	November, 2008


[image: image6.emf]
IN ANDERSON COUNTY
	     
In Anderson County we’re growing ideas that make a difference in your life, your family, and your community. We have a dedicated staff of trained professionals delivering educational programs in agriculture and natural resources, family and consumer sciences, 4-H/youth development, and community and economic development. The Anderson County Cooperative Extension Office is your connection to UK and the world.

	     You’ll see some key numbers in this report. But the numbers don’t show you the people or the impact of our work. So the rest of this report shows the faces behind some of the numbers.
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Agriculture & Natural Resources
Tommy Yankey

All farmers know that the costs of fertilizers and fuels are impacted by the costs of petroleum and natural gas.  As fertilizer costs have escalated, farmers are increasingly interested in extending their grazing season with a combination of warm season, cool season and annual grasses and legumes.

The Extension Service has worked with farmers to establish rotational grazing systems that allow them to extend the grazing season and at the same time reduce the number of days of stored feed needed for winter feeding.

Forage typically accounts for over half the cost of production of forage-consuming animals and provides most of their nutrition.  Thus, it has a major influence on both expenses and income.  Efficient forage production and utilization are essential to a profitable operation.

It requires less labor to have animals graze rather than to provide them with stored feed.  Stored feed is almost always two to three times more expensive per animal or per day than pasture.  Clearly, extending the grazing season and reducing the need for stored feed is highly desirable.

In an effort to help solve these problems our office has worked closely with 9 producers to establish a total of 67 acres of Eastern Gamagrass, a native warm season grass.  In addition we planted 35 acres of corn for grazing, 5 acres of bermudagrass, 70 acres of switchgrass/big bluestem, and 12 acres of sorghum x sudan grasses.  These efforts have reduced the number of days of stored feed required for most of these producers from 140 days to between 60-70 days.  This has been accomplished through rotational grazing using a variety of grasses, legumes and summer annuals.  Each day grazed reduces out of pocket feed cost by $1.25-$1.50 per head per day.
	Reaching Out to Anderson County

	Educational Programs

	     Programs presented
	      382

	     Total participants
	 11,194  

	Educational Contacts

	     Clientele visits
	      505

	     Telephone consultations
	   8,121

	     Newsletters distributed
	   8,093

	Volunteer Development

	     Volunteers
	      335

	     Volunteer hours
	 12,441

	     Clientele reached by volunteers
	   3,946
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Dr. Glen Aiken, USDA Research Animal Scientist, evaluating a 1 year old stand of Eastern Gamagrass
Phase 1/Ky. Agriculture Relief Effort Program
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The Anderson County Extension Service has been instrumental in the distribution of funds from the Master Settlement Agreement commonly referred to by farmers as Phase 1.  Farmers participate in cost share programs to improve infrastructure on Anderson County farms.
Currently the local Agricultural Development Council is administering the one time Kentucky Agriculture Relief Effort (K.A.R.E.) to help drought stricken farmers from the drought of 2007.  Funding of $60,000 for K.A.R.E. and Phase 1 funds of $145,000 provides a total of $205,000 available for Anderson County farmers for 2008.
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Commercial greenhouse tomatoes are an excellent example of Ag Diversification available through 
Phase 1.
4-H/Youth Development

Marva Gill

1000 youth and 143 adult and teen volunteers gained new skills and improved others, making this a year of 4-H highlights.

Anderson County youth excelled in competitions throughout the district, state and nation with their horse projects, country ham, shooting sports, speeches and demonstrations.  In national competition Chelsea Whittle received Reserved Champion for her speech at the Eastern National 4-H Horse Roundup.

Anderson County youth excelled in the Country Ham project this past year.   Two hams received reserve champion and two youth received reserve champion for their speeches.   Completing the project in 2008, Alyssa Hollander, Quetzal Velasco, Kate Wickizer, Travis Wickizer & Chelsea Whittle.


Club Organization

4-H clubs were organized in 25 classrooms throughout the county, with youth assuming leadership roles to conduct the monthly meetings.  Additionally there were monthly meetings held by the horse club, livestock club and shooting sports club.  One-thousand youth participated in 4-H clubs.
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Within the last year, Anderson County had four adults and one teen certified in four disciplines:  .22 rifle, shotgun, archery and .22 pistol.  Weekly practices encouraged youth to participate beyond the county boundaries.  Participation has included attendance at the State 4-H Shooting Sports Camp.  Youth competed at the district and state level contests.
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The 4-H Shooting Sports program aims to provide youth an opportunity to learn through a set standard of safety while operating any type of firearm.
4-H Camp

4-H Camps do make a difference.  Participants benefit from peer relationships, friendships, and support from caring individuals such as the counselors.  A survey of 52 campers found the following:
42% reported making new friends with someone  different from them for the first time.

12% reported they spoke to a large group for the first time.

40% made friends with an adult or teen.

30% learned a new activity.

15% stayed away from home without their parents for the first time.

Making a child-size rocking chair was a class taught by a volunteer this past year.  Christine Steedly received class champion at the Kentucky State Fair with the chair she made.
Family & Consumer Sciences

Sara Talbott, Agent at Large

Dollar$ and Sense
The economy is suffering and we are feeling the effects.  The Family and Consumer Sciences Agent addressed the situation with “Dollar$ and Sense for Women”, emphasizing calculated assets, managing credit, reducing debt and record keeping.  Participants identified ways to increase income and decrease spending.

Protecting My ID

Identity theft can ruin one’s life, and we hear more and more about this on the news and in newspaper headlines.  Family and Consumer Sciences addressed this headline with “Preventing Consumer Fraud and Identity Theft”, reaching 75 families.  Participants were made aware of various types of fraud and theft, and ways to prevent this from ever happening to them.
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Participants in “Weight – The Reality Series” learn weight loss fundamentals in this six week program.
Weight – The Reality Series

	The Anderson County

Cooperative Extension Service

	We deliver information, education, solutions.
Tommy Yankey, Agriculture & Natural Resources

Sara Talbott, Family & Consumer Sciences,
     Agent at  Large

Marva Gill, 4-H/Youth Development

Mary Jane Gaines, Staff Assistant

Janet McDowell, Staff Assistant


	For more information, contact us at:

	1026 County Park Road

	Lawrenceburg, KY  40342

	(502) 839-7271or 839-6806

	Fax: (502) 839-9829

	Website:  www.ca.uky.edu/county/anderson


Obesity is a world-wide problem in our society.  To address this issue, the Anderson County Extension Office offered “Weight – The Reality Series”.  Participants learned food portion control, physical activity, the disadvantages of eating out and fast food, and were made aware that the foods we eat everyday contribute to our well-being.
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Anderson County Homemakers celebrated the 75th Anniversary of Kentucky Extension Homemakers with an open house.
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Debra Parrish (center) retired in June, 2008 after serving Anderson County for over twenty-seven years as the Family & Consumer Sciences Agent.
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