:  ebaker@uky.edu 

County web page:  

http://ces.ca.uky.edu/Estill/ 

 

Office Hours: 

Monday ï Friday 

8:00 a.m. ï 4:30 p.m. 

Telephone: 606-723-4557 

Send Change of Address to: 

Estill County Extension Office 

76 Golden Court 

Irvine KY  40336 

 

 

 

 

For those of you that 

would prefer your 

newsletter by email, 

we can accommodate. 

 

Please email me your 

request at ebaker@uky.edu and we will 

deliver your newsletter electronically.  

 

 

 

 

Help is needed to stock the shelves of the pantry.  A collection container 

will be located in the Extension Office and other locations where donations 

of non-perishable items (canned, boxed foods, etc.) may be dropped off.  

Please support this worthy program to help the less fortunate.  

 

 

mailto:ebaker@uky.edu
http://ces.ca.uky.edu/Estill/
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