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How to take good soil test samples.
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Taking Soil Test Samples



How to take the sample:

1. Start in one corner of the area to be sampled.

2. Obtain a slice or core of soil from the surface of the ground, downward to the appropriate depth as listed below.  Use a spade to cut a thin slice of soil. 
3. First, push the spade into the soil and throw this soil aside.  Take a one-inch thick slice of soil from the back of the hole to the proper depth.
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Obtain 10 to 15 samples from random locations throughout the area to be tested.  This will give you a representative soil sample of the whole area.
5. Mix all of the soil together in a clean container.

6. If wet, spread the soil out on a piece of paper and let it dry at room temperature. It must be thoroughly dry. This takes approximately 2 days.

7. Take one pint of the soil to your County Extension Office for testing.  There is no charge.
8. You will be required to fill out a form for processing your soil sample.  Put down the type of plant you will be growing so the Extension Agent can recommend the proper soil treatment. (i.e., lawn, vegetable garden, roses, needled evergreen, etc.)

9. Depth of Sample:

· Lawn 


3 inches

· Flower Garden 
4 – 6 inches

· Shrub Beds

6 – 8 inches

· Vegetable Garden
4 – 6 inches

· Trees 


4 – 8 inches

· Pasture

4 – 6 inches

· Corn, Soybeans
to plow depth
10. Your Bullitt County Extension Agents are Darold Jay Akridge, Agriculture and Natural Resources, and Lorilee George, Horticulture.  The office is located at 384 Halls Lane in Shepherdsville.  Phone Number is 502-543-2257 or 1-888-790-2130.

Figure 1:  Make a hole in the soil.


Figure 2:  Take 1-inch slice from back of hole.





Figure 3: Take a 1-inch core from this slice of soil. Mix all soil together in clean container.








