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Campbell County Farmer Community, 
 

As usual, the first newsletter of the New Year will 
focus on upcoming educational programs.  Many of these 
educational programs will address specific issues that 
were identified during the fall ag issues planning meetings. 
Please take this opportunity to review the list and mark 
your personal calendar with the date, time and location for 
programs that are of interest to you.  Don’t forget to take 
the comprehensive list of programs and attach it to a 
prominent place (like Tom Hounshell does) as a reminder 
of upcoming meetings.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

By attending these educational programs, hopeful-
ly you will become better informed and better prepared to 
make the needed changes that will make your farming op-
eration “much” more productive and profitable in 2012. If 
there are any additional issues that you would like the Ex-
tension office to address or if I can be of any assistance to 
you, just give me a call at 572-2600 or 250-6665 (cell).  
 
 
 
Don Sorrell 
Campbell County Extension Agent for 
Agriculture and Natural Resources  
 
 

Stewardship of Your Farm’s Natural  

Resources:  Make it a Priority ! 
  
One of the questions we asked farmers during the Fall 

Ag Issue Program was: What are your goals and objec-

tives for your farm and your family?  The following 

were some of their answers:  

 

Produce quality farm products for a profit, make the 
farm as productive as possible, leave it productive 
for family, keep the farm in the family, leave the 
land in better condition than I found it and that will 
encourage the family to follow in agriculture, im-
proved facilities  
 
In essence, most farmers want to improve the produc-

tivity and profitability of the farm and pass the family 

farm on to the next generation. Farm productivity and 

profitability start with stewardship of the natural re-

sources (land/water) that you have been entrusted with. 

The Campbell County Extension Service with the sup-

port of the Campbell County Conservation District and  

NRCS will host a series of programs to address best 

management practices needed to improve your farm’s 

natural resources. The program will consist of three 

educational opportunities and a field day:  

 

February 15– Best Management Practices 

February 28– Developing an Ag Water Quality Plan 

March 8– Agriculture Incentive/Cost Share Programs  

Summer Field Day— Location to be announced 

 
These programs will build on each other so it is  
important that you attend as many as possible.  
Upcoming programs will be held at the Environmental 
Education Center starting at 6:30 p.m. See the  
enclosed flyer for more details.  
 
 



Outstanding Extension Volunteers 
 
Randy Haas of California is the Outstanding Extension Volunteer for agriculture. Randy manages Flagg 

Springs Ranch, a 500-acre family farm located on Schababerle Hill Road. Randy’s farming operation in-

cludes beef cattle, pasture, hay and forestry. In 2011, Randy hosted the Campbell County Forestry Harvest-

ing Field Day and received the Certified Tree Farm Award for his forestry stewardship. In 2008 Flagg 

Spring Ranch was selected by the University of Kentucky as a cooperator for the production of switchgrass 

as a biofuel. During the past three years this switchgrass project has been a tour stop during the Campbell 

County Backroads Farm Tour. Over the past several years, Randy has attended numerous Extension Service 

programs and is a certified Master Stocker, Master Grazer and Master Cattleman. Randy is also a member of 

the Campbell County Cattle Association, Beef Association and Agriculture Council.   

 

This year’s Community Development volunteer is Linda Bray-Schafer. Linda lives with her husband, Dr. 

Mike Schafer, on their small farm in Grants Lick. In 2005, Linda became a member of a steering committee 

that formed the Northern KY Horse Network (NKHN). Today, this organization has over 400 members. 

While serving on the NKHN Board of Directors, she worked with the Campbell County Fiscal Court to  

reopen the A.J. Jolly Park horse trail. In 2008 she helped raise $10,000 that helped fund a workshop that 

trained local agriculture leaders, police, firefighters and EMS personnel in rescuing large animals. In 2011 

she helped secure a $100,000 grant that was used to develop an equine campground and a 28 stall barn at 

A.J. Jolly Park. Linda serves on the Campbell County Conservation District Board of Supervisors where she 

is a member of the Campbell County Farmland Workgroup and chairs the Campbell County Backroads 

Farm Tour and Farm to Fork Committees. Linda was also instrumental in organizing the Northern Kentucky 

Agritourism Network that promotes agriculture tourism businesses in Campbell, Pendleton, Kenton and 

Boone Counties. Linda is a member of the Campbell County Economic Development Authority and is a 

member of the Jolly Park Community Development Council.  
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Linda Bray-Schafer, Don Sorrell and Randy Haas 

 



2012 KY Agriculture Outlook 
Dr. Kenny Burdine 
 

 The economic outlook for Kentucky agricul-

ture next year is dependent on weather patterns, 

trade/global economies, and the responsiveness of 

U.S./world agriculture to tight supply levels. While 

the weather is a constant risk, it seems clear that the 

boom in trade has lost steam. USDA is forecasting 

“steady” ag exports for the next fiscal year. While 

there is strong growth predicted for India, China, and 

Russia, the Euro‐Zone, Japan, 

and Canada will 

experience more modest 

growth, reflecting continuing 

economic recovery. A wild-

card is the chance that the 

value of the U.S. dollar re-

mains weak in international 

currency markets, continuing 

to enhance the attractiveness of U.S. exports. 

 On the livestock side, drought in Texas and 

Oklahoma coupled with competition for grazing and 

hay ground will likely result in fewer beef cows in 

2012 and further support feeder cattle prices. Steady 

poultry production and a modest improvement in 

prices should result in higher poultry receipts in 

2012. On a national level, expansion appears to be 

under way in the dairy sector, which will likely put 

pressure on farm‐level milk prices next year. 

 On the crop side, tight grain supplies, energy 

mandates, and export demand are expected to keep 

grain prices relatively high, encouraging additional 

grain acreage out of other crops and pasture. Tobac-

co contract poundage offered may stabilize given 

growing dark consumption and limited quality burley 

stocks, but acreage could continue to decline given 

more profitable opportunities in other enterprises. 

Decent weather will enable cash receipts for fruits 

and vegetables to increase given increasing demands 

of local consumers. Collectively, crop receipts are 

expected to exceed $2.5 billion in 2012, compared to 

averaging $1.7 billion during the 2006‐2010 period. 

 Given reasonable weather, continued eco-

nomic recovery in the U.S., and a sustained high lev-

el of exports, there is every reason to forecast farm 

cash receipts in the range of $5.3 to $5.7 billion in 

2012 – another record‐high. 

Soil Tests Can Save You  

 

With input costs remaining high, farmers need 

to be looking for ways to make their money go fur-

ther. Testing soil can prevent over fertilizing in the 

spring and potentially save money on input costs. If 

you look at the economics of it, high input costs 

makes it more difficult for farmers to make a profit. 

To make a profit, farmers will need to use best man-

agement practices, which include using fertilizer as 

efficiently as possible. Allan Seiter recently brought 

in 35 soil sample of his grain and hay fields. When 

the soil test results came back they revealed high to 

very high soil test levels in a large percent of these 

samples. This resulted in my recommendation of 

very little to no additional 

lime, phosphorus or potas-

sium fertilizer for most 

fields. Because of soil test-

ing,  Allan will spend 

much less $$ in 2012 yet 

will still have the same op-

portunity for high yields. 

On the other hand, if his soil sample had showed a 

need for additional  lime or fertilizer,  he could have 

had major production losses by not correcting fertili-

ty issues.  

Since plants need nutrients from the soil for life, 

soil health is vital for optimum crop production. A 

soil test is a chemical analysis that reveals nutrient 

levels in the soil. Results from this test help deter-

mine which nutrients, if any, are lacking.  

For pastures, hay fields and no-till agricultural 

practices, producers should collect soil samples no 

deeper than 4 inches. Research has shown that most 

of the soil’s fertility is in this top layer of soil.  Take 

random soil cores (5 to 10 cores for fields less than 

5 acres and 15 to 20 for larger fields) to improve the 

accuracy of the soil test results.  This will result in 

the most accurate soil tests and results. 

Bring soil samples (dry and broken up) to the 

Campbell County Cooperative Extension office in 

Highland Heights. The Extension office sends the 

samples to UK soil testing lab in Lexington.  Once 

the results are in, I will make specific recommenda-

tions on the types and amounts of nutrients/fertilizer 

that need to be applied to the field.  Soil testing is a 

free service of the Campbell County Extension  

Office for county residents. 
 

 SOIL SAMPLE 
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ROLE OF LEGUMES IN PASTURES 

 

 Successful livestock programs are depend-
ent on forage programs which supply large quanti-
ties of adequate quality, homegrown feed.  Eighty-
three percent of the feed units for beef cattle come 
from forages.  This value can be put in perspective 
when we consider 
that over 50% of Ken-
tuckyôs Agricultural 
Cash Receipts are 
from livestock and 
livestock products.  
Research, demon-
stration and farmer 
experience have 
clearly documented the positive contribution leg-
umes can make when incorporated into grass pas-
tures.  Adding legumes to hay and pasture fields can 
bring at least four major benefits: 
 Higher YieldsðThe total yield of forage per 
acre is increased.  For example, a study conducted 
at Lexington compared renovating a fescue pasture 
using red clover to fertilizing the grass with nitrogen.  
In this study, red clover growing with fescue pro-
duced higher yields (11,100 lb/acre) than fescue fer-
tilized with up to 180 lb N/acre (9,900 lbs/acre). 
 Improved QualityðAdding legumes to grass 
fields improves forage quality over grass alone.  This 
added quality includes increases in palatability, in-
take, digestibility and nutrient content.  The result is 
improved animal performance.  Research has 
shown that legumes improve animal growth rates, 
reproductive efficiency and milk production. 
 Nitrogen FixationðLegumes get their nitro-
gen needs from symbiotic bacteria that live in 
ñknotsò (nodules) on their roots.  These bacteria are 
added when legume seed is inoculated.  This ñfixedò 
nitrogen provides the nitrogen needed by the leg-
umes and also by grasses growing with them.  Dif-
ferent legumes are able to ñfixò different amounts of 
nitrogen.   Alfalfa usually fixes the most (200 lb/acre) 
while white clover is on the lower side with about 
115 pounds/acre. 
 More Summer GrowthðMost of the growth 
of cool-season grasses occurs during the spring and 
fall.  Legumes (alfalfa, red clover) make more growth 
during the summer months than cool-season grass-
es.  Growing grasses and legumes together im-
proves the seasonal distribution of forages and pro-
vides more growth during summer. 

 

CERTIFIED SEED A GOOD INVESTMENT 
 

 Buying certified seed is one of the few invest-
ments that gives you a guaranteed high rate of return. 
 Red clover is one example. College of Agri-
culture research on improved and common varieties 
consistently shows that certified seed produce higher-
yielding, longer-lasting stands. Certified red clover 
seed can return three to five tons more hay over the 
life of the stand. These stands persist up to 30 
months, compared to 15 to 20 months for those plant-
ed to common seed. 
 Alfalfa variety trials also support the value of 
investing in certified seed. Any of the top five certified 
varieties will produce three-fourths of a ton higher 
yield per acre annually than a common variety. 
 Certified seed may cost up to twice as much 
as common varieties. However, certified seed is 
worth the added expense because yield is where you 
get the extra return on investment. 
 Planning your seed orders well in advance is 
another way to gain the most from your investment.  
It enables you to get the varieties you want and make 
the best deal on seed. 
 Before you contact seed dealers, review uni-
versity and seed company variety trials and compile a 
short list of varieties you want to plant. Get in touch 
with seed dealers early to ensure that you get the 
seed varieties and quantities you need.   Variety se-
lection will be a part of the Hay/Pasture Renovation 
program on February 18th.  See enclosed flyer for 
more information. 

Page 4 

32nd Alfalfa Conference: Getting More 

From Your Alfalfa  
 

If you are a present alfalfa producer or have plans to be 
one in the near future, consider attending the 32nd Alfal-
fa Conference in Cave City (convention center), KY on 
February 23 from 8:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. There is a $15 
registration fee which includes lunch and handouts. 
Topics of discussion will include: Getting More From 
Your Alfalfa, How are Roundup Ready Varieties  
Performing, Marketing Quality Alfalfa Hay, Kentucky 
Department of Agriculture Hay Testing Program, Alfalfa 
Seed Coating, National Alfalfa & Forage Alliance, The 
Role of Alfalfa in Horse and Beef Diets and Farmer 
Panel.  For more information on the conference, call me 
or visit www.uky.edu/Ag/Forage 



ESTABLISHING LEGUMES FOR 

PASTURE AND/OR HAY 
 

There are several different methods of legume estab-

lishment, but these basic principles are common to 

all of them: 
 

Select Appropriate Species—

Legumes selected for use as hay or 

pasture should be adapted to the re-

gion and to the soil conditions in the 

field to be seeded, high yielding, per-

sistent and tolerant of the anticipated 

level of management.  For example, 

if pastures are to be frequently and closely grazed 

then white clover would be the best choice for a for-

age legume.  Red clover tolerates this management 

but would yield much more if grazed rotationally. 
 

Apply Any Needed Fertilizer Amendments—Forage 

grasses and legumes have specific soil fertility needs 

of pH, phosphorous, potash and other nutrients.  

Make sure that these are present in adequate amounts 

by soil testing. 
 

Use High Quality Seed of a Certified Variety—The 

“blue tag” on each bag of certified seed is your as-

surance that the genetics of the name on the bag are 

actually in the bag.  Uncertified seed is not a 

“bargain” even if it is cheaper.  High quality seed 

will have high rates of germination and be free from 

contamination from seed of other crops or weeds. 
 

Plant Enough Seed at the Right Time—Seeding rates 

will vary with the species to be seeded, whether the 

seeding is a complete re-establishment of a field or 

an addition to an existing pasture, and whether the 

legume is to be seeded in a new seeding with a grass 

or into existing grass. 
 

Get Good Seed-To-Soil Contact—This goal actually 

has three components:  seedbed preparation, seed 

distribution and seed placement. 

 Seedbed preparation ranges from a complete-

ly plowed, smoothed and firmed land (conventional 

seedbed) to sod suppression using herbicides to dis-

turbing the existing grass by  overgrazing, dragging 

or excessive treading by cattle. 

 A good seed distribution method must spread 

a relatively small amount of seed over each acre.  

Most seed is spread by either broadcasting the seed 

(using some type of spinner seeder) or placed/drilled 

in rows using traditional planting equipment. 

 Seed must be placed in the upper 1/4 to 1/2 

inch of soil and the soil must be firmed up around the 

seed.  Broadcasting methods place the seed on the 

top of the soil and require another external force 

(freezing/thawing during winter, cattle hoof pressure, 

rolling with a corrugated roller) to put the seed in 

firm contact with the soil 
 

Control Competition After Emergence—Probably 

more seedlings fail because of unsuccessful control 

of weed competition than for any other reason.  In 

new seedlings, control existing competitions by thor-

ough seedbed preparation or by herbicide use prior to 

seeding.  After seeding, control weeds by mowing or 

by limited grazing sessions by livestock.  
 

Maintain Newly Established Stands—Grazing newly 

seeded areas before they are well-established is also 

a common reason for unsuccessful plantings.  Lim-

ited, short duration grazing sessions would be ac-

ceptable.  If at all possible, allow the immature pas-

ture species to get well established before putting the 

pasture back into full use. 
 

Seedbed Tips 
 The seedbed should be firm (you should not 

make a footprint more than 1/4” deep) and fine.  It is 

not desirable to have an overly fluffy seedbed or one 

that is overly “cloddy.”  To plant into a prepared 

seedbed, spread the desired amount of seed evenly 

across the field (it can be broadcast using a spinner 

seeder) and then roll the field with a corrugated roller 

to “pack” the seed into the top layer of soil. 

 Frost Seeding—These are called frost seed-

ings because they rely on the freezing/thawing cycle 

of winter to work the seed into the soil.  Frost seed-

ings are usually done in late February through early 

March and work best on thin sods.  In fact, a good 

rule of thumb is, if you cannot see dirt, then the sod 

is not short or thin enough for good success with 

frost seeding.  Hoof traffic by grazing animals can 

also serve to “tread-in” these small legume seeds.  In 

general, planting into a conventionally tilled seedbed 

is more effective than no-till seeding into sod which 

is better than frost seeding. 

 No-Till Seeding Field—This method is a 

good compromise when 

the sod is too steep for 

plowing and the sod is 

too thick for a frost 

seeding.  The goal of a 

no-till seeding is to 

place the correct 

amount of seed at the 

correct depth.  The no-till drill can be rented from 

Southern States. 
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Timely Tips for Spring -Calving Herds  
 

 Have calving equipment, supplies and 

labor ready for the spring calving season.  

Some supplies which may be needed are:  

eartags and applicator, record book, iodine 

for calvesõ navels and colostrums supple-

ment.  Calving equipment (puller and chains, 

etc.) and facilities should be ready and clean.  

 Move cows to a clean, accessible pas-

ture near facilities  so that calving assistance 

can be given.  

 Cold weather can mean death for new-

born calves.  During extremely cold spells, 

bring the cow(s) into a sheltered area as 

calving approaches to protect the calf.  Be 

prepared to warm up and feed newborn, 

chilled calves.  Calving in mud can also 

cause problems.  

 Record birthdate, cow I.D., and birth-

weight immediately.  Identify calf with 

eartag.  Male calves in commercial herds 

should be castrated and implanted as soon as 

possible.  

 Separate cows that calve away from 

dry cows and increase their feed.  Avoid 

muddy feeding areas so that cowsõ udders 

wonõt become contaminated and spread 

scours.  Donõt confine cows to muddy lots. 

 Increase their feed to 25 -27 pounds of 

high quality hay.  Concentrate (3 -4 lb. for 

mature cows and about 8 lb. for first -time 

heifers) may be needed if you are feeding 

lower quality hay.  Supplementation may 

have a beneficial effect on 

date and rate of concep-

tion.  The most important 

time to feed a beef cow is 

after calving.  Thin cows 

donõt come into heat very 

soon after calving.  We 

must have cows in good 

condition if we plan to 

breed them early in the season for best preg-

nancy rates, especially on high -endophyte 

fescue pastures.  

 Watch for scours in newborn calves.  

Consult your veterinarian for diagnosis, 

cause, and treatment.   

 
 

 
 

Providing sound management during the 
calving season can mean more live calves. Exces-
sive losses can mean the difference between a 
yearôs profit or loss for a beef producer.  It is im-
portant to have a short calving period to allow fre-
quent observation and assistance if needed. Some 
specific things a producer can do to limit calf loss 
include: 

Separate first-calf heifers from mature cows. 

Calving difficulty can run as high as 30 to 40 percent 
for 2-year-old heifers compared to just 3 percent for 
mature cows. Place them in a small, accessible pas-
ture near a corral where assistance can be given if 
needed. 

Provide a clean area for calving. The calving ar-

ea should be a well-sodded pasture or clean, dry 
maternity pen, not a wet, muddy lot. It should also 
be large enough for adequate exercise and offer 
protection from prevailing winds. 

Be familiar with the signs of calving. Within a few 

hours of calving, cows generally become nervous 
and uneasy. As contractions increase, a cow will 
likely wander away from the rest of the herd. 

Check cows frequently. Observing cows three or 
four times a day and providing assistance when nec-
essary results in more live calves. However, cows 
should be disturbed as little as possible during labor. 
 Know when a cow needs assistance. Inter-
vention is justified when two or three hours have 
passed without progress or if delivery has not oc-
curred within 90 minutes after the water sac ap-
pears. In a normal delivery, the calfôs front legs and 
head will appear first. 

There are also a few steps to take after the calf 
is born to help it get off to a good start. These in-
clude making sure the calf is breathing normally af-
ter it is delivered and that it consumes colostrum. 
Ideally, a calf should consume its first milk within 
one hour after birth. 
Increase the cowôs energy intake after calving.  

This would include increased hay quality and quanti-
ty as well as increasing energy feeds such as grains 
or commodity feeds.  The extra energy will improve 
her milking ability and help shorten the days until 
she recycles for breeding. 
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Prepare for Late Gestation Nutrition  

Rory Lewandowski, Extension Educator, Athens 

County, Ohio 

 

 The majority of fetal growth of a calf occurs 

in the last seven weeks of gestation. That fetal calf 

needs to gain on average about 0.9 lbs/day during the 

last trimester. Colostrum production starts at about 6 

weeks prior to calving. Nutrition affects the nutrient 

supply to the fetus and it affects the quality of colos-

trum. Falling short on the nutritional requirements of 

the late gestation cow is not a wise strategy if the 

goal is to produce a healthy calf that will grow well 

from day one. If the cow, or heifer, is nutritionally 

deficient during late gestation, it can have long-term 

impacts on the calf's performance even out to 30 

months of age. 

 So, what can be done to prepare for late ges-

tation nutritional needs? Those needs are crude pro-

tein levels in the 9 to 10% range and TDN in the 57-

60% range. That TDN requirement could get 

bumped up if there are adverse weather conditions. 

The first thing that should be done is to find out what 

level of nutrients your hay can provide. Collect a hay 

sample of your first and second cutting hay and send 

it in to a lab to get it analyzed. ( I can help you col-

lect hay samples and send them to a lab and balance 

rations at no cost to you.) Hopefully it will test high 

enough to meet late gestation nutritional needs and 

that will be your plan. 

 If your hay test results are not favorable and 

they fall short of 10% CP and 60% TDN or if you 

don't have enough of this higher quality hay to get all 

the way through late gestation, then what do you do? 

Here are some suggestions: 
 

* Remember that although we use percentages as our 

guide for nutritional needs, the cow eats pounds, not 

percentages. In other words, the cow needs a certain 

number of pounds of crude protein and pounds of 

TDN. Better quality forages allow a cow to increase 

its intake because the digestibility and passage 

through the rumen is faster as compared to low quali-

ty hay. So, limit feeding better quality hay rather 

than providing it free choice can help to stretch lim-

ited supplies while still meeting cow nutritional 

needs. 
 

*A similar strategy is to feed smaller amounts of hay 

more often. This results in less waste and again 

stretches limited amounts of good quality hay. For 

example, feeding a few bales of high quality square 

bales a day to late gestation cows can improve their 

nutrition level. 
 

* Another option is the use of a feed additive to aid 

microbial enzyme production and digestion of for-

age. There are several of these products on the mar-

ket. See the article on feed additives for more infor-

mation. 
 

 Don't let late gestation nutritional needs catch 

you unprepared. Time spent planning and preparing 

now is time well spent. 

 

 

 
 

 The use of an ionophore for grazing cattle 

and cattle consuming hay can increase the ener-

gy value of a forage diet 

and thus further reduce 

the need for hay. Older 

research has shown that 

Rumensin and Bovatec 

improves weight gain of 

growing cattle. Rumensin 

is approved for the use in 

mature beef cows. Older research showed that 

Rumensin reduced hay intake by around 10% 

while still producing about the same amount of 

weight gain (Turner et al., 1980; Clanton et al., 

1981).  

 In a recent study at Oklahoma State Uni-

versity, cows fed 200 mg of Rumensin gained an 

additional 0.5 per head per day and nearly one 

half a body condition score unit more during a 58 

day study. Importantly in this project, the forage 

digestibility was improved dramatically, resulting 

in the improved cow performance. One could look 

at the addition of Rumensin in the supplement as 

having increased the net energy value of this low 

quality hay diet by about 15%. In other words, 

less of the same diet (hay) would need to be fed 

to get the same performance.  

 The cost of Rumensin can be as little as  

$0.02 per cow per day. I don't know any other 

way to get that much improvement in forage utili-

zation at such a low cost. There is a reason why 

the cattle feeding industry has been using this 

feed technology so extensively for so long, and a 

substantial improvement in feed efficiency is that 

reason. The same technology and benefits are 

available to the cow/calf industry, although it is 

highly underutilized. 
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 A group at Oklahoma State recently studied 

the effects of hay feeder design on hay waste. Two 

feeders with open bottoms and two feeders with 

sheeted bottoms were evaluated (Examples below). 

The open bottom feeders wasted an average of 21% 

of the original bale weight. These two feeders are 

light weight, convenient to use and inexpensive. 

Consequently, they are the most popular feeder style 

being used in the state of Oklahoma.  

 The sheeted (solid) bottom feeder reduced 

hay waste to 13%. However, a modified cone feeder 

with a sheeted bottom reduced hay waste to only 5%. 

The feeders with sheeted bottoms are both heavier 

and more expensive than the open bottom feeders. 

Nevertheless, assuming hay valued at only $80 per 

ton and a 120-day feeding period, the difference in 

the value of one feeding season's hay waste between 

the open bottom steel ring feeder and the modified 

cone feeder is $314.  

 Few cow/calf operations will be able to  

absorb the cost of 21% hay waste when hay is  

extremely valuable. When considering the purchase 

of hay rings look closely at construction (longevity 

of feeder) and the reduction of hay feeding losses.   
 
 

Modified cone feeder with sheeted bottom  
(Most expensive but with only 5% hay waste) 

 

 

 

Conventional open bottom steel ring feeder  
(Cheap but 21% hay waste) 

 
 
 

Sheeted bottom steel ring feeder  
(13% waste) 
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Cow College 2012 Open for Registration 
Land Dale, Extension Associate, University of Kentucky 

 
 The University of Kentucky Beef IRM group is 

pleased to announce that UK’s 2012 Cow College is now 

open for registration. Cow College is an intensive,  

hands-on course for beef producers designed to expose 

them to the most cutting edge information related to beef 

cattle production and business. The program is divided 

into four two day sessions, and one single day session. 

Nearly half of the time in Cow College is hands-on ses-

sions.  In addition to the hours of instruction and interac-

tion with specialists, participants receive printed materi-

als to take back to the farm. 

 The total cost of the program is $125 for all five 

sessions, or $50 for each session individually. Locations 

scheduled for 2012 include Lexington, Princeton and 

Morehead.  Fees do not include lodging. 

 

Proposed dates for Lexington: 

 

Economics/Management        July 10-11 

Forages/Nutrition                   July 26-27   

Herd Health                           August 9-10 

Reproduction/Genetics          September 11-12 

End Product                           October  9 

 

Proposed dates for Morehead: 

 

Economics/Management      July 17-18 

Forages/Nutrition                 July  31-August 1 

Herd Health                          August 14-15 

Reproduction/Genetics         September 18-19 

End Product                          October 16 

 

Enrollment is on a first come, first served basis. Partici-

pants must be graduates of UK’s Master Cattleman 

Program.  It is limited to the first 30 people per location 

who reserve a spot with a deposit of $50 made payable to 

COW COLLEGE. Credit card payment is not accepted. 

The deadline for registration is June 1, 2012.   

 

For online registration go to:   http://ces3.ca.uky.edu/

beefIRM/cowcollegereg.htm 
 

Deposit to Cow College should be mailed to:   

 Land Dale 

Cow College 

Kentucky Cattlemen's Association 

176 Pasadena Drive 

Lexington, KY 40503 

If  you have any questions or need further information, 

contact Land Dale at land.dale@uky.edu or  

call: (859) 278-0899.  For other UK Beef IRM programs, 

please visit:    http://www.uky.edu/Projects/BeefIRM/

welcome.htm 

Kentucky Beef Cattle Market Update 
Kenny Burdine, Livestock Marketing Specialist, University of 

Kentucky 
 

Kentucky feeder cattle markets improved for the 3rd 
straight month in December.  The chart that follows shows 
a counter seasonal upward movement since September.  
Some of the price improvement in calves during the 4th 
quarter came from improved grazing conditions in the 
plains, but a great deal can also be attributed to improving 
fundamentals.  Spring feeder cattle futures have continued 
to rise, increasing the breakeven bid price for calves 
placed into backgrounding programs. 
 
The increasing price of calves has impacted the buy/sell 
margins for winter backgrounding.  At times in the fall, 
gross margins between current calf prices and futures- 
based feeder cattle price forecasts were around $400.  
More recently, the margin has seemed to be in the $300 to 
$350 range.  Still, depending on feed cost and availability, 
this is likely to look attractive to some.  Plus, many may be 
placing calves now, with the intent to move them to pas-
ture in the spring. 
 
January is also a crucial month in the cattle markets as it 
brings the annual cattle inventory report.  This year will be 
especially important as we will have a better picture of how 
the massive drought of 2011 impacted cattle numbers.  
The question is not if cow numbers will be down, it’s how 
much.  According to NASS estimates, databased by the 
Livestock Marketing Information Center (LMIC), cow 
slaughter was up by about 4.5% through November.  How-
ever, heifer slaughter is actually down by 2.4%.  I would 
expect that beef cow numbers have decreased by at least 
2% during 2011.  If the actual number does come in above 
2%, this would suggest a very small calf crop for 2012 and 
further fuel calf markets. 

Medium / Large Frame #1 Steers 

500 to 600 lbs 
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Mud Control For Feeding and High  
Traffic Areas 
 

It has been a much warmer winter than most of 

us can ever remember and how about the rain, 

rain, rain? Just this week alone Flatwoods Road 

(where Linda and I live) has been flooded twice 

(not good). Above normal temperatures and 

rainfall has led to a lot of MUD issues. There is 

not much we can do for existing mud issues 

right now but during the summer when the 

ground is dry and hard I want you to remember 

this article and most importantly the knee deep 

mud you may have on your farm.  

 

Mud robs Kentucky livestock producers of per-

formance from their cattle herds in winter and 

spring plus it can creates an annual repair ex-

pense usually including rock, re-

seeding, fuel, and labor. To help 

avoid the problems associated with 

mud and reduced performance, pro-

ducers should consider using con-

crete pads or lower -cost all -weather 

surfaces wherever animals congre-

gate (e.g., feeding areas, animal traf-

fic areas, and loafing areas). Alt-

hough concrete is probably the 

most desirable surface for durabil-

ity and low maintenance, an all -

weather surface can be constructed 

of geotextile fabric, rock, and fine 

surface cover for less than one -third 

of the cost of concrete. Rock over 

bare soil in Kentucky requires ap-

proximately 12 inches of depth for stability, 

but using rock over geotextile fabrics can re-

duce rock depth by half. Repeated maintenance 

usually required for rock pads is also reduced 
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because the fabric keeps the rock in place.  

 

The geotextile fabrics are porous, so water and 

moisture pass through the material while the 

rock is held in place. Even with mud and ma-

nure buildup on the surface, the animals have a 

solid footing so that they do not sink in mud. In 

Kentucky, recommendations are for a 4 - to 6 -

inch layer of No. 4 crushed limestone rock for 

the base material. A 2 - to 3 -inch cover of lime 

sand or dense grade material will allow for easi-

er scraping of the surface and less loss of rock 

through the box manure spreader.  

 

Feeding pads next to a bunk should be at least 

10 to 12 feet wide, depending on the animalsõ 

size. Slopes should be 3/4 to 1 inch per foot 

away from the feed bunk. The bunk and pad 

should be located in a generally well -drained 

area that offers good drainage away from the 

site and where excess manure buildup can be 

stored if the pad is not scraped daily. For traf-

fic surfaces, widths should be 8 to 12 feet. Traf-

fic lanes should be slightly crowned in the cen-

ter of the lane. Contact us for plans/layouts for 

feeding pads, gates and lanes and larger dry/

winter lot construction.  



2012 Agriculture Programs  

 
- Mark your calendars for these òImportant Meetingsó 
-  Place this list on your refrigerator or other visible location  
- Campbell County Extension office, 3500 Alexandria Pike, Highland Heights, KY  (CCEO)  
- Environmental Education Center (EEC) is at A. J. Jolly Park, one mile east of US 27 on Route 
 824 or Race Track Road  

 
Wednesday, February 15  Best Management Practices For Your Farm 

6:30 p.m. This program will cover many of the BMPõs needed to improve 

EEC the stewardship of your land while improving production and 

 profitability.  BMPõs will include mud control/heavy use areas, 

 planned grazing systems, pasture renovation, nutrient manage -

 ment, waste storage systems/stack pads, filter strips, soil 

 testing, limited access of ponds and streams, stream crossings, 

 water storage systems/stack pads, filter strips, soil testing, 

 limited access of ponds and streams, stream crossings, water 

 systems, dead animal disposal, pesticide and fertilize storage 

 and farm dumps.  

 

Saturday, February 18  Renovating Pasture and Hay Fields 

9:30 a.m. to Noon  (see enclosed flyer)  

Pendleton Co. Extension 45 David Pribble Drive, Falmouth, KY  

 

Thursday, February 23  32nd Kentucky Alfalfa Conference 

8:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.  Cave City, KY (see enclosed article for more information)  

EEC 

 

Tuesday, February 28  Developing or Updating Your Ag Water Plan 

6:30 p.m.  During this program, we will help you document the BMPõs  

EEC needed in your Ag Water Quality Plan.  

 

Tuesday, March 6  Private Applicators Pesticide Certification 

2:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m.  Attend one of these programs to be certified to buy general or 

EEC restricted use pesticides.  

 



Thursday, March 8  Ag Incentive (cost-share) Programs for Your Farm 

6:30 p.m. During this program you will learn about the agriculture cost - 

EEC share programs that are available to help you implement  

 production and conservation practices on your farm.  

 

Monday, March 19  Minerals for Beef Cattle 

6:30 p.m. 

EEC 

 

Tuesday, March 27  Using Genetics and Crossbreeding to Improve Your Beef Herd 

6:30 p.m. During this program we will talk about how improved genetics and 

EEC crossbreeding can make your beef operations more productive 

 and profitable.  

      

Thursday, April 5   Keys to Quality Hay Production and Hay Storage Options  

7:00 p.m.  

EEC   

 

Wednesday, April 11   Beef It’s What’s For Dinner 

6:30 p.m.  Learn about the Campbell County Freezer Beef Program and how  

CCEO  to cook a variety of beef cuts.  This program will include cooking 

 demonstrations, food sampling, free recipes and door prizes.  

 

Tuesday, April 17   Buying Locally Produced Foods 

6:30 p.m.  Learn about local farmersõ markets and direct marketing of farm  

CCEO  products such as fruits, vegetables, eggs, beef, pork, wine, 

 breads, honey, jams and jellies.  

  

Thursday, May 10   Backyard Poultry Production 

6:30 p.m. Learn what it takes to establish a small poultry flock  

EEC (chickens) for meat or egg production on your farm or back yard.

 Weõll cover breeds, brooding, feeding, health care and much 

 more. 

 

Saturday, July 14  Campbell County Backroads Farm Tour 

9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.  Participants will have the opportunity to visit beef, horse, horti -

 culture, vineyard and grain farms and learn about farm life and 

 how your food is produced.  Farm fresh products such as fruits, 

 vegetables, honey, wine, breads, meat and jams and jellies will be 

 for sale as a part of the farm tours.     

 


