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	Department/Unit Name
4-H Youth Development

212 Scovell Hall

Lexington, KY 40546-0064
(859) 257-5961 
Fax: (859) 257-7180
www.ca.uky.edu/ces


To:
4-H Adult and Teen Volunteers, Extension Agents, Specialists and Associates
From:
2012 KY Volunteer Forum Planning Committee

Martha Welch and Kim Ragland, Co-Chairs, Educational Sessions Sub-committee


Mark Mains, Chair, Educational Exhibits Sub-committee
Subject:
Request for Proposals for Educational Sessions to be presented at the 2012 Kentucky Volunteer Forum, February 9-11, 2012, Hyatt Regency, Lexington
Due Date:
September 15, 2011
In 4-H, we rely on volunteers to multiply the impact of Cooperative Extension throughout the state.  Their efforts directly impact the lives of thousands of youth.  That’s a role we take very seriously.  We want volunteers to learn and teach research-based principles in all project areas, as well as put positive youth development concepts into practice.  You can help us do that.  The Kentucky 4-H Volunteer Forum is the time when we pull out all the stops and strive to offer the best educational experience possible. We need your help to make that happen.  

Plans are well underway for the 2012 forum.  It will be held Thursday through Saturday, February 9-11, 2012, at the Hyatt Regency Lexington. The forum’s target audience is made up of adult and teen 4-H volunteers.  Some work directly with youth as club leaders, camp volunteers or classroom teachers.   Others serve in in-direct roles as council members and members of planning committees.  Extension agents and 4-H assistants attend as well.

We are seeking presenters for workshops and seminars and persons willing to create educational exhibits. 

Workshop:  A workshop is 50 minutes long.  The topics covered should be geared to what can be effectively taught in that length of time.  

Track:  Tracks are made up of several 50-minute workshops, all related to one project or content area.  Volunteers can attend all sessions in the track or they can opt into the track for some and out for other topics.  (Proposals may be submitted for entire tracks or the planning committee may link several proposals for 50-minute sessions together as a track.) 

Super Seminar: Seminars are held in large blocks of time and the audience stays for the entire session.  Seminars are generally 2, 3, or 4 hours in length. 

Educational exhibit: The topic is presented using display boards or posters/easels and a table surface.  A table will be provided but the presenter will need to provide display boards or easels.  Educational exhibits are located in a specific room and the audience is encouraged to visit the room at some time during the conference. The presenter may choose to stay at the exhibit to talk to those who stop by or the presenter may choose to let the exhibit speak for itself and leave it unstaffed. 
We’re open to lots of topics.  Here are a few ideas: 

· Camp training track

· Club meeting 101track (parliamentary procedure, practicing positive youth development, elections/working with officers, etc.)

· Communication

· Councils (role/responsibilities, determining local needs, policies, etc.)

· Entrepreneurship
· Honors Achievement Redesigned

· Horse track

· Interactive teaching methods

· Interview judging

· Issues impacting youth such as bullying

· Livestock Recertification
· Make & Take track

· Plant science (horticulture track)—simple hands-on activities to do with kids

· Science, engineering and technology track

· Shooting sports track

· Super Star Chef track or seminar
· Training opportunity: Southern Region 4-H Volunteer Forum 

· Quality standards and judging exhibits

· Quilting seminar

· Volunteers as middle managers in the county 4-H program

Please duplicate and distribute this request for presentations extensively. We hope to have a large number of proposals from which to select.  We appreciate your assistance in getting the word out.  Proposals are due September 15, 2011.  This statewide opportunity only happens every other year.  Don’t miss it.

Notes to potential presenters: 

· “Learning by Doing” is the 4-H motto—hands-on learning activities are more popular with 4-H volunteers than lectures.  

· Equipment: Presenters must bring or make their own arrangements for equipment.

· Handouts: Prepare enough handouts and materials for your maximum participant number.
· Presenters who do not plan to participate in meals or sessions other than the one he/she is teaching, do not need to register for the conference.  Presenters are welcome to participate in other parts of the conference but pre-registration and payment of fees are required. 
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