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Dear Producer:  July 30, 2011 

  

 

Over the past two weeks, weõve seen an explosion of disease issues across a wide range of 

vegetable crops.  Hereõs a quick snapshot of the big problems that our pathologist are seeing: 

 

Tomatoes.   Rainy weather and warm temperatures have promoted a good number of cases of 

bacterial leaf spot, early blight, and also Septoria leaf blight.  I have also seen, over the past 

few weeks, some serious bacterial canker.  The first three problems can be managed with 

cultural practices and fungicides; the degree of success depends on timeliness of treatment 

(when sprays started, and intervals between them) and also the length of environmental 

conditions that favor disease.  Bacterial canker, however, can be nearly impossible to stop once 

it gets started in the field and there are no bactericides labeled to control it.  If caught in 

the earliest stages, removal of affected plants, can slow spread of disease.  If found in the 

field, it is important to sanitize stakes that will be re -used, and to rotate out of these fields 

for 2 years.  Additional information is listed below.  

 
Conventional commercial producers:   Our Vegetable Production 

Guide for Commercial Growers (ID -36), has a listing of chemicals 

(and cultural practices) for tomato disease control, and home 

gardeners can also refer to ID -128, Home Vegetable Gardening 

in Kentucky, for recommended control practices.   

Organic commercial producers:   The most effective material available for tomato diseases is 

fixed copper.  OMRI -approved materials include Nordox 75WG, Nu -Cop 50WP, and Badge x2. 

Homeowners:  Products to keep on hand and use include fixed coppers (Bordeaux mixture, 

copper dust, or liquid copper fungicides), chlorothalonil (Bonide Fungonil or Daconil), and 

mancozeb (Dithane).  Organic gardeners can use Ortho Elementals Garden Disease Control, and 

also OMRI -approved Bordeaux mixtures.  
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Last week, USDA released their mid -year cattle inventory estimates.  There were no major surprises 

as the report showed continued liquidation of the US beef herd.  With the exception of cattle -on-feed 

numbers, the only year -over-year increases in the report were on the dairy side, where expansion does 

appear to be underway.  

 

Both total cattle and calves and beef cow numbers were both down 1.1% from July 2010, with the beef 

cow herd estimated at 31.4 million.  Also very telling was a 4.5% decrease in heifers held for beef cow 

replacements, confirming that expansion is not currently underway.  While state -by-state numbers are 

not available in the mid -year report, massive drought in the southern US including Texas and Oklahoma 

is no doubt a major factor.  Of course other factors are also affecting beef cow numbers, such as 

rising production costs and competition for ground for row crop production.  

 

Cattle -on-feed numbers remain above 2010 levels, but this is mostly likely due to early placement of 

cattle in feedlots in drought stricken areas.  Itõs always interesting to 

compare the cattle -on-feed estimates from the mid -year inventory report to 

those from the July cattle -on-feed report, which only surveyõs those feedlots 

with a capacity of over 1,000 head.  While both estimates showed increased 

numbers, the increase was greater in the larger feedlots.  Also, a comparison 

of the two estimates suggests that more than 82% of cattle are being fed in 

feedlots with capacity of more than 1,000 head.  

 

Dairy cow numbers increased slightly from last year and appear to be increasing this year as well.  

Dairy cow inventory was estimated at 9.2 million, which was an increase of about 0.5% from last year.  

Heifers held for dairy replacements increased by a little less than 4% from 2010, which suggests that 

expansion continues.  
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John W. McCauley, State Executive Director of USDAôs Farm Service Agency (FSA) in 

Kentucky reminds producers of the following program deadlines.  
 

 

*September 1 ï Final day to apply for coverage under NAP for Christmas Trees, 

Crustaceans, Finfish, Flowers, Ginseng, Grass -sod.  

 

*September 30 ï Final day to report acreage for 2011 Value Added Crops (Sod 

Grass, Crustaceans, Christmas Trees, Finfish, Ornamental Nursery, Floriculture).  

 

Producers with livestock deaths caused by adverse weather or normal mortality 

must file a Notice of Loss within 30 days of when loss is apparent, but no later 

than October 30, 2011. However, application for payment can be made up to 
January 30, 2012. Proper documentation must be provided.  

 

On-going programs include Direct and Guaranteed Farm Operating and Farm 

Ownership Loans, Rural Youth Loans, Farm Storage Facility Loans, Milk Income 

Loss Contract Program, and Continuous Conservation Reserve Program.  
 

*Only producers with a NAP policy are required to report by these deadlines.  
 

LIVESTOCK INDEMNITY PROGRAM  
 
Livestock producers who incur eligible livestock death losses due to the recent extreme temperatures and 

other adverse weather events may be eligible for the USDA Farm Service Agency's Livestock Indemnity Pro-

gram (LIP). LIP provides assistance to livestock owners and contract growers who experience livestock death 

losses in excess of normal mortality due to natural disasters. 

 

For livestock losses that occur in calendar year 2011, producers will have until, the earlier of, 30 days after the 

livestock loss become apparent to file a notice of loss to FSA, or no later than October 31, 2011. In addition, 

producers will have until January 30, 2012, to apply for payment. 

 

Adequate documentation must prove the death of eligible livestock occurred as a direct result of an eligible 

adverse weather event in the calendar year for which benefits are being requested. If adequate verifiable proof 

of death records documentation is not available, a livestock producer may provide reliable records, along with 

verifiable beginning and ending inventory, as proof of death. 

 

Certifications of livestock deaths by third parties, who are not affiliated with the farming operation, may be 

accepted only if verifiable proof of death records or reliable proof of death records is not available. Verifiable 

beginning and ending inventory records are also required with such third party certifications. 

 

For details, call Madison/Estill FSA at 1 - 888 - 758 - 6909  
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Spring-Calving Cow Herd 

Continue to watch for pinkeye and treat if necessary.  Minimize problems by clipping pastures, 

controlling face flies and providing shade.  Monitor the bullsô activity and physical condition as the 

breeding season winds down. 

Fescue pastures tend to go dormant in July and August, so look for alternatives like warm season 

grasses during this period of time.  Try to keep the young calves gaining weight.  Go to pastures 

which have been cut for hay to have higher quality re-growth when it is available. 

Remove bulls from the cow herd by the end of the month and keep them away from the cows.  A 

short calving season can concentrate labor during the calving season; group calves by age so that it is 

easier to find a convenient time to vaccinate, castrate, dehorn, etc.; and provide a more uniform group 

of calves at market time. 

Mid-July (when the bulls are being removed) is a good 

time to deworm cattle, use a product that is effective 

against inhibited ostertagia.  Reimplant calves which 

were implanted at birth if the type of implant and amount 

of time indicate.  Calves which haven't been vaccinated 

for blackleg should be.  Spraying or using a pour-on for 

flies while cattle are gathered can supplement other fly 

control methods.  Remember to work cattle early in the 

morning when it is cool and handle them gently to 

minimize stress. 

 

Fall-Calving Cow Herd 

De-worm cows in mid-July with a product that is effective against inhibited ostertagia. 

Fall-calving cows should be dry and pregnant now.  Their nutrient needs are minimal and they can be 

maintained on poor pasture to avoid over fattening.  Keep a good free-choice mineral mix available at 

all times.  You can use a lower phosphorus mineral supplement now, if you want to save a little 

money.  These cows are regaining body condition after a long winter feeding period. 

Get ready for fall calving and plan to have good pasture available at calving and through the breeding 

season. 

 

General 

Be sure that clean water is always available, especially in hot weather.  Make routine checks of the 

water supply.  Cattle need 13 to 20 gallons of clean water in hot weather. 

Maintain a weed control program in permanent pastures and continue to ñspot-sprayò thistle. 

Check pastures for downed wild cherry trees after storms (wilted wild cherry leaves are toxic to 

cattle). 

Have forage analyses conducted on spring-cut hay and have large, round bales covered.  Begin 

planning the winter feeding program now.  Most of the hay was cut late due to a wet spring but a dry 

period permitted it to be put up without getting it rained on ï so overall not a bad haying season. 

Start soil testing pastures to determine fertilization needs for this fall. 
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Ultrasound Field Day will be at Blue Grass Stockyards South (Stanford) on September 6, 2011. This will be 

co-sponsored by KBN and Blue Grass Marketing Group. This field day is for any interested producers not 

just CPH consignors. The Ultrasound technology can be used to determine breeding heifers, feeder calf 

management, or sorting stocker cattle.  Come join us to ñtake a look beneath the hide.ò 

The tentative agenda is: 

5:30 p.m. Dinner 

6:00 p.m. Start Meeting 

  Troy Wistuba-Ultrasound Presentation 

  Ultrasound Q&A 

  Candy Sullivan- Risk Management Presentation 

  Risk Management Q&A 

7:30 p.m. Ultrasound Demonstration 

 

The KBN staff will also be available before and after the meeting to help anyone with their PVP 

applications and make copies of their records and hand out tags for this fall if  they want. For more 

information, call Becky Thompson at  859-278-0899. 

 
 
 
 

The University of Kentuckyôs Robinson Center for Appalachian Resource 
Sustainability (RCARS) is offering a second Cutting Board Workshop for its special 
installment of the Mountain Monday Series Aug. 22nd.  
 
The event will begin at 6:30 p.m. EST at the centerôs Wood Utilization Center in 
Jackson. Bobby Ammerman, Cooperative Extension associate for the UK 
Department of Forestry, and Doran Howard, the centerôs lead technician, will guide 
participants through the process of making hardwood cutting boards in todayôs 

computer technology-savvy world. 
 
During the workshop Ammerman and Howard will explain why certain species of wood are used to 
produce the boards and the economic impact of each of those species in Kentucky. Participants will 
also learn about the characteristics of each hardwood species and facts about their abundance and 
health in the environment. The hands-on workshop will allow people to router, sand and finish a 
cutting board before they leave. Each participant will get to take home their cutting board to use for 
cutting up meat or vegetables or simply for decoration. In addition, each person will be able to 
customize their own cutting board with lettering using a laser engraver. 
 
Registration is $10. For more information or to register, contact Jackie Allen at 606-666-2438, ext. 
285.  Future Mountain Monday topics will include food plots for wildlife, holiday decorations and 
wreathmaking, beekeeping, and quilting. The series also will stream live on the Internet at http://
www.ustream.tv/channel/mountainmonday.  For more information about RCARS programs, visit the 
website at http://www2.ca.uky.edu/RCARS. 
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Monday August 15, 2011 

7:30 Registration & refreshments 

8:00  Introduction of staff and participants 

8:15 Benefits of rotational grazing ï Garry Lacefield 

8:45 Meeting nutritional needs on pasture-Donna Amaral-Phillips 

9:15 Grazing Math Concepts- Jeff Lehmkuhler  

9:45  Introduce Field Exercise-Jeff Lehmkuhler  

9:55 Travel to farm  

10:15 Introduction to temporary fence- Jeremy McGill 

10:30 Portable/seasonal water and shade systems- Kevin Laurent 

11:00 Hands-on building a rotational grazing system in the field: assessing pasture yield and setting up small paddocks- 

Smith and Lehmkuhler  

11:45 Lunch at farm 

12:30 Methods to assess pasture production and determine stocking rate- Ray Smith 

1:30 Travel to Woodford Co. extension office 

1:45  Growth of grasses and legumes and their response to grazing- Ray Smith 

2:30 Forages for grazing systems- Garry Lacefield 

3:15  Forage establishment- Ray Smith 

3:45 Break 

4:00 Fence chargers for effective grazing- Jeremy McGill 

4:30  Fence building: Understanding how to build and use temporary fencing and high tensile fencing. ï Jeremy McGill 

5:30 Adjourn for the day-Supper on your own 

 

Tuesday August 16, 2011 

7:30    Refreshments 

8:00  Extending the grazing season - Garry Lacefield 

8:30 Implementing a grazing system- Roy Burris  

9:00 Tall fescue endophyte animal relations- Garry Lacefield 

9:30  Cost share programs: County Programs-    Adam Probst; NRCS Programs: Sid Brantly 

10:00 Break  

10:15  Animal Disorders-Jeff Lehmkuhler 

10:45   Minerals for grazing cattle- Donna Amaral-Phillips 

11:15 Fundamentals of laying out a grazing system- Ray Smith 

11:45 Lunch 

12:30 Producer panel 

1:30  Designing your own grazing system- all  

2:15 Travel to farm 

2:30 Field exercise. Observe grazed paddocks and hear reports of each group 

3:30 Tour demonstration plots of summer annual grazing options. Demonstration of grazing corn and bermudagrass for 

livestock production- Eric Vanzant and Ray Smith  

5:00 Graduation and final comments 

5:30 Adjourn 

 

Registration Information 

Registration Fee: $50.00 which includes all materials, grazing manual, breaks, and lunch both days. Registration fee 

must be paid to hold a place in the grazing school. Enrollment in this grazing school is limited to the first 45 who 

register.  For more information, contact Lyndsay Jones,Phone 859-257-7512. 

 




